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• Martin is a 
   socialite icon 
• Coady connects
   through music

by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

No, that girl you saw at tutorial in the main 
hall wasn’t a celebrity. It was senior Tianna 
Martin, who moved here from Scottsdale, Arizona, 
last year. With an immaculately low-key swagger, 
Martin lives low on the weekdays and lives large 
on the weekends. At school, her uniform is casual, 
“I went from going to a snobby private high school 
to a laid back high school where I wear sweats to 
school every day.” 

Despite wearing sweats every day, Martin 
asserts that “sweats are not me.” And that’s 
an easy statement to believe for anyone who 
watches her Snapchat 
story, which documents 
a glamorous life of mas-
terful makeup, carefully 
curated outfits, and car 
rides down PCH without 
a care in the world. Her 
transformation from her 
at-school persona to her 
after-school persona is 
seamless. “I wake up, get 
ready in 15 minutes, sit 
through school, go home, 
and then get ready for 
the day.” 

“We went to Japan for the weekend to see One 
Direction” is a story you don’t hear very often, 
but for Martin, that’s just a day in her life. She 
claims, “I do a lot of stupid stuff.” Included in 
that is a story about how Martin hung out in three 
towns (Los Gatos, Los Angeles, and San Diego) in 

by Antonia Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief 

He’s one of the nicest guys roaming the halls of LGHS. So, before 
he starts school at Lewis and Clark this fall, get to know senior  
Brooks Olesek. 

Brooks literally has an award-winning personality. Since he was 
dubbed “Best Dad” in the class of 2016’s yearbook senior superlatives, 
there’s no doubt that Olesek is a committed family man. Olesek’s loves 
spending time with his mother and father, as well as his two younger 
brothers, freshman Quinn Olesek and Gavin. Altogether, the family 
enjoys playing chess, Settlers of Catan, and other card games. While 
Olesek mentions that he’s had less time to spend with his family 
during these last few years of high school, he still values the moments 
they spend together. One of his favorite family traditions is family 
reunions. All four of his mother’s siblings live in different time zones, 
so he loves to see them come together for a week on the lake every 
few years. Looking forward to their trip this summer, Olesek says, 
“It’s a great week.” 

Olesek has many pets, including a golden retriever named Summer, 
three cats named Sunny, Stogie, and Cakester, and “a number of” 
chickens. When asked why his cat Cakester was given such a peculiar 
name, Olesek explained, “You know, cakester, like an oreo cakester.” 
He further clarified that Cakester was originally named Oreo but that 
the family decided to change her name when she “fattened up real 
quick... you know, like those double stuffed cakesters that are just 

Martin takes California’s social and fashion scene by storm

Family man Olesek thrives in his community
super thick and pudgy.” When asked to specify the number of 
chickens his family owns, Brooks stated, “the flock is thinning.” 
Olesek doesn’t actually know how many chickens he currently 
has, but he estimates that the flock’s population has dropped 
from about 22 to 14.

Throughout high school, Olesek has undergone a social 
transformation. Having preferred to spend more time alone in his 
underclassmen years, Olesek took his time integrating into 
the LGHS environment. Olesek notes, “I don’t always assert 
myself right away,” but he is now actively involv-
ing himself in the school community. Pitching on 
the varsity baseball team has been rewarding for 
Olesek athletically as well as in terms of his current 
friendships. His first year on varsity earned him the 
nickname “Uno,” and was a little “tough” because he 
was the only sophomore on the team. But since then, 
he has become great friends with other pitchers including 
seniors Jack Zukin and Dakota Rogers, whom he knows 
desperately wanted to be mentioned in this article. 
Brooks asserts that he never would have participated in 
the Senior Talent Show, playing a 20s ragtime song called 
Maple Leaf Rag, if not for the confidence he has acquired 
from the baseball team.

Apart from his ragtime piano skills, Brooks has broad 
music tastes. Best defined by his three Spotify playlists, 

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

LGHS can give its thanks to senior Spencer 
Herder for the amazing videos that show and share 
our Wildcat pride. Herder contributes many hours 
of his time to create videos like the 2016 Lip Dub 
and fall and spring spirit 
rallies for all of Los Gatos 
High to watch and enjoy. 
He recently sat down with 
El Gato to tell his story of 
how photography and vide-
ography entered his life and 
made such an impact on 
not only himself, but also 
on the entire student body. 

Herder’s first days as 
a videographer began 
his sophomore year with 
a GoPro in hand, taking 
shots while skiing and 
snowboarding. His interest 
in film continued to grow 
that same year in his Digital 
Photography class. He con-
tinued in the program his 
junior year, and by senior 
year decided to make the switch to Yearbook. He 
explained that the Yearbook class gave him the 
opportunity to create projects and videos specifi-
cally for LGHS and his fellow students, as opposed 
to working independently in the years prior. 

Herder considers photography “one of his top 
passions,” and his dedication to the art is obvious. 
For example, when asked what the most difficult 
project was during his time on Yearbook staff he 
responded, “I don’t really look at it as being hard 

by Shreya Koushik 
Sports Editor

At first glance, senior Bridgette Li can be 
found crocheting afghans and practicing her cello; 
little does she know the amazing impact she has 
on her peers. Li’s friendly demeanor and charis-
matic smile are widely known around the school, 
from greeting new students on their first 
day to helping fellow classmates in 
difficult classes.

As a novice crocheter, a musi-
cian, a baker, and a Netflix 
lover, Li has many passions. 
She loves curling up on the 
couch with her three cats, 
Crosby, Copper, and Fuzzy, 
to watch her favorite shows, 
Friends and Dateline. “I like 
Joey and Phoebe the best, 
but Rachel is the most relat-
able,” Li notes. She continues, 
“I also really like Seinfeld; I have 
watched all the episodes.” 

Li has played the cello since the 
fifth grade and is in the high school’s 
orchestra. She regularly practices at school and 
on her own. Li also enjoys baking chocolate chip 
cookies; her guilty pleasure is eating the dough.“I 
would consider myself an old soul,” she confides. 
“I really like music from back in the day.” Some of 
her favorite artists include Simon and Garfunkel, 
the Beach Boys, and Joni Mitchell.

Li’s favorite movies comprise of The Sound of 
Music, Mary Poppins, and Anne of Green Gables. “I 
have watched The Sound of Music probably twenty 
times; Maria is my favorite,” Li states matter-of-
factly. Although her favorite character may be 

Brooks’ range of musical preferences varies from classics to 
modern rap and changes based upon his audience. The first play-
list, “bumpin tunes,” is mainly for “when Gavin leaves because 
it’s all explicit.” The next two, entitled “sing-alongs” and “rockin 

jamz,” are more classic rock based and are “the playlists mom 
will listen to.”

Last but not least are Olesek’s trademark pajamas. 
Famous for wearing a pair of pajama pants to school, to 

his piano performance, and around town, Olesek loves 
sporting these comfy pants alternatives. He explained 
the history of his pajama wearing; “In 8th grade at the 
school I went, we made pajamas. So in eighth grade I 

made my own pair of pajamas with dinosaurs on them 
and I just loved them to death because I spent so much 

time on them and they were super comfortable.” Once again 
showing off his domestic “best-dad” side, Brooks confirmed 

that he sewed them himself. He added, “Because I sewed them, 
they ripped at the crotch, so I couldn’t wear them again. It was a 

tragedy. But after they ripped I was still like, ‘you know this whole 
pajama thing is pretty good’ and bought another pair.” Look out for 

his current pair of signature smiley-face pajamas. 
All in all, Brooks hopes to pursue baseball and economics next 

year. He hopes to learn a lot from the students around him, as he 
does in his current classes. So, chat with Brooks if you see him 
around, because he’s really a stand up, best-dad, kind of guy.

just because I enjoy it so much. I think it’s just 
finding different ways to do things as far as editing 
or getting a specific shot. I see it as a challenge, 
but I like finding a way to make it work.” Picking 
a favorite video on the other hand proved an easy 
question to answer. “The Lip Dub was definitely 

my favorite project, even 
though it took the least 
amount of work on the 
post-production side. It 
shows our school spirit the 
most, as opposed to other 
videos that I’ve done with 
specific sports just because 
those don’t showcase 
the entire student body  
as much.”

While LGHS will cer-
tainly miss its top vid-
eographer, Texas Christian 
University is the next stop 
for Herder. “I felt at home 
with the people there,” 
Herder explained. “I defi-
nitely like Texas. I’ve only 
been there once before, 
and I think it’s a unique 

place that I haven’t spent much time in. It’s a new 
place to explore.” He hopes to continue his work 
in photography and videography in college with a 
plan to minor in film at TCU. A marketing major, 
Herder hopes to somehow integrate his passion for 
film into his future career. 

If you see Herder around school, be sure to wish 
him luck at TCU and thank him for all the amazing 
work he’s done for LGHS. To check out his favorite 
video, go to https://youtu.be/uBnCvHjGA8s. 

Maria, Li relates most to Anne from Anne of Green 
Gables “because she’s kind of the same age group, 
and she is a teacher and I want to be a teacher.” 

Recently, Li committed to UC Irvine to major 
in education or math and later become a teacher. 
“I wanted to be a doctor before, but after realizing 
all that doctors had to do, I decided not to.” She 

was first inspired to be a teacher by Los 
Gatos’ own Ms. Rachlin. Li’s favorite 

subjects in school are French and 
Math. She accredits her love of 

these subjects to her favorite 
teacher Ms. Drouin. “I’m so 
excited to choose what I’m 
studying and study stuff that 
I am really interested in.” 
Because of her future proxim-
ity to Disneyland, Li is hoping 
for a job there during college. 
Li’s dream occupation would be 

either working in Fantasyland or 
manning the carousel, her favorite 

ride. Li is ready for a relaxing year 
in southern California next year and a 

bright future ahead. 
After college, Li wants to stay in California. 

“I either want to live in Marin because I like 
redwood trees, or in southern California because 
I like the beach.” Hoping to take many vacations, 
Li aspires to one day celebrate Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans with those closest to her and learn about 
pastoral life in Georgia.

Li’s favorite quote is fittingly one from Mother 
Teresa: “We shall never know all the good that a 
simple smile can do,” and Li’s smile can brighten 
anyone’s day. Li will never cease to make those 
around her feel welcome.

Herder amazes with his quality videos Li is the epitome of an old soul
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S. 
Ko

us
hi

k

one day, and that one time she got bored at a 
49ers game so she went to a Sharks game. Martin 
loves her future home, the city of Los Angeles, 

for its non-stop flow of 
fun events and myriad  
of restaurants. 

Martin even attended 
Coachella, literally the 
hottest music festival in 
California. In two and a 
half days, She flaunted 
six outfits and one wig. 
This feat involved going 
home in the middle of 
each day to change, but 
it paid off when multiple 
people mistook her for 
Kylie Jenner. However, 

Martin’s style icon is not Kylie Jenner, it’s her 
mom. Although it seems like fashion is one of 
the main attractions of Coachella, her favorite 
acts were Zed and RL Grime, but her least favorite 
part was getting stuck in a moshpit. 

The year is coming to a close, but Martin 

is embracing the change that will characterize 
these upcoming months, “I am not sad about 
graduation.” Ready to utilize the seven hours 
of her day consumed by school, Tianna cannot 
wait to embrace a fully independent life at Santa 
Barbara City College in the fall. Her advice to 
underclassmen is “Don’t care about what other 
people think. You need to let that go real fast. Be 
your own person. Last year at my private school, I 
would have never come to school with no makeup 
on or my hair in a pony tail. I’ve done that this 
whole year.”
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