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News Editor

Craving some tasty treats, but don’t have an oven? Look no further – this 
no-bake cookie recipe is what you’ve been waiting for. With the perfect 
chocolate to peanut butter ratio, these cookies certainly hit the spot. If you 
can look past the stick of butter and excessive sugar to the seemingly-healthy 
oats, this will make a semi guilt-free after-school snack. Read up and enjoy!
Ingredients: 
2 cups of sugar
½ cup of milk
1 stick of butter
¼ cup unsweetened cocoa powder
3 cups of old fashioned rolled oats
1 cup smooth peanut butter
1 tablespoon vanilla
Instructions:
1. Mix the sugar, milk, butter, and 
cocoa powder together a pot.
2. Bring the ingredients to a boil 
over medium heat, stirring occasion-
ally. Let boil for one minute. 
3. Remove from heat and add the 
oats, peanut butter, and vanilla to 
the pot. Stir to combine.
4. Drop spoonfuls of the mixture 
onto wax paper. 

experiences with sexual abuse and violence. For example, during the 
most recent Academy Awards in February, Lady Gaga performed an 
original song titled Til It Happens To You in the company of 50 survivors 
of sexual assault on stage with her. The song includes heart-wrenching 
lyrics describing the pain victims from sexual assault feel as their 
struggles are often pushed aside or not taken seriously.  

Kesha, in her statement on Facebook, sums up the reason for 
bringing her experience into the public eye, “All I ever wanted was to 
be able to make music without being afraid, scared, or abused...Yes, 
I am very much a feminist, but more than that, I am a humanist. I 
believe in supporting my fellow human beings in being SAFE. We’re 
all in this together. You are not alone.”
(Sources: CNN, Facebook, Rolling Stone, Twitter)

Culture 13El Gato • Friday, March 25, 2016 • www.elgatonews.com

by Camille Fowler
Web Editor

In 1984, the world was introduced to the most revered para-
normal comedy of the 20th century. The original Ghostbusters 
film was added to the top 100 comedies by the American Film 
Institute, and it was nominated for two Golden Globes and 
two Academy Awards. For decades, children have asked, “Who 
you gonna call?”, followed by a hearty “Ghostbusters!” The 
film featured iconic stars such as Bill Murray, Sigourney 
Weaver, Arnold Ramis, and Ernie Hudson, and it is 
now considered a classic, setting the precedent for 
paranormal comedies to come.

Now, 30 years later, the Ghostbusters story 
is being revisited, except the team of bust-
ers is now made up of a handful of female 
comedians. The film will star Melissa McCarthy, 
Kate McKinnon, Leslie Jones, and Kristen Wiig. The 
movie is based upon two friends, Erin Gilbert (Kristen 
Wiig) and Abby Yates (Melissa McCarthy), who decide to 
write a novel to prove the existence of apparitions. Years later, 
when Gilbert is a professor at Yale, their novel resurfaces, but 
Gilbert passes it off with a laugh. Soon after, ghosts invade 
Manhattan, and Gilbert and Yates must team up with a nuclear 
engineer (Kate McKinnon) and a subway worker (Leslie Jones) 
to save the world from the seemingly indestructible force of evil.

However, the Ghostbusters remake has been a long and dif-
ficult road. The original director, Ivan Reitman, was on board 
with the idea from the start. They reeled in Dan Aykroyd, 

GhOstbusters sparks CONTROVERSY 

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

On Feb. 19,  the New York Supreme Court denied Kesha the abil-
ity to terminate her contract with her producer and alleged abuser, 
Dr. Luke. Fans stationed themselves outside 
the New York ourthouse with posters, chants, 
and the classic Kesha glittery star face paint 
to show their devotion and support. Pictures 
showing the singer crying in the back of a New 
York courthouse spread across social media. 
The hashtag “#FreeKesha” started trending 
worldwide on several social media websites, 
but the battle between Dr. Luke and Kesha is 
much more complex than just a hashtag and 
a sum of money.

The case began in 2014 when Kesha,  
full name Kesha Rose Sebert, filed a civil  
lawsuit against Dr. Luke for drugging and  
emotionally and sexually assaulting her  
during her time with his label, Kemosabe 
Records. The suit alleged, “For the past 10 
years, Dr. Luke has sexually, physically,  
verbally and emotionally abused Ms. Sebert  
to the point where Ms. Sebert nearly lost her 
life. Dr. Luke abused Ms. Sebert in order to 
destroy her self-confidence, self-image, and 
self-worth so that he could maintain complete control over her life  
and career.” It also included several claims that Dr. Luke “forced 

Fellow musicians support Kesha after trial 
himself” onto Kesha while she was “intoxicated and drugged.”  
The producer then countersued Kesha, accusing her of defama-
tion. Since then, she has been fighting to break her contract with 
Kemosabe and its parent company, Sony Music Entertainment, to 

continue her music career without the abuse 
from Dr. Luke. 

After the court’s decision on Feb. 19, 
several artists spoke out in support of Kesha. 
One of the most noteworthy supporters was  
Taylor Swift, who donated a total of 250,000 
dollars to Kesha and her family. While the 
donation was greatly appreciated by Kesha 
and her fans, other artists thought the money 
was only creating more problems. Singer Demi 
Lovato heard the news of the donation and 
tweeted, “Take something to Capitol Hill or 
actually speak out about something and then 
I’ll be impressed.” 

Kesha reached out to her fans through social 
media, thanking them “a million times over” 
for their devotion and constant support. In a 
Facebook post, she wrote, “I think about young 
girls today – I don’t want my future daughter – 
or your daughter – or any person to be afraid 
that they will be punished if they speak out 
about being abused, especially if their abuser 

is in a position of power.” 
The case has inspired several people to come forward about their 

ROM: Chocolate PB Cookies 
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Culture Editor

Capturing the hearts of moviegoers across the nation, the hit 
superhero movie Deadpool has wowed critics and dedicated Marvel 
fans alike. Featuring Ryan Reynolds as the red spandex-clad, comedic 
anti-hero, Deadpool is a hilarious and extremely R-rated film that both 
lives up to and exceeds expectations. 

Marvel fans have eagerly anticipated the film since 2013,  
when test footage of Reynolds in the red suit first leaked. Gory, 
expletive-filled, and absolutely not child friendly, Deadpool  
was a sharp detour from Disney’s family-oriented Marvel  
flicks. Although Fox was initially strongly against giving 
the film an R rating, the crude humor and violence of  
Deadpool is what makes it one of the best comic book 
adaptations yet. The film also remained incredibly 
faithful to the original comic series. In the  
comics, Deadpool repeatedly breaks  
the third wall, achieving medium  
awareness by referencing writers, 
text panels, and Marvel itself. In the 

New Deadpool Movie exceeds expectations 
movie, writers took special care to personify Wade Wilson’s insanity  
and his love for addressing his audience. The screenwriters’  
ability to capture the essence of the comics is the backbone of the 
movie’s success. If the comics were interpreted to be too family 
friendly, the entire film could have turned into two hours of  
poor one liners and weak jokes. If the comics were interpreted as  
a pure action-filled movie packed with explosions and drawn-  

out fight scenes, Deadpool would have lost all of the humor  
and hilarity for which it is famous. Luckily, 

writers found a strong 

middle ground between comedy, drama, and action, allowing Deadpool 
to live up to its cinematic potential. 

Critics have also lauded Ryan Reynold’s performance as a central 
factor in the film’s success. Although there was some initial concern 
that Reynolds, who was already 38 years old when the filming began, 
would be too old, Reynolds proved that he seemed born to play the 
character. Armed with a vulgar sense of humor and superhero bad 
boy looks, Reynolds pulled off every scene in the movie, from action 
sequences, angsty drama, and vulgar jokes, to the even more explicit 
material. Strong performances from Reynold’s co-actors Morena Bac-
carin and Ed Skrein were also integral parts of the film.

Deadpool has also proven to be a major financial success. 
After only a month in theaters, Deadpool has grossed over 619  

million dollars, and also opened up to a record-crushing 300  
million dollars in its first weekend. Although Deadpool 

had to live up to some serious hype, the movie 
is one of the few that actu-

ally pulled off the adapt- 
ation and wowed 

its audiences. 

Harold Ramis, and Ernie Hudson to appear in the film, but 
Bill Murray was unavailable. Then, when Ramis passed away 
in 2014, Reitman resigned from his position as head director. 
Paul Feig was then hired to fill Reitman’s position.

Originally, the reboot was going to be a sequel with the 
same all-male cast, but the absence of both Murray and 
Ramis made Feig rethink his plans. He quickly found the 

perfect solution: an all-female cast. Unfortunately, the 
movie has received backlash from angry Ghostbusters 

fans over t the all-female cast. After the release 
of the new promo, some debated a boycott. 

Sexist comments and criticisms plagued 
the internet, and Kristen Wiig said that 
they “really bummed [her] out!” Director 
Feig fired back at haters, saying “it’s pure 

misogyny.”
In addition, the movie team also expe-

rienced anger from people who claim that the 
casting is racist. The three white women in the team are 

cast as the scientists, whereas Leslie Jones portrays the less-
educated subway worker. Jones’ role is also represented as a 
stereotypical, sassy black woman who “knows the streets.” 
This issue has drawn attention from dozens of media outlets 
around the world, as well as on Twitter.

Nevertheless, the reboot is scheduled for release on Jul. 
15. Despite the blatantly sexist criticism over the female 
cast, the movie is expected to be a box-office hit.
(Sources: E! News, CinemaBlend, The Guardian, Time)
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Scan the QR code on your smartphone to check out 
a web exclusive article about new art exhibits in 

the area on elgatonews.com.
wp.me/p2W3nv-1vJ
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