
SPORTS
Volume 90 Number 8 www.elgatonews.com Friday, April 29, 2016

LGHS lacrosse teams face off competitors in the finals

by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor

On Fri., Apr. 22, the LGHS Swimming and Diving 
team faced Palo Alto for the team’s Senior Meet, or 
last home meet of the season.

Among the most notable swims were junior Han 
Nguyen’s first place in the 200-yard IM, junior 
Anthony Cassacia’s win in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and freshman Laura Herron’s winning 500-yard 
freestyle. Despite some amazing swims, varsity 
boys, varsity girls, and JV girls fell to Palo Alto. The 
JV boys did, however, beat the Vikings.

The seniors were greeted with a poster as they 
walked onto the pool deck which read, “LGHS 
Seniors Got Emoji Mojo.” On the poster were pic-
tures of each senior accompanied by an Emoji. As 
per tradition, all of the seniors on the team were 
recognized during the meet’s diving break. Each 
senior stood on one of the diving blocks while 
an underclassman read a heartfelt speech about 
the senior. Following their speeches, each senior 
received a flower and photo to commemorate his 
or her time on the team.  

Senior Steven Ho, who has been on the team 
since he was a freshman, commented, “My four 
years on the team have been really great. The 
atmosphere is a lot different than the club swim-
ming, which I like.” Ho added, “The senior meet was 
really exciting, but it was definitely emotional too.”

The final meet of the season is Leagues, which 
occurs when all teams in the SCVAL De Anza Divi-
sion face off over the course of three days. The 
boys and girls trials were on Wed., Apr. 26 and 

Swim has a stroke of success

by Sophie Comeau
Web Editor

 Both lacrosse programs have been working hard and are more 
than halfway through the 2016 season. The two programs have 
five games left in their regular season play and aspire to make it 
to the post-season and league playoffs. 

Since the beginning of the season, a turnaround for the girls 
lacrosse team has begun. Gaining momentum game by game, the 
girls have won two games in row this past week, are 5th in the 
league, and hope to boost their spot in the league. The girls suf-
fered a loss to Gunn High on Wed., Apr. 20, but brought home a 
victory in their game against Mountain View on Apr. 22, winning 
15-14. Senior captain Emma Shahabi had 2 goals in the last 20 
seconds of the game, willing the team to victory.

No matter what record, the girls have a positive attitude and 
outlook on the season. “Ball is life, ball so hard, ball out” is how 
rookie lacrosse player and senior Teenie Noskowski describes 
her excitement about this season. She continues on about her 
teammates and the bond they share on and off the field, saying 

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

 Senior Madeline Colombo is catching curveballs left and right. 
Softball has been an essential part of Colombo’s life for ten years 
after taking up the sport in second grade. She serves as catcher and 
middle infielder on this year’s LGHS team. One of three captains, 
Colombo leads the team as it makes its way to CCS.

 Colombo’s talent, dedication, and passion for softball recently 
caught the attention of Manhattan College, a liberal arts institution 
located in New York with a Division 1 softball team. Contradictory 
to the name, the school can be found in Bronx, New York, rather 
than the borough of Manhattan. Colombo chose Manhattan due to 
its location; she dreams of joining the FBI one day, so the East Coast 
is the perfect place to start building up her resume. In an interview 
Colombo said, “The campus is beautiful, and the other girls on the 
team are so nice. I stepped on campus and was like: Yeah, this is it.” 

Colombo can attribute some of her agility and strategic thinking, 
both qualities essential for softball, to volleyball. She played the 
sport alongside softball for years, even playing for LG her sopho-
more year before dedicating all her time to her favorite of the two. 
Colombo explains that playing catcher is her best and favorite 
position. “You get to be a part of every play. There’s never a dull 
moment.” She’s put her skills to use in during this year’s season, 
helping the team win a current total of eleven games. The bond 
Colombo shares with the rest of the team has grown, especially 
in recent games. “We all participate in bonding activities, like a 
few weeks ago the team went to Sky High. Everyone is really close 
with each other” She will certainly miss all the girls who helped 
her reach her goal of playing on a D1 team. When reflecting back 
on her four years of LG softball, she recalls her first varsity game 
as her favorite memory. Colombo describes it as “super intense and 

that “I am so glad I did lacrosse this year because in no other cir-
cumstance would I have met these amazingly talented and inspiring 
gal pals. For that I am forever grateful!” 

The girls are 6-6-1 overall and are 5-4-1 in league. They hope to 
win their next five games to qualify for league playoffs. 

The boys lacrosse program has also greatly improved their record. 
They are currently 7-6 overall, but boast a better league record at 
5-1. They are second in the league right behind Palo Alto.

On Fri., Apr. 22, the boys had their senior game against Palo Alto 
and the boys prevailed, winning 6-5 in an upset over the Vikings.

If they continue to play at this caliber that they are playing at, 
the boys will continue into post-season play, where they hope to 
return to league finals and come away with a victory.

The remaining league games for the team are all against teams 
that they have easily beaten before and hope to do so again. The 
boys have no home games left and will finish their final four games 
away, while the girls have their final home game against Pioneer on 
Apr. 29. Come out and support the girls lacrosse team!
(Source: MaxPreps)

nerve-racking.” She continues, “The game was against Presentation, 
and the hitter hit a super hard ground ball. I just closed my eyes 
and prayed it would go into my glove.” 

 Her advice for anyone interested in joining the team next year 
or just beginning softball is “just go for it. We welcome everybody, 
and it’s super fun. The coaches are honestly so nice, just go for it. 
You won’t regret it.”

SLIPPING AND SLIDING: Colombo makes it safe to third base during a game.

courtesy Julian Hawkins

by Danika Lyle
Humor Editor

While others were relaxing on the beaches of 
Mexico, touring colleges, and visiting family, the 
athletes of the LGHS Track and Field team were 
gearing up for one of the most intense high school 
invitationals in the country, Arcadia. Arcadia is the 
nation’s largest high school-sponsored invitational, 
as far as the number of high schools that compete. 
The meet was held in Arcadia, CA, just east of Pasa-
dena. Although not all LGHS track-letes competed, 
our school sent a sizable contingent of 15 students, 
a larger group than many high schools, which only 
send individual competitors. In the group were 
seniors Caice Lanovaz, Nick Fondiller, Charlie 
Geaves, Aine McNulty, and Sanjay Mohan. Many 
juniors traveled to the meet as well including Nat 
Redfern, Caroline Brossart, Jared Geredes, Tyler 
Condensa, Isaki Wada-Law, and Katie Griffin. 
Three talented sophomores, Erin Moss, Anna 
Christjansen, and Frida Larson, also competed. 

Our Wildcats participated in a variety of events, 
including the boys 4x1 relay, boys and girls 4x4, 
girl’s 4x8 relay, and the heptathlon. The girls 
4x4 as well as the boy’s 4x1 placed second in the 
meet. The girl’s 4x8 landed in fourth place with a 
team comprised of three sophomores and a junior. 
Lanovaz found success in the heptathlon once 
again, this time winning first prize at the meet. 
Teammate McNulty, who placed tenth, also had a 
triumphant performance.

But it’s not all about the running for these 
students; some of the most fun moments at Arca-

Track sprints to the finals
dia were spent bonding with the team. Lanovaz 
commented on the experience of the meet, stating, 
“Traveling 5+ hours to Arcadia together, living in 
a house together, and competing together brings 
us a lot closer and strengthens the bond we have. 
There wasn’t really a best part; all the relays were 
exciting!” Fondiller also had a positive experience,, 
stating, “It was a lot of fun since we were ranked as 
one of the best 4x4 teams at the meet. Because of 
that, there was a lot more pressure on us than we 
had experienced before. Being there was bittersweet 
since the whole time I knew that I would never be 
able to compete there again.”

As of now, the focus for the team is training 
for SCVAL, the Santa Clara Valley Athletic League. 
Athletes who compete well in this League meet 
will advance to CCS. Los Gatos has a reputation of 
sending many athletes to CCS, and holds several 
records. Support your wildcats at the De Anza 
League trials and finals, which will be held at home 
on May 3 and 5. 

Manhattan College catches Colombo for D1 softball

JUST KEEP SWIMMING: Junior Quinn Cunniff freestyles.

courtesy L. Deck

UP, UP, AND WAY: Colombo slams a ball for the LGHS Wildcats during a game.

ALL IN: The boys lacrosse team brings it in to congratulate one another on Helm Field.

courtesy Mary Ann Magnant

Thurs., Apr. 27 respectively. The top 16 swimmers 
in each event advanced to the finals on Fri., Apr. 
28. (Check elgatonews.com for updated times and 
information about LG’s results). Sophomore Olivia 
Briones says that while she is sad the season is 
ending, she is “looking forward to seeing all of 
[the team’s] hard work pay off at Leagues and the 
pasta feed, of course.” 

Leagues is the final meet of the year, unless 
a swimmer qualifies for CCS. This year CCS takes 
place at the Santa Clara International Swim Center  
over two days: Fri., May 13 and Sat., May 14. At 
CCS, swimmers have a chance to qualify for the 
State Championship, which takes place in Clovis 
the following week. IN ACTION: The boys relay team passes the baton in a race.

courtesy K. Garzia

courtesy M. Colombo


