
SportsPage 18
•Football 
  season ends
•Cheer trains 
  to compete El Gato • friday, December 4, 2015 • Los Gatos High School • elgatonews.com

by Cole van Miltenburg
Web Editor

The LGHS Cheerleading Team is working harder than 
ever in order to perfect its routine for two upcoming 
events. Members of the team have been practicing 
countless hours for a nearby competition in Daly City 
and also have their eyes set 
on Nationals in February. 

Although the football 
season has concluded, the 
cheer team is still going 
strong and has high ambitions 
for its season ahead. Unlike 
performances at spirit rallies 
or football games, the atmo-
sphere of upcoming events 
will be much more intense. 
The team will be compet-
ing against many other high 
school teams in large venues 
with lots of lighting as well 
as loud announcements and 
music. At spirit rallies and 
football games, the team aims 
to show off its hard work and 
promote school spirit, but 
in competitions, teammates 
also have their minds set on 
winning first place. 

In a typical competition, 
teams are evaluated by three 
judges based on a variety of 
factors including difficulty, 
technique, transition, and 
execution of their routines. 
Each team is given a score, and the highest-ranking 
group wins the competition. However, the LGHS cheer 
team will be headed to Nationals in February regardless 
of its performance in Daly City because of its first-place 
performance at Nationals last year. The team has an 

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

The football season for LGHS officially ended on Nov. 21. Bleachers 
at Valley Christian High School were filled with cheering fans who 
came out to support the Wildcats. Although Los Gatos was unable to 
win the game, the boys are extremely proud of the 2015 season and 
look forward to next year for another chance at a CCS championship. 

The game started off strong for LGHS with a starting line up of 

seniors and juniors including seniors Hunter Bigge, Jake Parrinello, 
Colt Doughty, Jake Holton, Harry Hibberd, Ryan Gault, Miles Beach, 
and juniors Ryan Wilcox, Jake Tonges, and Ben Grasty. Wilcox 
caught a pass from Bigge, scoring the first touchdown of the night. 
Wilcox then made another touchdown catch in the second half. Valley 
Christian, however, fought back with a strong offense and ended the 
game with a score of 34-15. 

Despite being unable to continue further in the CCS championships, 
the team is extremely proud of its efforts. The boys all feel connected 
through the brotherhood they share as described by team captain 
and senior Miles Beach, “It’s very emotional actually. We all love each 
other. We spend so much time with each other with [football] being 
such a huge aspect of our lives. It’s going to be a huge difference not 
spending four to five hours every day with those guys.” 

The 2015 football season for the Wildcats was impressive and a 
success overall, with the team winning 7 out of 11 games. Because of 
the loss of several valued players who graduated last year, the boys 
were not expected to do well; however, they proved those who doubted 
them wrong on several occasions. Beach regards this as a favorite 
aspect from this past season, saying “I think we surprised a lot of 
people. Expectations for our team were low because we lost some of the 
best athletes I’ve ever seen. I feel like we proved those people wrong 
though. We came out and had a lot of heart and determination. We 
had some great games this season that I’ll never forget.” 

Students at LGHS are sad to see this year’s season come to a close. 
Spending a Friday night under the lights with friends and family all 

cheering for the Wildcats is a feeling like no other. Beach gave this 
season justice in calling it “a rush of adrenaline that nothing will ever 
compare to.” It’s safe to say that rush was felt by not only the players, 
but also by all fans of football at LGHS. Roll cats! 

Football season ends successfully despite CCS loss

LGHS soccer has high ambitions for the season ahead
by Madeline Hagar
Opinion Editor

After weeks of conditioning and tryouts, the girls and boys soccer 
teams are ready to kick off their seasons. Both teams have CCS in their 
sights and are looking to prove themselves to each other and their 
opponents. The lady Wildcats had a rough last season, with only two 
wins, eight losses, and two ties. Last year, the boys had an amazing 
run, making it all the way to CCS, but they were stopped short by 
Valley Christian in the first round of the playoffs. With each new 
season, there are new opportunities, ones these players and teams 
cannot wait to take.

After the girl’s varsity coach Jack Schweitzer stepped down last 
season, the boys’ varsity coach, Rusty Millard, elected to take over 
the team. After only a couple of weeks, Millard has already made a 
positive impact. Senior Rachel Vlamis commented, “Coach Rusty is 
awesome; I’ve never had a coach with such energy and passion for 
the game. He’s always thinking about how to help us improve and get 
better and pushes us to be the best players we can be. I have a high 
respect for him as a coach.” Millard’s passion for the game and high 
energy, combined with the players’ hopes for a league and CCS title, 
have made for a very competitive and motivated team. 

Captains Mayte Corral and Juliana Damore led the varsity team in 
its opening match against Mitty on Mon., Nov. 30. The team suffered 
a 0-5 loss with goalie and captain Corral sustaining an injury early 
into the match, but the team rallied and kept fighting. The team will 
not let this result lessen its motivation. The girls are already looking 
towards their future matches. On Dec. 4, both JV and Varsity will take 
on Leigh at home.

The boys soccer team has high hopes for its season as well. The 
team are looking to win another league title and go further into CCS 
this year. Although team members will definitely miss Coach Rusty and 
his enthusiasm, they will not let this set them back. Previous assistant 
coach Brad Radonich will be taking over as the new head coach for the 
boys varsity team. Senior Nate Esry has “high expectations and with 
the level of the talent the team has, expects the team to go deeper into 
CCS.”  Leading the way on and off the pitch will be captains Jagger 
Rizol, Cal Huesby, and Grant Miller. The boys officially started their 
season on Tues., Dec. 1 against Saratoga. 

Overall, both teams are excited and determined to prove themselves 
this year. Come out and support the boys and girls soccer teams on 
their way to success! Like the girls during warm-ups say, “This is our 
time, together WE WILL…”

Cheer preps for competitionsLG basketball begins
by Jack Zukin
World Editor

After months of conditioning and 
weeks of tryouts, both the girls and boys 
basketball teams are ready to start their 
long awaited seasons. 

The girls team, with only four seniors, 
had a solid 18-9 season last year, losing to 
Presentation in overtime in the Division 
II CCS Semifinals. Having a veteran roster 
this year, they hope to do even 
better and make it even 
further into CCS. 

The boys were 
not as successful 
last year, ending 
with an admira-
ble 14-13 record. 
But, they did 
make it all the 
way to the Divi-
sion II CCS Semifi-
nals, losing to Leland 
54-43. Both teams look 
to improve this season in 
order to reach the finals. 

The boys are more than hopeful 
about this season. Senior and captain Will 
Lamb had a lot to say about this year’s 
team, noting that the team chemistry 
is pretty strong considering most of the 
guys grew up playing ball together. He 
also commented on how young the team 
is, meaning that they have a lot to learn. 

Due to Coach Nick Ward’s dedication, 
the team isn’t worried about its lack of 
veterans. Ward’s high expectations for his 
team have driven the players to work hard 
and take the game seriously. 

 C. van Miltenburg

READY: The team practices stunts for the Dec. 5 competition.

LAST GAME: The team tried its best but faced a difficult defeat against Valley Christian.

KICKING IT OFF: Player Annette Greenley defends the ball during the opening match.

ANTICIPATION: Team members watch from the sideline during the intense game.
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Los Gatos Basketball has not brought 
home a league title since 1997, and it has 
never won a CCS title; reaching these mile-
stones are two major goals for the team this 
year. The players are excited to start the 
season, pointing to their great shooting, 
experienced guards, and star sophomore 
Dylan Belquist, who is 6’5”. Although 
Los Gatos is in a tough league, the team 
believes that it can beat every school in  

the league.
The lady Wildcats hope 
to keep up their momen-

tum from last season. 
Senior Sarah Nelson 
pointed out that 
because of their 
lack of height this 
year, the players are 
going to have to be 
quick and reliant on 

their shooting. Coach 
Sami Field-Poliso is 

taking on her fourth 
season as the girls varsity 

head-coach, and players have 
mentioned how everyone is comfortable 

around her. She helps foster the team chem-
istry that is so essential to the success of 
the team. Keep an eye out for sophomore 
post player Alex Anthony, who the team 
is excited to see develop as a sophomore  
on varsity and is expected to be a star  
player. This will be an exciting year for 
Los Gatos Basketball, which hosts its  
first game at home against Leland on  
Dec. 3. Come out and support your  
fellow Wildcats as they begin their  
2015-2016 season!

impressive record of winning Nationals for the past four 
years and is determined to continue its winning streak.

Team members have been attending two-hour prac-
tices four times a week and are working with coach Mary 
Francis to refine their routine for the upcoming Daly 
City competition. Their two-and-a-half minute routine 

includes combinations of a 
variety of stunts, tumbling, 
jumps, motions, and dance. 
With the basics perfected, 
the team is now working 
towards making its stunts 
more complex and precise.  

The girls on the team 
have formed close bonds 
and friendships from work-
ing together during prac-
tices and having fun while 
cooperating to execute 
their performance flaw-
lessly. Not only are they 
determined to perform well 
and beat out opponents in 
Daly City and at Nationals, 
but they also want to show 
other teams and judges the  
countless hoursthey have 
spent practicing. Sopho-
more Holly Hill says that 
she enjoys “the feeling after 
putting everything together, 
and knowing that all your 
hard work was worth it.  
The feeling of accomplish-
ment is even better when 

it’s felt throughout the team.”
Make sure to cheer on the girls at the Cow Palace 

competition in Daly City on Dec. 5, as well as the JAMZ 
National Championship, which is in Las Vegas from Feb. 
28 to Mar. 1.
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