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Editorial

by Cole Potter

Web Editor-in-Chief

On Dec. 22, the web series Playhouse of Cards premiered in the
LGHS theatre to a large crowd of students, alumni, and members of
the community. The premiere came after a year of hard work on the
part of former LGHS students Anthony Abaci and Nina Kramer. The
four-part miniseries is based on the popular Netflix series House of
Cards and can be viewed now on YouTube.
Abaci, producer of the project, opened the night with a brief
insight into how the series was made. He then thanked audience
members, others who worked alongside him, and director Kramer.
Among those mentioned were fellow LGHS alums Lane Lyle and Ruth
Murai. The evening continued with a screening of the four episodes,
which rolled between silly innocence to frightening dramaticism on
the part of the talented child actors. After the applause following the
final episode had died down, Abaci and Kramer took the stage along
with Layla Ziani, one of the child actresses from the series, to field
questions from the audience.
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The idea for the series had been Kramer’s to start, since she was
a fan of the Netflix original, and she had reached out to Abaci last
winter with the hope of collaboration. One obstacle stood in the pair’s
way; they now lived across the country from one another. However, the
two were able to continue progress on the project despite their film
studies and the distance separating them by emailing scripts back and
forth and recruiting friends to work on the series with them. Abaci
launched an Indiegogo campaign to fund the project last spring, and
the pair reached their 20,000 dollar goal by late May.
After months of preparation and coordination on the part of Abaci,
the two assembled a cast and crew and were ready to begin shooting
in late June. “It was crazy,” Abaci said during the Q&A, “Just the
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amount of things you have to get together to film anything.” “This is
the first time either of us had done anything like this,” Kramer added,
“You have a rough idea of how much work it’s gonna be beforehand, but
you still have no real clue.”
As the night came to a close, Abaci urged the audience to share
the project with their friends. The series was released in four separate
episodes to the public on Dec. 25. Friends of the cast and crew supported a social media campaign with the goal of having the series reach
the eyes of Kevin Spacey, the Netflix series’ star. Although the hashtag
#WatchThisKevinSpacey was ultimately unsuccessful, House of Cards
showrunner and lead writer Beau Willimon saw and enjoyed the series,
tweeting, “This is pretty great! Nice
job kids! And happy holidays from
To watch the
everyone at @HouseofCards”
Playhouse of Cards
After having watched all four epiweb series, scan the
sodes, I wholeheartedly recommend
QR code here.
the series to anyone who may not have
already seen it. The show itself is great,
but Abaci puts it well in the original
Indiegogo campaign, “Success is all
about opportunity, and the scripts of
Playhouse of Cards are truly spectacular
and one-of-a-kind. By helping out the
Playhouse of Cards team, you capitalize
on this opportunity to put what you
want in entertainment onto the screen,
paving way for young storytellers to
create bigger and better projects in the future...Thank you for your
time! *Double Knock*”
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THE BIG SCREEN: Kramer and Abaci’s successful work premiered at the LGHS theater.

UP TO THE PODIUM: Main character, Frank Underwood, runs for president of his class.

Editor-in-Chief

The Los Gatos-Saratoga Joint Union High School District (LGSUHSD)
recently began posting laminated signs on street poles in order to
declare its intent to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration of Construction for upcoming projects. Specifically, it refers to the
planned classroom buildings and music facilities.
The declaration was released after the school
district decided to diminish the environmental
effects of the new buildings.
The new classroom and music buildings will take the place of the current
maintenance yard, which is adjacent
to the industrial wing. The new
maintenance yard will be moved
behind the football stadium to
accommodate the change. The new
building, spanning 18,500 square
feet, will house ten classrooms,
shared-use spaces, storage areas,
and restrooms and will be completed within the next two years or
so. The building will have a maximum
height of 35 feet and will consist of
two stories.
The music department will transfer to
the new building from its current location
behind the theater. The building will have over
14,500 square feet of space on one story, which will
be divided between practice rooms, instrument storage,
and other music-oriented amenities. Before the buildings become
fully operational, the school will remove the extant portables in the
parking lot in order to free up more spots.

Parking has become a contentious issue this school year; at the beginning of the year, the administration made the unprecedented decision
to restrict parking permits primarily to seniors. As a result, residential
streets such as Alpine Road have become popular parking destinations for
students without parking permits, prompting residents to petition
the town for a solution.
Meanwhile, the LGSUHSD recently demolished a district-owned house on the corner
of Pleasant Street and New York Avenue.
Demolition entailed the removal of all
on-site trees; the district says that
it has a plan to replace those trees,
which were too entrenched to
work around. The site will host
new parking locations and will
also be restriped to prevent
bottlenecks; currently, the area
is just one of two ways to enter
or exit the parking lot, and the
district hopes that restriping
will alleviate some of the heavy
before and after-school traffic.
Regardless of the creation of
a new site, the school’s current
plans will ultimately eliminate more
parking spots; the school is replacing
49 spots through its various construction projects with just 41 new spots. To
field public concerns and questions about the
upcoming projects, traffic, and parking, the school
is planning to host a community meeting soon, although a date has
not yet been set.
(Sources: SJ Mercury News, LGSUHSD)
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