
he’s not announcing the paranormal activity emanating from Mr. 
Hughes’ brown plush recliner, Noymer finds himself playing hard-
to-get with the AP Euro teacher. He refuses to answer discussion 
questions as an indication of being “on strike” when Mr. Hughes does 
not favor him. Noymer fights 
for his beliefs, sacrificing 
precious points for the cause.

Full of hidden talents and 
idiosyncrasies, Ben Noymer 
is possibly one of the most 
interesting students at LGHS. 
To truly understand the com-
plexity of this sophomore, 
you may have to observe 
him strumming his guitar on 
top of Half Dome, clutching 
a cheeseburger while jug-
gling a soccer ball. Or you could say hi to him in the quad… whichever 
is more convenient. This may be hard, though, because the only person 
he really wants to see with his piercingly reliable eyesight is Mr. Hughes.
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• dale lived in
   australia
• noymer goes
   backpacking

by Sanna Hakkarainen
News Editor

At first sight, one’s first impression of freshman 
Graham Hinsche is that he is a “ginger.” Hinsche 
has flaming red hair that looks as though he could 
catch anyone and anything on fire. However, 
upon closer examination, one can see that 
he is more than just his hair. Hinsche 
may seem quiet at first, but after 
talking to him it is evident that 
he is extremely hilarious.

Friends of Hinsche would 
describe him as a “nice, funny 
guy.” Before living in Los Gatos, 
Hinsche resided in Los Angeles 
for a year and in Chicago for three 
years. A fact about Hinsche that 
most people do not know is that he 
is extremely proud to be a ginger. Most 
people tease Hinsche, along with other 
gingers, for his iconic red hair. However, 
Hinsche claims that he is proud to be a ginger 
mainly because “only one percent of the population 
has red hair,” and he is glad to be different from 
the rest of the ninety nine percent of the world. 

When asked who would portray him in a movie 

about himself, Hinsche responded confidently with, 
“I think that I am so unique that I am the only 
person who could play the part correctly.” Then a 
few seconds after, he added that he also does not 
know any redheaded actors. His life motto is “hard 

work beats talent when talent doesn’t work 
hard.” These words inspire him because, 

“[He is] talented at some things, but 
[he is] not the most talented person 

in the world, and that is when hard 
work comes into play.”

Hinsche’s favorite sports are 
baseball and football, both of 
which he plays. He currently 
plays as an offensive tackle, 
offensive guard, and defensive 

tackle on the LGHS freshman 
football team. Along with football, 

Hinsche hopes to play on the LGHS 
baseball team in the spring. Hinsche is 

a baseball fanatic in all regards. He avidly 
follows baseball on TV, and because his family 

is from Los Angeles, they are Dodgers fans. His 
family even named their dog Dodger after the team. 
Hinsche’s love for the Dodgers may be a bit out of 
place in the Bay Area because the Dodgers and the 

Hinsche uses hard work and talent in sports
Giants are such long-standing rivals, and Hinsche 
does not take this rivalry lightly. He claims that 
one of the top items on his bucket list is seeing “the 
Giants [lose] the world 
series.” Additionally, 
Hinsche plays Madden 
and keeps track of his 
fantasy football team 
in his spare time. Hin-
sche is quite the fantasy 
football addict and has 
been extremely success-
ful, especially with his 
top player, Tom Brady.

Hinsche is nothing 
if not a hard worker, 
particularly when it comes to reaching any goal he 
has. Though his parents were against the idea at first, 
Hinsche’s stubborn personality and persevering argu-
mentative skills convinced them to buy a pet lizard. 
Hinsche then went to Petco and bought himself a 
“little lizard friend” after saying for months that 
he could not go through life without one. However, 
after owning the bearded dragon, Mr. Burnham, for 
a week and a half, he realized that he in fact did 
not need a lizard in his life. Hinsche came to the 

conclusion that he hated having a pet lizard and 
said that “it should go die in a hole.” Hinsche saw 
how much responsibility came with owning a lizard 

and decided he was not 
prepared for the com-
mitment. Currently, the 
number one thing on 
Hinsche’s to-do list is 
to get rid of his lizard.

His average school 
day begins with him 
waking up at 7:30. He 
then takes a quick 
shower, gets dressed, 
and runs to school “usu-
ally with bagel in hand 

and always late.” After class, Hinsche has football 
practice, and on Friday he will usually watch the 
varsity football game. He then goes back to his house 
with his buddies and plays Madden for hours on end.

Hinsche has a hilarious personality. He may be 
late to school sometimes, but he is still a person 
worth getting to know. Hinsche is ready to take on 
high school, one sock-and-sandaled foot at a time, 
and will hopefully find a new owner for his lizard 
on the way.

K. Hinsche 

by Shreya Koushik
Sports Editor 

Well-rounded freshman Casey Kamali is 
ready to take on the world one goal at a time. 
When she is not hanging out with friends and 
family, Kamali can be found leading the fresh-
man class to success, dominating the soccer 
field, or winning on the volleyball court. 

Being family-oriented, Kamali says, “My 
mom is probably my best friend; we do every-
thing together.” With 
two younger siblings, 
one at Fisher and the 
other at Blossom Hill, 
she loves her tight- 
knit family.

Kamali describes 
herself as outgoing and 
positive, and her Leader-
ship classmates strongly 
agree. She is easily 
recognizable because of 
her constant smiles and 
laughter during class. 
Kamali is freshman class 
president and is well 
on her way to running  
the school. 

Other than being a 
role model for her fellow 
students, Kamali enjoys 
watching and playing sports with her family. 
Her favorite football team is the Dallas Cowboys, 
and she enjoys playing and watching soccer. 
Kamali also plays volleyball, but she has not 
been able to play for the school because of a 
back injury; she is still undecided about playing 
school soccer because of previous concussions. 
Kamali recalls, “The doctor says I should play 
no-contact sports for a while.” Kamali enjoys 
refereeing youth soccer as a part-time job 

noymer does not know his vegetables
by Lauren Sanders and Jordan Evans
Opinion Editor and People Editor

When he’s not at soccer practice, backpacking 
in Yosemite, or playing his guitar, you can probably 
find sophomore Ben Noymer eating a double bacon 
cheeseburger or studying for his next AP Euro test. 

On an average day, Noymer can be seen speeding 
across the soccer field as the center back barrier 
in his team’s defensive wall. He started playing 
the sport “at age four because my mom signed me 
up for Kidz Love Soccer.” Noymer emphasized that 
“Kidz is spelled with a ‘z’.” Despite his position in 
the back half of the field, Noymer has scored six goals this season, 
most notably some perfectly positioned headers. Possibly paired with 
his dislike for exercise, Noymer doesn’t have any major plans to play 
soccer in college; however, he continues to play the sport because 
he has “a good team” and he’s “better at it than other sports.”

Noymer also spends more than a week each summer backpacking,  
and one of his favorite locations is the Ansel Adams Wilderness. One 
of the most remarkable experiences there, he recalls, was hiking 

during a lightning storm. His favorite parts about 
backpacking are the sense of freedom it gives 
and the opportunity to take “really artsy pics.”  

When asked to vegetable his personality is 
analogous, he immediately queried, “Does quinoa 
count?” He quickly rebounded after being 
shot down, responding with “Carrots, ‘cause 
I have good eyesight.” However, Noymer con-
cedes that he has never visited an optometrist. 

Noymer also identifies with “the little kid 
that got lost at the beginning of Lord of the 
Flies;” perhaps he feels lost himself. He cur-

rently, however, has his sights set on owning a burger joint, an 
idea encouraged by the fact that his dad “makes double bacon 
cheeseburgers on some holidays.” Then again, the future is 
never certain because he just wants “to be a frog, to be honest.” 

Whenever he gets the chance, Noymer practices both the electric and 
acoustic guitar. He has been playing the instrument for five years, but the 
quasi-mariachi apprentice admits to “not being as good as [he] should be.”

Noymer has found a true home in the history classroom. When 

by Jessica Blough 
Center Editor 

“There are three things that people know about 
me: I love London, Les Miserables, and hockey,” stated 
junior Rachel Kulakofsky, though many students 
have noticed her for more than just that. Kulakofsky 
is one of the most unconditionally optimistic and 
passionate students on campus, even beyond her 
favorite city, movie, and sport. 

Kulakofsky always finds a reason to be happy 
through each obstacle she encounters. When answer-
ing a question about a character who inspires her, 
Kulakofsky commented, “I could do Leslie Knope, for 
her unending optimism, or Jace Wayland from City of 
Bones, but I decided to say Edward Bloom from Big 
Fish because he’s able to find the most interesting 
things and the most enjoyable things that happen to 
him in life and turn them into these amazing stories, 
and that’s something I thought about. If I can make 
these amazing stories out of what I do throughout 
life, if there’s a bad day and I can find the best thing 
that happened and form my mood around that, then 
I can live a happier life.”

Kulakofsky possesses an unparalleled passion 
for the novel-turned-musical-turned-motion-picture 
phenomenon Les Miserables. Kulakofsky has seen the 
entire movie 40 times since its release in 2012. What 
most draws her to the movie 
is that “it has something for 
everyone if they go into it 
with an open mind. I don’t 
know why anyone doesn’t 
like it. Of course it’s sad and 
people die, but it’s not all 
about that. All the characters 
are so different and provide 
so many different outlooks 
on life; the way that they 
contrast each other works 
so well together, and I think 
that’s what makes it really 

interesting.” From her obsession came a love for 
London, home of Eddie Redmayne and the original 
musical production. When Kulakofsky visited London, 
she was awed by how she could “think back and create 
a time machine in [her] head” by just walking around. 

Kulakofsky’s next great passion is her love of 
hockey, which she grew up watching and now plays. 
Her favorite team is the San Jose Sharks, which she 
has avidly followed since she was young. She has just 
begun playing roller hockey as well and hopes to join 
the Los Gatos team next season. Kulakofsky will be the 
only female player on the team, but that will not hold 
her back. “I’m interested to see how it will go; I think 
it will be fun.” Kulakofsky also loves to play lacrosse 
and plans to play for LGHS for the second time this year. 

Kulakofsky is also very involved with her BBYO 
chapter. She has served on her chapter’s board for the 
past three years, including as president this past year. 
Her job is to make sure that the other people on the 
board stay on top of their work and do their jobs. The 
commitment to BBYO takes a lot of time, but “it’s so 
rewarding, getting to see young members go through 
the chapter and knowing that we assisted them.”

Kulakofsky hopes to skydive, attend college on the 
East Coast, serve in an impoverished community, and 
become either a CIA field agent, a pediatrician, or a 
fashion designer. At the moment, her future remains 

fairly unpredictable, but 
she looks forward to her 
independence and the 
chance to see different 
parts of the world and the 
cultures that accompany 
them. Wherever she ends 
up, Kulakofsky will carry 
her endless optimism 
with her, living by her 
favorite Les Miserables 
quote: “Even the darkest 
night will end and the sun  
will rise.”

Kulakofsky exudes pure positivity

courtesy R. Kulakofsky

J. Evans

Kamali admires bravery
because “it pays pretty darn well,” and she 
loves working with kids.

In her free time, Kamali enjoys reading 
books, listening to music, and catching up on 
her favorite TV shows. Her favorite book is 13 
Reasons Why by Jay Asher, and her favorite TV 
show is Modern Family because of her ability to 
relate to characters Alex and Haley Dunphy. “My 
sister and I are both mixes between Haley and 
Alex, so we love to watch the show.” Her favorite 

artists include Sam Smith, 
Shawn Mendes, Maroon 5, 
and Ed Sheeran. 

If Kamali were a box 
of cereal, she would be 
Rice Krispies “because not 
a lot of people eat those, 
and I wouldn’t want to 
be eaten.” If she could 
trade places with one 
person for a day, Kamali 
would want to be Kim Kar-
dashian because she likes 
her lavish lifestyle. When 
she was little, Kamali’s 
dream job was a doctor 
because of her father, who 
is a general practitioner. 
Recently, she has been 
looking into being a psy-
chologist because of her 

fascination with the human brain and interac-
tions between people.

If Kamali were to give one piece of advice, 
it would be from one of her favorite movies, 
We Bought a Zoo: “You know, sometimes all 
you need is 20 seconds of insane courage, just 
literally 20 seconds of embarrassing bravery, 
and I promise you something great will come of 
it.” Kamali plans to live by this advice while she 
makes the most of her high school experience.

courtesy C. Kamali


