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• Rhind seeks
   thrills
• Despars 
   coins slang 

by Madeline Hagar
Opinion Editor

Safety goggles? Check. Stump Remover? 
Check. Matches? Check. These questions 
frequent the mind of senior Reid Barton. 
Barton often spends hours after school or 
weekends putting his engineering skills to 
the test. Some may call him an adrenaline 
junkie or pyromaniac, but Barton is truly 
just an intelligent, curious teenage boy. 

In elementary and middle school, 
Barton valued opportunities to express 
his creativity and out of the box thinking. 
His passion for building electronics and 
rockets began when he started high school. 
Fueled by a love of math and science, 
Barton undertook every challenge in his 
AP Physics classes with a smile on his face. 
However, Barton’s passion for engineering 
and physics doesn’t solely exist within 
the walls of the classroom. According to 
Barton, he “needs the freedom to think, 
build, and create.” When he sees a problem, 
he wants to try and figure it out. This 
curiosity, initiative, and determination 
led Barton to build his own rockets, potato 
cannons, and even a quadcopter. 

Barton and his engineer friends man-
aged to transform your ordinary potato 
gun into a cannon that launches potatoes 
over 500 feet into the air. Not only has 
Barton masterfully created potato guns 
and rockets, he has also built his own 
quadcopter. What is a quadcopter you ask? 
A quadcopter is a remote controlled device 
similar to a drone. Still not satisfied? 
Search “rabbinator33” on YouTube to see 
videos created by none other than Barton 
himself. When asked about the safety of all 
these experiments, Barton promised that 

Engineer Barton innovates
he is very safe, stating, “Yes, I have started 
fires, but never an uncontrollable one in 
the house. We’re safe.” Barton ultimately 
aspires to be an astronaut, where he can 
put his engineering skills to the test as 
he attempts to make explosives in space. 

Just outside of range of the rocket 
launches, you might find Barton’s dog, 
Romeo, examining the scene. When Barton 
is not busy creating his latest explosive, he 
enjoys hiking with his dog. Barton is also a 
fan of the chocolate favored and Flinstone 
inspired breakfast cereal commonly known 
as Cocoa Pebbles. These make a perfect 
snack when binge watching re-runs  
of Elementary.  

So whether he is covered in soot from 
his latest experiment, hiking the back 
roads of LG with Romeo, Barton is sure to 
make a splash! If I were you, I would keep 
a look out for Reid Barton. Who knows, he 
might just be the next Neil Armstrong or 
Steve Jobs.

by Lark Breen
Culture Editor

Some may recognize freshman Emma Gerson from her astonish-
ing performance of Feeling Good at this year’s 
Thursday Night Live, which left the audience 
standing, open mouthed and applauding 
wildly. Otherwise, Gerson is recognizable for 
her stunning smile and infectious laugh.

Whether painting, singing, writing, or 
teaching herself to play the guitar, Gerson is 
happiest spending time doing activities that 
spur her imagination and creativity. Gerson 
explains, “when I’m being creative, I feel more 
awake and alive. It makes me feel happier than 
anything else.”

However, Gerson has had very little free 
time these past few weeks, as she has been 
consumed with rehearsals for the school’s pro-
duction of How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying, pageants, and competing in 
South Bay Teen Idol. Stage fright is not and 

has never been a deterrent for Gerson; in fact, the opportunity to 
perform for an audience is one that Gerson cherishes. She will be 
performing Dr. Feelgood by Aretha Franklin in the Teen Idol com-

petition from 7:00 to 9:00 pm on Apr. 2.
Some day when she isn’t overscheduled, 

Gerson would love to hike Castle Rock, watch 
a good movie, and make a fun craft before 
getting a good night’s sleep. However, if 
she could do absolutely anything, rejecting 
the restrictions of logical possibility, Gerson 
would take a trip to the moon. Fascinated 
by space, she claims she “could stare at the 
stars forever.” In fact, Gerson would love to 
pursue a career investigating either space 
or the human brain. The entrancing element 
of these career options is the element of 
the unknown. Gerson explains, “I want to 
do something that’s always changing, like 
neuroscience or space science; something 
mysterious and weird that no one really 
knows about.”

One thing Gerson does know well is making people feel com-
fortable around her. Although she is extraordinarily talented and 
confident, Gerson is far from self-centered. Her proudest moment 
to date is helping her sister Hazel overcome her shyness to sing in 
front of an audience, and Gerson’s personal aspiration is to “just to 
make other people feel happy all the time.”

Gerson claims that her spirit animal is a combination of an ostrich 
and a lioness. “I am protective and loving, like a lioness, but I’m also 
weird and awkward, like an ostrich,” she laughs. Her awkwardness 
comes through in her occasional, devastating clumsiness, but her 
love for people and for life is constantly present. She appreciates 
time with others as well as time spent alone, and is most grateful for 
her family, friends, and the overwhelming goodness of life. Gerson 
reflects on her life, saying, “I’m so lucky to live in a country where 
girls can be themselves, learn, and lead beautiful lives.”

Look out for Emma Gerson around school and on stage, and be 
sure to support her at the South Bay Teen Idol competition. Addi-
tionally, if you’re interested in laughing and having a great time 
with at least one really fun person, contact Gerson about the Nick 
Clique, a club she wishes to start and dedicate to viewing pictures 
of Nicolas Cage and laughing.

by Cole van Miltenburg and Jordan Evans
Sports Editor and People Editor 

Frequenting the stage in both musicals and 
plays, sophomore Rishi Chhapolia is one of the 
most fascinating characters here at LG. Chhapolia 
has a keen interest in the performing arts, which 

developed during his middle school years in India. 
He joined the Bangalore School of Speech and 
Drama, a training institute with over 200 students. 
While at the school, Chhapolia took the LAMDA 
(London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) exam 
every year, which tests an actor’s performance and 
communication skills. 

Born in New Jersey, Chhapolia and his family 
moved to Bangalore, India, when he was three years 
old. He lived there until last May, 
when his father got a job in Palo 
Alto and they moved to the Bay 
Area. Regarding his move, Rishi 
noted that “it was definitely 
a culture shock.” However, he 
said that the move taught him 
perseverance and created an even 
stronger bond within his family. 

Chhapolia faced a large tran-
sition when he switched from 
his school in India to LGHS. In 
India, the students focused on 
intensively studying material 
for exams; however, “the main 
difference here is thinking for 
yourself and having lots of proj-

ects.” Overall, Chhapolia says that the American 
education system is “more beneficial,” and he is 
happy with his move to the US.

The thespian explained that in India, he used 
to perform in large productions. The majority of his 
shows were of the fantasy genre, like The Wizard of 
Oz. The group performed in “a huge theater in the 
city [of Bangalore], and over 4,000 people came 
each year.” Chhapolia did not initially intend to 

participate in the LGHS drama 
program, but he explains that 
“I heard about the play on the 
announcements, and I thought I 
should just try it out and luckily 
I made it.” This fall he performed 
in the comedy The Nerd, which 
was a strong contrast from his 
roles in fantasy plays in India. 
He portrayed the role of Warnock 
Waldgrave, a stern and unhappy 
businessman caught up in several 
chaotic and humorous situations. 
Chhapolia enjoyed performing 
a comedy for the first time, 
although he says Waldgrave’s 
somber personality is strikingly 

Before water polo starts up again, however, Rhind will 
take advantage of the heavy snowfall in Lake Tahoe. 
Although he was unable to commit to a team like last 
boarding season, Rhind still tries to get up to either Bear 
Valley or Squaw Valley most weekends. The terrain park, 
jumps, and rails are where he likes to spend the majority 
of his days on the slopes.

 Rhind finds plenty of heart-racing fun in 
physical activities, but his musical talents 

are also a great source of exhilaration. 
Friends and family can still recount 

the epic guitar solo he performed 
at a Walden West talent show in 

fourth grade, and Rhind has 
expanded his playbook to 
include the bass, tuba, and 
drums. He played the tuba 
for Fisher Middle School’s 
Concert Band, and hoped 
to practice in high school 
as well, but couldn’t fit the 

class into his schedule. Rhind 
currently loves the drums the 

most because the music is “fast 
and loud.” Rock is his favorite 

genre to perform because there are 
so many exciting and varied drum parts 

to the scores, something the adrenaline addict 
really appreciates in the songs he plays.

 When asked about his favorite food, Rhind 
immediately responded with, “my mom’s Vietnamese 
food. She gets stuff at this market in San Jose and makes 
it with my grandma and it’s really good.” Rhind has a 
unique cultural background; his mom is Vietnamese and 
his dad is Scottish. “It’s different, but it hasn’t really 
affected me,” says Rhind.

If you haven’t already met Aiden Rhind, it won’t be 
long before you see him on the stage, bombing a mountain 
path on his bike, or representing the Wildcats in the pool.

rhind boards to the beat

Gerson, a wonder on the stage, debuts her musicality and creativity
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by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

Most students spend their freshman year of high 
school searching out what hobbies and activities they will 
do for the next four years. For freshman Aiden Rhind, 
it’ll be business as usual. Rhind is a true adrenaline 
junkie, and has been since a young age. Mountain biking, 
playing water polo, snowboarding, and drumming 
fill up his schedule these days. Rhind has  
no complaints.

Two days out of the week you 
can find Rhind tinkering on bikes 
in the back of Summit Bike 
Shop, where he has worked 
for nearly a year. He has 
wanted to work with bikes 
since he was in third grade, 
the year he and his dad first 
rode together. Though it 
started out as a fun thing 
to do with his dad on the 
weekends, mountain biking is 
now Rhind’s favorite competitive 
sport. He races against other local 
bikers at competitions on the week-
ends, which made his job at Summit 
Bikes feel like a natural next step as he 
approached high school. Fixing bikes also feeds 
into Rhind’s dream to become an engineer. He is currently 
enrolled in the Intro to Engineering class at LGHS, in 
which he builds programs and hones the creative side of 
his math and science mind. 

Besides biking, Rhind also gets his adrenaline fix 
from water polo and snowboarding. With two years of 
experience playing club water polo, Rhind loved his first 
year on the LGHS JV team. “We had a lot of wins, and 
there are a lot of great kids on the team,” says Rhind. 
He most appreciated the team atmosphere of this season 
and looks forward to the new season this coming fall. 

courtesy R. Barton

different than his 
own. He notes: “it was 
interesting to portray 
him because he’s very 
vital to the storyline 
and I got to perform 
a lot of funny lines.” 

Besides his vast 
achievements in the-
atre, Chhapolia is also 
captivated by music. 
This year he is taking 
Beginning Guitar, 
although he has been 
learning the instrument for three years. Addition-
ally, he has expressed his creativity and interest 
in music by composing his own original pieces. On 
making his own musical pieces, Chhapolia says, “I 
love to keep experimenting and come up with new 
things.” He especially enjoys electronic and rock 
music, but likes to “infuse different genres instead 
of just sticking to something.”

With many diverse interests, Chhapolia brings 
a new style to LGHS. If you get the chance, strike 
up a conversation with him about his music. You’ll 
likely seem him up on stage sometime soon as well.

Scan the QR 
code above 

to check out 
Rishi’s Spotify!
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chhapolia  brings theatricality to the us


