
Fashion Club and training to sell couture clothing 
at Azadeh. Making a special exception for Taluk-
der’s sublime portfolio, Stanford’s student-run 
fashion magazine MINT has taken her on as a 
photographer, and Talukder hopes to utilize this 
opportunity to remind people of the intellectual 
side to fashion. 

Accomplished, stylish, and intelligent all 
describe Talukder, but her friends would also 
include odd in that description. Her favorite 
songs are classic jazz hits like La Vie En Rose by 
Louis Armstrong and The Dock of the Bay by Otis 
Redding. In her bedroom, where she has a loft 
bed built by her parents and decorated by the 
signatures of her friends, Talukder also hoards, 
er, houses her collections of vintage suitcases 
and butterflies. “I have one of the same models 
of the suitcase that Audrey Hepburn carried 
in Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” brags Talukder. This 
gem came at no great expense, however, as 
she acquired it using her incredible thrifting 
skills. Talukder went on to explain she likes to 
thrift items with a story, which contributes to 
her love of vintage items like the suitcase. To 
explain Talukder’s obsession with preserved bug 
specimen, you must know that her family has 
broken international customs laws to feed this 
collection. “My sister got me a few butterflies on 
her trip to Thailand this summer, so when the 
customs people asked if she had any fruit or bugs, 
she just said, “no.” She says she interpreted it 
to mean did she have any live bugs,” Talukder 
giggled as she confided this white lie.

Talukder is just like any other Los Gatos 
teen in the sense that she appreciates a Great 
Bear CCC and binges 30 Rock in her free time, 
but many don’t realize she’s a Muslim by creed. 
While she is not a strict Muslim, she does not 
eat pork and will never kill a spider. She does 
not wear a hijab, nor does she really ever focus 
on the doctrine of Islam that emphasizes women 
hiding their beauty. Talukder appreciates the 
teachings of Islam on addiction, explaining that 
one of the key pillars of her faith is that whether 
it is money, alcohol, or coffee, you should not be 
dependent on any kind of material. When asked 
about the challenges of growing up Muslim in 
America, Talukder says, “people are very, very 
stupid… well it’s not that they’re stupid, it’s 
that they haven’t taken the time to examine 
the religion and understand that it’s no different 
from any other religion.”

Take the time to understand that while Leilah 

Talukder is highly accomplished and fashion 
forward, she’s also just a weird bug girl who 
wants to show you old suitcases, will get almost 
any Parks and Recreation reference you make, 
and dance with you to the sandpaper crooning 
of Louis Armstrong.

by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

If Jamba Juice had a confidence boost for its 
smoothies, it would be in the form of a conversa-
tion with senior Leilah Talukder. “I’m awesome, 
like I know I’m awesome,” she said to me in a 
recent conversation, “and so are you.” While you 
may not know her personally, you’ve probably 
gawked as she walked by you wearing a fabulous 
array of clothing cultivated over years of skilled 
thriftshopping.

This is not Talukder’s first time being fea-
tured in print, and it definitely won’t be her 
last. Her first stint in the news was as a middle 
schooler in Peru, where she performed with the 
U.S. National Synchronized Swimming Team at 
the Pan-American Games. “The competition was 
shown on national television in Peru, and then 
there was an article written about us at home, 
and I was included in it because I won two gold 
medals at the event,” Talukder reminisces. A few 
years later, when she moved up to the 13/15’s 
National Team, Talukder’s Pan-American perfor-
mance was broadcast across Puerto Rico, where 
the competition was held. Over the summer, she 
coached at the first-ever Synchronized Swimming 
Athletes With Disabilities Exhibition in Taiwan, 
which was shown in all of the Asian countries as 
well as Russia.

Though her days competing in international 

synchronized swimming competitions are over, 
Talukder continues to make headlines. Just this 
past summer, she spent nearly a month in her 
father’s home country of Bangladesh promoting 
his app Yaksee, which her club, Language Out-
reach, uses to teach Bengali girls English. Her 
work with the app and its impact on distance 
learning technology was covered by Bengali print 
and television news.

As a retired international athlete, teacher, 
and innovator, it’s hard to imagine Talukder has 
time for much else in her schedule. But a talented 
person like Leilah Talukder knows how to squeeze 
value out of every second of her precious time, 
making it possible for her to coach disabled 
synchronized swimmers, do charity synchro 
performances with Bay Area Aqualegs, and work 
part-time at Azadeh Couture.

If you know her, you’ll know that Talukder is 
all about fashion. “In synchro, I was known for my 
artistry. After I quit, fashion filled me up the same 
way that my showmanship did,” says Talukder. 
She decided that rather than spend 40 hours a 
week for the next 7 years in the pool training for 
the Olympics, she wanted to use her high school 
years  to develop other interests and skills. Now 
she’s into her second year in LGHS’ fashion design 
and construction class. Aside from her dedication 
to the class, Talukder is also president of LGHS’ 
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by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

Junior Kyle Cullinane is the happiest person at Los 
Gatos High. Dedicated to keeping a positive attitude 
and staying active by participating in his extracur-
riculars, spending time with friends, and pursuing 
varied interests in school, he brings a breath of fresh 
air to all who have the pleasure of talking to him. 
Cullinane channels this energy and adds 
to the friendly culture we all strive to 
create at LGHS. 

Most of Cullinane’s free time 
is occupied with athletics. 
Involved with baseball and 
ultimate frisbee at LGHS, 
he plays an important role 
in both sports. Cullinane 
originally brought the 
Ultimate Frisbee Club to 
campus last year and con-
tinues to serve as its vice 
president. Cullinane plays 
ultimate regularly, claiming 
that it provides a joyful and bond-
ing experience for himself and his 
friends. He thought other kids at LGHS 
would enjoy the game as “a way to stay active, 
run around, and have fun with your friends.” Baseball 
also takes center stage in Cullinane’s life. Having 
earned the nickname “Coach K” by often helping out 
the underclassmen, he excels in several positions. He 
has played his whole life and looks forward to playing 
outfield this coming season. 

Cullinane’s optimistic attitude and love of life stem 

by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

Sophomore Lucy Dale (pictured left) is con-
nected to both LGHS and her previous home in 
Australia through her passion for field hockey and 
her love of nature.

 In middle school, Dale moved to Australia with 
her family for a year. While there, Dale began her 
now-favorite hobby, field hockey. Additionally, 
the young teen got to experience an entirely new 
culture while in The Land Down Under. She easily 
recalls the days of school where her fellow class-
mates showed up to school with wet, salty hair 
from early morning surfing sessions. Dale and her 
family enjoyed traveling around the continent. She 
explains, “I just like traveling around the country 
and see all these amazing plants and animals and 
places.” When she was forced to pick a sport in 
Australia, she reluctantly picked field hockey, but 
now Dale finds herself, several years later, playing 
the sport with passion.

by Shreya Koushik & Cole Potter
Sports Editor & Web Editor-in-Chief

Few among us can talk as much as senior Alejan-
dro Camargo. Even fewer, though, have his ability to 
intellectually challenge and connect with our fellow 
peers. Camargo will be the first to admit his tendency 
to speak at length on the issues that concern him, but 
his desire to speak his mind and capacity to do 
so empathetically allows him to make such 
a great impact on LGHS. 

Camargo was born in the Bay 
Area, but he did not stay here for 
long. Having lived in the Chi-
cago area as well as China and 
France, Camargo was shaped 
by his constantly changing 
surroundings. Camargo is 
also the child of two native 
Spaniards and fondly 
recalls his annual summer 
trips in the south of Spain. 
Despite his fluency in the 
language, he “just can’t do 
a good Spanish accent. It’s 
so annoying!” When asked 
about whether he believes 
his multinational upbringing 
has influenced his perspective 
on the world, he replied that “I 
don’t see myself as someone who 
was defined by one aspect of their 
childhood... I find it hard to trace back to 
that, but I definitely learned a lot from all of 
those different cultures.” 

Camargo continues to learn from the experiences of 
others and greatly enjoys debating facets of life with 

Dale is a bubbly and outgoing girl who 
describes herself as adventurous, happy, and 
comical. You can find her running for her own 
enjoyment, working at the Santa Cruz Animal 
Shelter in her free time, and cheering on the 
Green Bay Packers. Fairly regularly, Dale attempts 
to “catch some waves” in Santa Cruz but needs 
what she calls “babysitting” from her father. She 
explains, “I run into a lot of people surfing; it’s 
stressful. I feel bad for the surfers around me. 
It’s harder than it looks…They don’t know that 
I don’t know what I’m doing, so they assume that 
I can steer around them and I really can’t steer 
around them. It’s embarrassing.”

Although Dale comes across as outdoorsy, she 
hides her secret love for reading, especially the 
Harry Potter series. Her ideal day would be chilly 
so that she could curl up in cozy clothes and read 
a nice book. Most people also do not know that 
Dale admires her father for his determination to 
go after what he wants in life and his pursuit 

Talukder swims and stylesCullinane loves life

Camargo Enjoys debating 

Dale struggles to surf and reminisces time in Australia

from his close group of friends and active lifestyle. 
When asked to describe his perfect weekend, he 
reflected back to a few weeks ago when he trav-
eled to Tahoe with friends. The group filmed its 
adventures to preserve their memories and spent 
the days playing ultimate and other games. To 
keep his optimism up whenever he can, Cullinane 

writes anecdotes and life lessons he’s learned 
in his phone for easy access to motiva-

tion. His favorites include “people  
are the meaning of life” 

and “if you don’t accept  
others, how can you  

accept yourself?”  
When Cullinane 

does find himself 
with free time on 
his hands, he enjoys 
watching his favor-
ite movies and lis-

tening to music. He 
defines his music taste 

as “anything and every-
thing country,” with artists 

like Darius Rucker topping the 
list of his favorite singers. A movie 

night with Cullinane would feature Tom 
Cruise’s classic films like the Mission Impossible 
series and Top Gun. 

Optimistic, helpful, and enthusiastic, Cullinane 
contributes to the warm atmosphere at LGHS. If you 
see him in the halls, be sure to strike up a conver-
sation about ultimate frisbee or the latest country 
chart-topper. He will be more than happy to talk. 

others. “I would call myself opinionated for sure.” 
Camargo explains, “But I don’t think that’s neces-
sarily a bad thing.” Many of Camargo’s friends and 
peers would agree with this quality of conviction 
and know well his desire to argue. Yet, Camargo does 
not want to be pigeonholed into a life of debate and 

has interests expanding far past what he delib-
erates over with others. “I actually, want 

to be an engineer. I don’t know how 
many people have asked me if 

I’m going to become a lawyer, 
but I really love math and 

building things.” Camargo 
has built radios and heli-
copters, and the list 
continues to grow. 

 Because of his 
heavy course load 
of five APs, Camargo 
had to quit water 
polo, but he con-
tinues to swim for 
the school team. In 
his free time, Cam-
argo plays his guitar, 

swims, and watches TV 
and movies. His favorite 

show to binge watch is 
The Office; he has watched 

it at least six times all the 
 way through. 
Standing by and defending his 

polarizing opinions is only one of Camar-
go’s skills. Alejandro Camargo is a well-rounded stu-
dent with varying interests that range from arguing to  
music to engineering.

courtesy K. Cullinane

S. Koushik

of success as a computer programmer. Although 
Dale is not as tech-savvy as her dad, she hopes 
to follow in his footsteps by finding a job that 
makes her equally happy. Right now, her focus 
is to graduate high school with good grades, but 
beyond high school she only knows that she wants 
to work outdoors. However, she said she would 
love to be the intern like in The Devil Wears Prada 
because “you get to go to fashion week, you get 
to look at all the magazines, you get an amazing 
closet full of clothes that you get to wear for free, 
and amazing shoes.”

Dale compares herself to Pascal from Disney’s 
Tangled due to her “low key sass,” and she is 
sure to make anyone laugh. Her adventurous 
personality and kind spirit make her a great friend 
as well as an intriguing classmate. Although 
you probably should not take advice from this 
sophomore on surfing or technology, you can 
definitely bond over your love for nature and 
Harry Potter addiction.

courtesy L. Talukder

courtesy L. Dale


