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Movies maintain summer vibes
by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

You captioned that photo “take me back,” and 
Hollywood heard your cry for help. Whether you’re 
queuing up your next big binge-watch or wistfully 
remembering summer, camp, and all things that 
don’t involve school, these movies are sure to get 
you feeling those vacation vibes:

Meatballs: This movie captures perfectly the 
hilarity and hijinks of a sleepaway summer camp 
in the 1970’s. Beware, because bellyaching laughter 
ensues, and your friends will be sick of you refer-
encing the movie’s many taglines.

Kings of Summer: This movie tells the story 
of three boys who spend their summer building a 
house in the woods and eventually fake a kidnap-
ping so they can live young, wild, and free.

Moonrise Kingdom: Another cult classic from 
director Wes Anderson revealing two young love-
birds escaping Boy Scout camp and a boring family 
in order to be together.

The Parent Trap: Whether you watch the origi-
nal or the Lindsay Lohan remake, this story of twin 
trickery begins with summer camp shenanigans.

The Lost Boys: This movie gives you a peek  
at what the Santa Cruz Boardwalk looked like  
in the 80’s, if it was also infested with vampires.

Banksy’s Dismaland debuts
by Sarah Sullivan
Culture Editor

“Truly depressing, thin, and quite boring” 
proudly states the Dismaland website. Dismaland, 
a portmanteau of ‘dismal’ and ‘Disneyland,’ is the 
latest body of art curated by renowned graffiti 
artist Banksy. Located in Weston-Super-Mare, a 
seaside town in Somerset, 
England, Dismaland features 
a dark twist on the classic 
Magic Kingdom. Banksy calls 
it a “bemusement park,” and 
describes it as “a festival of 
art, amusements, and entry-
level anarchism.”

Banksy is famed for his 
politically controversial 
street art. Whether his pieces 
are intended to have a polit-
ical impact or are just darkly 
humorous, they have the 
ability to make one contem-
plate their meaning for hours 
on end. Banksy’s Dismaland 
embodies this perplexing 
quality. For example, a killer 
whale jumping out of a toilet 
through a hoop seems to be a 
reference to the controversy surrounding SeaWorld 
following the release of the documentary Blackfish. 
A wrecked Cinderella’s pumpkin coach is featured 
along with a horde of paparazzi, mirroring the Prin-
cess Diana car crash in 1997. A sculpture featuring 
a boat full of immigrants and one floating in the 
nearby water highlights the current immigration 
crisis going on in Europe. However, all of the art is 

open to interpretation by each individual.
At the center of Dismaland stands a large, Dis-

ney-esque castle, albeit a weathered and derelict 
version of the original. It is surrounded by murky 
water featuring a distorted ‘Little Mermaid’ statue 
and a partially submerged police van with a neon 
green plastic slide leading out of it. Another statue 

features a woman on a bench 
being attacked by a swarm  
of seagulls. 

The park will feature ten 
new graffiti pieces by Banksy, 
as well as three more galleries 
devoted to the art of over 50 
artists from 17 countries. Like 
Banksy’s art, they will explore 
themes of cultural and political 
mockery. Jeff Gillette, an artist  
from Orange County, California, 
attacks the issue of landfills in 
today’s society. Gillette’s work 
features a combination of popular  
Disney bird characters and the 
slums, as the cartoon birds circle 
over a dump.

Although Banksy has made 
millions of dollars in past years 
from the sale of his pieces, the 

artist claims to be vigorously anti-capitalistic by 
attacking Disney as a corporate power in his newest 
installation. A sign near the entrance proclaims the 
strict prohibition of knives, spray paint, marker 
pens, and lawyers.

The park will be open from Aug. 22 to Sept. 
27, with tickets priced at three pounds, or  
about 4.70 dollars.

by Hyuntae Byun
Editor-in-Chief

Benedict Cumberbatch has had a busy summer. Known for his 
roles in the hit series Sherlock and popular movies such as Star 
Trek: Into Darkness, Cumberbatch recently took on the role of 
Hamlet in the London Barbican Theatre’s production of Shake-
speare’s iconic play.

The play officially opened on Aug. 25 following three weeks of 
previews, and will run until the end of October. Tickets sold out 
within minutes of being offered online, making this production of 
Hamlet the fastest-selling play in British history. Currently, tickets 
are being sold on eBay for up to 2,300 dollars.

On opening night, Sherlock co-stars Martin 
Freeman, Louise Brealey, and Mark Gatiss 
joined other celebrities including Dan Ste-
vens and Ray Davies to make appearances 
in support of Cumberbatch. Initial 
reviews vary; Cumberbatch’s per-
formance is generally critically 
acclaimed, whereas most negative 
reviews involve the production 
aspect of the play.

The play caused a bit 
of controversy when it 
first opened, as theater 

Benedict Cumberbatch stars in Hamlet
staff announced that Cumberbatch would not be accepting gifts 
or signing autographs to the chagrin of expectant fans. However, 
Cumberbatch ultimately obliged; he was seen signing autographs 
and posing for selfies while surrounded by adoring fans after his 
latest performance.

Right after opening night, Cumberbatch asked fans to 
refrain from using their phones during the performance to 
film him, stating that “I can see cameras, I can see red lights 
in the auditorium… It’s blindingly obvious… it’s mortifying 
and there’s nothing less supportive or enjoyable as an actor 
being on stage experiencing that, and I can’t give what I  

want to give you.”
This is not Cumberbatch’s first appear-

ance onstage. In 2005, he participated in 
the London production of Hedda Gabler 

alongside actress Eve Best, and has 
starred in a rendition of Frankenstein 
with Jonny Lee Miller. However, this is  
the f irst  t ime Cumberbatch is  
acting in Hamlet.

Many actors begin their careers in the 
theater or end up acting in theater at some 

point, including many of the actors whom 
Cumberbatch works with. For example, Cum-

berbatch’s upcoming Black Mass movie also fea-

Caddyshack: The beloved comedy reveals the 
hilarious chaos of a hoity-toity golf club in the 
70’s, as well as the extreme efforts of a devoted 
groundskeeper on a mission to destroy the gophers 
plaguing his grounds.

Wet Hot American Summer: This classic was 
recently revamped as a Netflix original series 
with the original all-star cast that includes Amy  
Poehler, Bradley Cooper, Elizabeth Banks, and 
Paul Rudd. The original movie from 2001 high-
lights the craziness of the last day of summer at  
Camp Firewood and will leave you in tears from 
laughing so hard.

Aquamarine: This flick is what dreams are 
made of; the protagonists, played by young Emma 
Roberts and Jo Jo, are a pair of best friends  
who meet a real live mermaid. They help her  
find true love with the bonus of a sea chic  
makeover and attending an awesome end of 
summer bash.

Staten Island Summer: Released on Netflix 
this summer, this comedy directed by Lorne 
Michaels  stars many past and current members of 
the Saturday Night Live cast and tells the story of 
a pool club’s lifeguards and their quest to throw an 
epic lifeguard bash by the end of summer.

by Charlotte Pla
World Editor

Though you may have taken a social media hiatus over summer 
break to prove a point to your parents, your favorite celebrities did 
not. Throughout the summer, they tweeted about their upcoming 
movies/ albums, what “really crazy” thing their child did that day, 
and, of course, whatever problem they have with Donald Trump. Most 
recently though, it hasn’t just been a presidential toupee that has 
celebrities tweeting up a storm.

DRAKE VS. MEEK MILL: This Twitter feud was closely followed, 
attracting the attention of Drake, Meek Mill, and Nicki Minaj fans 
alike. It all started when Mill released his album “Dreams Worth 
More Than Money” with a track featuring 
Drake. After the album dropped, Mill turned 
to Twitter to call Drake out on hiring 
a ghostwriter to write his verse in the 
track “R.I.C.O.” from Mill’s album. Drake 
responded by releasing a diss track, “Back 
to Back,” and both rappers posted on social 
media reacting to the drama that the feud 
created. Minaj, currently dating Mill, did not 
get involved in the fight, but was widely 
talked about because of her friendship 
with Drake and relationship with Mill. 

The feud has since been put to bed, and many conspiracy theorists 
have called the feud a publicity stunt because it was timed perfectly 
with Mill’s album drop.

NICKI VS. TAYLOR: The VMAs, known for leaving their audience 
dumbfounded by the end of the annual award show, released their 

nominations for video and music categories earlier 
this summer. Categories include Video of the Year, 

Best Female Video, and Best Hip Hop Video, 
two of which Nicki Minaj’s “Anaconda” video 
was nominated for. Minaj was upset that she 
hadn’t been nominated for Video of Year— not 

because she was confident 
that her video deserved 
such a high award, but 
because she believes 
that black women are 
constantly influencing 
hip hop culture and 
are rarely recognized 
for it. Swift misinter-
preted Minaj’s ranting 
tweets because of how 
they alluded to her “Bad 
Blood” music video in  

Celebrity beef heats twitter over the summer
which Swift chose to cast only her close friends, most of whom are 
white supermodels. Minaj tweeted that she hadn’t been specifically 
talking about Swift’s video, and Swift tweeted back, “If I win, please 
come up with me!! You’re invited to any stage I’m ever on.” The feud 
quickly died down, but brought to light a cultural issue that must be 
addressed: the lack of acknowledgement black women receive for their 
influence and impact in the world of pop culture.

ZENDAYA VS. FANS: Following any mention of Zendaya are usually 
the words “slay” or “queen.” She is known for her witty tweets,  
trendy style, and mature transition from Disney-star to a more  
serious musician and actress, while sticking to what she believes. 
Zendaya is well known for being a family-oriented girl and is  
not shy about it on social media. Recently, when Zendaya posted  
a photo with her two parents, fans began tweeting hurtful things 
such as “they made a gorgeous ass child lol,” and “Her parents 
really ugly I really would cry.” Zendaya typically doesn’t respond to  
hate, but felt the need to address such rude and off-color remarks  
about her family, especially from people who call themselves her  
fans. The day after the influx of hate, Zendaya tweeted a photo of  
herself with her parents. She wrote about how wonderful they are and  
how she was praying for the people behind the hateful comments. 
She ended her response to the haters with, “Go look in the mirror and 
know that you too are beautiful, because such hateful things only 
stem from internal struggles. Bless you.”

tures Peter Sarsgaard, who starred 
as Hamlet in the New York Classic 
Stage Company. Rory Kinnear, 
who starred alongside Cum-
berbatch in the acclaimed 
Imitation Game acted in the 
London National Theater’s  
2010 Dane.

Though Cumberbatch’s Hamlet 
is still only viewable in-person, it 
will be broadcast live in cinemas 
throughout the world starting Oct. 15 
through the British National Theatre  
Live series.
(Sources: LA Times, BBC, 
NY Times, Vanity Fair,  
Metro UK)
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