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Once again, transportation company Uber is 
under investigation and may face criminal charges 
as a result of their Greyball software. This software 
was released in 2014 with the purpose of protecting 
drivers from dangerous passengers.

by Camille Fowler
Broadcast Editor

On Apr. 26, the Trump administration unveiled its long-anticipated 
tax plan, which has been described by the White House as the “biggest 
tax cut in US history.” Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and National 
Economic Council Director Gary Cohn exhibited the plan in a White 
House press briefing and, although they did not offer a deadline on 
the passage of the plan, promised major tax cuts for corporations and 
businesses, as well as alterations to individual tax rates.

Although the plan was void of any legislative directives and was 
a basic, one-page outline, it warrants a dramatic tax overhaul which 
would affect every taxpayer in America. It entails multiple shifts in 

taxation for a substantial reduction of the corporate tax rate for both 
large and small businesses; it also includes a complete replacement of 
the current seven income brackets with three others: 10, 25, and 35 
percent. The income groups to which each bracket will be assigned 
have yet to be announced.

The most significant of the delineated tax reductions is a large 
corporate tax cut, which will reduce corporate tax rates from 35 to 15 
percent. This slash of corporate taxes will deliver on Trump’s campaign 
pledge to discourage corporations from keeping their money in tax 
havens overseas in an effort to bring money home to the US economy. 

The plan, which some critics claim is “just a huge tax cut for the 
rich,” will slash the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) as well as other 
deduction regulations for the top one percent. The AMT is a loophole 
preventative measure designed to prevent the richest Americans from 
taking extra tax deductions which allow them to pay little to nothing 
at all in taxes. Additionally, the proposal will eliminate the estate tax, 
which taxes the transfer of assets through a will, as well as the 3.8 
percent tax on investment returns.

Among numerous changes to individual tax rates is a plan to  
double the standard deduction that taxpayers use to reduce their 
taxable income; this action would increase the deduction for mar-
ried couples from 12,600 to 24,000 dollars.  In addition, itemized  
deductions excluding mortgage interest and charitable donations 
would be eliminated. This simplifies the taxation process by encour-

Trump administration proposes tax cuts in new fiscal plan

EXECUTIVE POWER: The plan is the latest of many new acts Trump has ordered.

by Tatum Jenkins
Opinion Editor

Free tuition for the middle class is not a distant 
dream for the people of New York. On Apr. 14, the 
governor of New York announced that the state will 
make tuition for two- and four-year public colleges 
free. New York lawmakers will include this in the 
state budget. Governor Andrew Cuomo introduced 
this plan in January, stating that, “Today, college 
is like what high school was - it should always 
be an option even if you can’t afford it.” Senator 
Bernie Sanders paired up with Cuomo to announce 
this plan and is an enthusiastic supporter of free 
college tuition.

NY announces free tuition FBI probes Uber software

The company faces accusations of using the soft-
ware to track and prevent people from monitoring 
Uber. By keeping regulators from using its services, 
it was found that they currently operate in areas 
where Uber is not licensed to transport passengers. 
Some of these areas include, but are not limited to, 
Boston, Paris, Australia, China, South Korea, Las 
Vegas, and Portland.

The application is designed to identify potential 
government officials and show them a fake version 
of the app. In this “Greyballed” version, detected 
users see nonexistent vehicles and drivers who 
continue to cancel their rides. 

In response to this accusation, Uber stated, 

FBI Director James Comey fired amidst investigation
by Lark Breen
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President Trump fired FBI director James B. Comey on May 9 so 
unexpectedly that Comey discovered the news on television before 
receiving his letter of dismissal. Though Comey had been under fire 
for many weeks due to his management of the investigation into Hill-
ary Clinton’s emails, the abrupt timing of the dismissal made many 
political analysts suspicious of the Trump administration. Prior to his 
termination, Comey was in the midst of investigating the possibility of 
the Trump campaign’s knowledge and support of Russian interference 
in the 2016 presidential election.

Initially, the White House stated that the decision to fire Comey 
was derived from the unsolicited written recommendations of Deputy 
Attorney General Rosenstein and Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
highlighting his mishandling of the Clinton case. On May 10, White 
House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders reported that Trump had 

INVESTIGATIVE HEAD: Comey was nominated by former president Obama in 2013.

been considering firing Comey for months and that he had requested 
the recommendation. On May 11, Trump reported that he had been 
planning to fire Comey regardless of what Rosenstein and Sessions 
advised. Trump has implicitly acknowledged the contradicting reports 
and has suggested that press briefings be done away with and replaced 
by written reports or bi-weekly appearances by Trump himself to 
ensure accuracy.

The timing of the firing has served to inspire further suspicion of 
Trump’s collusion with Russia. Though the main reason behind Trump’s 
decision is reportedly the long-public investigation into Senator 
Clinton’s use of a private email server, in the letter from Trump to fire 
Comey, he emphasized the importance of the investigation concerning 
Russia, writing, “While I greatly appreciate you informing me, on three 
separate occasions, that I am not under investigation, I nevertheless 
concur with the judgment of the Department of Justice that you are 
not able to effectively lead the bureau.” 

Democratic leader of the Senate, New York’s Chuck Schumer, was 
one of many to worry that the timing and wording of Comey’s dismissal 
would inspire skepticism of Trump and the belief that he was using 
the incident as a cover-up. Several Republicans, too, find the dismissal 
suspicious, including Representative Justin Amash of Michigan and 
Senator Jeff Flake of Arizona, but the party leadership remains sup-
portive of the President.

Many call for a special prosecutor or independent commission to 
handle the investigation into Trump’s possible collusion with Russia. 
Though Comey refused to testify before the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee, he has reportedly agreed to testify in public should he be asked 
to recount the investigation.

President Trump heightened the skepticism of the existence of 
something to hide with a tweet reading, “James Comey better hope 
that there are no ‘tapes’ of our conversations before he starts leaking 

to the press!” The implication that Trump may be recording conversa-
tions in the White House comes as a shock considering the precedent 
of not recording anything since President Nixon and the Watergate 
scandal. Both Democrats and Republicans agree that there must be 
more investigation into the tapes, the existence of which the White 
House has not confirmed or denied, and call for a subpoena.

aging taxpayers to avoid itemized deductions by utilizing the larger 
standard deduction, which is predicted to save Americans thousands 
of dollars each year.

However, the cost of the plan itself is predicted to be hefty. 
Economists project that, if the plan is implemented in its entirety 
by Congress, it could cause a 5.5 trillion dollar deficit in government 
revenue over the next ten years. Many critics have pointed out that this 
proposal directly benefits Trump’s own businesses. As of now, there is 
little assurance of which parts of the primary proposal will be included 
in the official bill, and there is doubt about whether or not this new 
tax plan can stimulate enough economic growth to counterbalance 
the copious consequential federal deficit.
(Sources: Washington Post, NPR, Wall Street Journal)

Through the Excelsior Scholarship, under-
graduate students will have the opportunity to 
have access to free tuition if their families earn 
no more than 100,000 dollars a year. This income 
gap is expected to increase every year, eventually 
reaching 125,000 dollars by 2019. Students must 
attend school full-time and receive 30 credits per 

UNDER HEAT: Trump criticized Comey’s handling of the Clinton e-mail scandal.

Sessions and Rosenstein have interviewed several candidates to 
replace Comey, including Senator John Cornyn, acting FBI director 
Andrew McCabe, New York State Court of Appeals Judge Michael 
Garcia, former leader of the Department of Justice’s criminal division 
Alice Fisher, former Congressman Mike Rogers, and George W. Bush’s 
homeland security advisor and CBS News contributor Frances Townsend. 
The timeline of the hiring process is undetermined.
(Sources: CNN, Washington Post, The Guardian, New York Times)

“This program denies ride requests to users who 
are violating our terms of service, whether that’s 
people aiming to physically harm drivers, competi-
tors looking to disrupt our operations, or opponents 
who collude with officials on secret ‘stings’ meant 
to entrap drivers.”

Greyball also uses its technology to determine 
which drivers work for other competitors. They 
discover all of the information about employees and 
customers through credit card information, type of 
phone, and social media accounts. 

Specific reports were received from Portland, 
Oregon, where Uber used the Greyballing techniques 
until Portland approved its services in 2015. In a 
two-week monitor of Portland in December of last 
year, sixteen of its Bureau of Transportation offi-
cials passengers were “greyballed.” After reports of 
these actions were released in March of this year, 
Uber discontinued the use of the portions Greyball 
software deemed illegal. Now, its continued use 
detects fraud prevention. 

Recently, a Northern California grand jury 
subpoenaed Uber. The jury is “seeking documents 
concerning how the software tool functioned and 
where it was deployed.” While many regions have 
asked to see a report of unapproved Uber use in 
their areas, it is unclear whether or not other 
regions are looking into pressing charges. 

There is no doubt that these scandals are costing 
Uber business. It is estimated that approximately 
200,000 accounts have been deleted since the 
month of February. 
(Sources: NBC News, Rolling Stone, The Verge, Slate)

TRACK AND RUN: Greyball illegally tracked users’ phones.
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year. This scholarship does not include the cost of 
room and board or any other school necessities, 
such as textbooks. Along with these guidelines, 
the students must live and work in New York for 
the years they receive the scholarship, or else the 
money will become a loan the student must repay. 
An estimated 200,000 students will be able to 
receive this opportunity.

Unfortunately, this plan isn’t as inclusive as it 
seems. Many low-income students are not able to 
attend college full time because they must work, 
thereby prohibiting them from this scholarship. 
Based on the requirements of the Excelsior Schol-
arship, 90 percent or more of students currently 
attending community colleges and 60 percent 
of students attending four colleges would not be 
eligible for it. 

D. Bruce Johnstone, a former chancellor of a 
similar reduced tuition program called SUNY, has 
said, “It will help a slice of middle-class students, 
but it’s only a slice. If you’re really concerned about 
students because of the reality or the perception 
of unaffordability, this is not a way to help them.”

On the flip side, Senator Bernie Sanders has 
taken a more positive approach to this plan, stat-
ing that, “Higher education in America should 
be a right for all, not a privilege for the few. If 
we are to succeed in a highly competitive global 
economy and have the best-educated workforce in 
the world, public colleges and universities must 
become tuition-free for working families and we 
must substantially reduce student debt.”
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, NBC News)

SCHOOL ACCESS: A NY school celebrates the free tuition.
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FISCAL RESPONSIBILITIES: NEC Director Gary Cohn helped spearhead the act.
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