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by John Field
World Editor

France elected a new president, Emmanuel 
Macron, on May 7. Macron, from the party En 
Marche!, won 66 percent of the vote, with opponent 
Marine Le Pen of the French National Front party 
receiving the other 34 percent. Former President 
Obama endorsed Macron, a centrist independent, 
while President Trump endorsed Le Pen, a far- 
right politician.

Macron’s win came after a hack two days before 
the election, where hackers published over 14 
gigabytes of campaign emails. In a statement, he 
said the perpetrators combined authentic and false 
information to confuse the public.

Le Pen’s party, the National Front (FN) has tradi-
tionally been considered racist; Le Pen’s father, the 
former president, was a known racist and led the 
party through a period of denying the Holocaust. 
Le Pen, however, focused on detoxification and 
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Two weeks ago on May 6, nearly 400 prisoners fled from the 
Sialang Bungkuk prison in Pekanbaru, Indonesia, the capital 
of the Riau province. Investigations are still in process as 
authorities continue to search for the fugitives.

Authorities have come to the conclusion that the prison 
break occurred after a prayer ceremony on May 5.

At least 442 prisoners came together and broke through a 
prison gate, which alarmed several of the guards who attempted 
to contain the prisoners on their own. Some of the guards set 
fire to many of the buildings in order to prevent the prisoners 
from fleeting. Out of the 400, about 80 were captured imme-
diately, while about 200 escaped and roamed Sumatra Island 
for some time. Most of the prisoners have been rounded up by 
authorities, but there are still many inmates who are running 
from the law. 

As of May 6, local police spokesman Guntur Aryo Tejo 
reported the event and stated that “so far, 171 inmates have 
been recaptured or surrendered willingly.” The police “are 
still unable to determine the exact number of the inmates 
who escaped.” Authorities are taking specific procedures to 
solve this crisis. Tejo also explained that many of the inmates 
felt the need to escape “due to inhumane conditions in the 
prison.” I Wayan Dusak addressed the issue mentioning that 
“The male-only prison has a capacity of 300 people, but was 
holding 1,870 inmates, with only five guards and a porter on 
duty at any one time.”

Indonesia has experienced a similar problem in the past.  
In 2013, there was another set of prison breaks in Indonesia 
of about 150 inmates. Some of these prisoners included ter-
rorist convicts who also sought to escape from a prison in the 
western part Sumatra.
(Sources: CNN, Al Jazeera, FOX)
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distanced herself from these positions, improving 
her party’s popularity by about six percent in the 
past seven years. Moreover, she softened the party’s 
approach to women’s rights and sees herself as a 
quasi-feminist, meaning that she is more socially 
liberal than much of the French right. As a result, 
she is beginning to appeal to a wider base than the 
party’s traditionally blue-collar male voter base. 

Macron, on the other hand, was an outsider 
to politics with no traditional party; his party is 
less than a year old and, unlike Le Pen, has never 
been a member of Parliament. After his victory, he 
promised unity and healing divided relations in 
France, conveying his hope that France never has a 
reason to vote for extremists such as Le Pen. When 
his supporters booed at the mention of her name, 
he urged everyone to come together.

While he is generally described as a centrist, 
Macron prefers calling himself left but open to 
right-leaning ideas. He describes himself econom-
ically liberal and pro-business and firmly socially 
left. Under the former French president, he served 
as the economy minister, and he also spent time as 
a banker. His overarching goal is to unite the French 
people and focus on a more direct connection with 
them, becoming a true leader figure.

Although he is left-leaning, he does not describe 
himself as a socialist. He cares deeply about poverty 
and inequality and strives for an answer, but his 
long-time friend and best man Marc Ferracci said 
that he does not want “the traditional answer of 
the French left that is redistribution and benefits 
payments… he’s convinced that you fight poverty 
by giving opportunities rather than in giving 
money. Equal opportunities matter.”
(Sources: BBC, CNN, The Guardian)

COM: Sri Lanka typifies diversity
by Keana Kianian
World Editor

Sri Lanka is enrooted in rich history and luscious vegetation. As 
a popular location for tourism, visitors are in awe by the the exotic 
array of fruits, diverse animals, and the friendly hospitality of the 
locals. Located off the coast of India, it is a prime spot for trading. 
However, Sri Lanka did not originate as an independent country and 
was previously named Ceylon. 

Russia, Turkey, and Iran plan four safe zones in Syria
by Tatum Jenkins
Opinion Editor 

After years of death and destruction in Syria, Russia, Turkey, and 
Iran have decided to set up four safe zones in Syria. These areas are 
being set up in mostly opposition-held places to reduce violence. This 
is the first plan that involves armed people monitoring Syria. Turkey 
and Iran have claimed they will carry out this plan, but the US has 
expressed concern, stating Iran has “only contributed to the violence, 
not stopped it.” Despite these concerns, Saudi Arabia and the UN fully 
support these safe zones. 

There will be four de-escalation zones: one in the northwest prov-
ince of Idlib and the districts of Latakia, Aleppo, and Hama, a second 
in some parts of the Homs province, a third in eastern Ghouta near 
Damascus, and a fourth in the Daraa and Quneitra provinces. These 
spots will remain in these locations for six months and will provide a 
place for refugees to stay to receive relief supplies and medical care. 

SPICE UP YOUR LIFE: Sri Lanka cultivates many spices, particularly cinnamon.

A PLAN FOR PLANES: The Pentagon says the zones will not affect warplanes.
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Sri Lanka joined the map in the third century B.C., and its natives 
were mainly hunter-gatherers. For several centuries, monarchs ruled 
the country. During the Anuradhapura dynasty, Buddhist emissaries 
spread throughout the country and established the majority religion 
as Buddhism. Natives even believe that Buddha visited Adam’s Peak, a 
sacred mountain in Sri Lanka. Eventually, politics and religion became 
intertwined as monarchs endorsed Buddhism and gave living quarters 
to the monks. 

In 1796, the British invaded Sri Lanka, or as they called it, Ceylon. 
The Treaty of Amiens granted the Dutch portion of the land to the 
British and it formally became a Crown colony. The luscious dirt 
provided prime conditions for farming coffee and tea. Many natives 
became indentured servants and contributed to the new influx of 
coffee and tea in the British economy. During the 1800s and 1900s, 
there were several nationalist revolutions that demanded a stronger 
presence of natives in the government. In 1948, Ceylon was officially 
granted independence and formally became Sri Lanka. 

However, the resistance movement wasn’t over. In the 1970s, the 
Tamils formed a group called the Tigers with goal of establishing a 
separate country in Sri Lanka called Eelam. The government fought 
back, but eventually the violence escalated into war. After 26 years of 
long, bloody violence, the war finally ended with a ceasefire. 

Currently, Sri Lanka is a hotspot for tourism and the economy runs 
from the revenue of curious visitors. However, the largest revenue comes 
from the export of tea and coffee. Ceylon tea is famous around the 
world for its fresh, clean flavor. Cinnamon also originated in Sri Lanka 
and 80 to 90 percent of the world’s cinnamon comes from Sri Lanka. 

A unique fact about Sri Lanka is that it has a 92 percent literacy 
rate – the highest in South Asia. The country’s twenty national uni-
versities contribute to the high level of education. 

Dating back hundreds of years, Sri Lanka has gone through many 
different time periods and rulers that have shaped the diverse, tourist 
country it is now. If you are looking to travel to an area with immense 
diversity and local culture, Sri Lanka is to place to go. 
(Sources: Lonely Planet, Rick Shaw Travel)

MACRON SAYS CHEESE: He is a fresh face in French politics.

Russian Colonel-General Sergei Rudskoi has stated that people from 
Russia, Iran, and Turkey will be in charge of operating checkpoints and 
observation posts. He also said that “security belts” will be set in place 
along the borders of the safe zones in order to prevent incidents of 
fighting. According to Russian officials, it will take at least one month 
to work out the details of the plan and set up these zones. 

While it seems that the details surrounding this plan are mostly in 
place, it is still unclear  how these zones will affect the flight paths 
of warplanes battling the Islamic State and the US air strikes directed 
at al-Qaida’s positions in Syria. The Pentagon has spoken up about 
this issue, claiming that this will not affect the travel of US warplanes 
going against the Islamic State.

Since this plan temporarily went into effect May 5, four opposition 
fighters and one child have died and there have been some reports of 
bombings in northern Homs and Hama and in Daraa. Also in Daraa, there 
were six invasions when government forces shelled opposition-held 

places. However, many feel optimistic about the possible outcomes of 
this plan. Opposition activist Mohammed al-Homsi told ABC News that, 
“Despite some violations, the situation is much calmer than before.”
(Sources: BBC News, ABC News, Fox News)

North Korea tests missiles
by Dana Cook
Public Relations Editor

On May 5, Kim Jong Un accused the US and 
South Korea of attempting to assassinate him. 
The North Korean government claims there was a 
“hideous terrorists’ group” that sent people into the 
country with biochemical agents. The South Korean 
National Intelligence Agency allegedly hired a North 
Korean logger who was working in the Russian Far 
East in 2014, as reported by the North Korean News 
agency (KCNA). 

They also gave details of the supposed assas-
sination, explaining how the man was hired and 
instructed to kill Mr. Kim, provided with money and 
a satellite communication device. They also claim 
that the man was supplied with extra money to 
hire other people to conspire against the dictator. 
The attempted assassination happened after a small 
bomb detonated at a military parade that Kim Jong 
Un attended. 

Despite the various accusations, North Korea 
has no way to verify their claims, and the Nat-
ional Intelligence Agency of South Korea deemed  
them groundless. 

North Korea has also continued to illegally test 
missiles in defiance of the United Nations sanctions. 
The most recent missile, called the Hwasong-12, 
reached a higher altitude and a farther distance 
than the last missile tested in February. The missile 
traveled just over 430 miles and crash landed in the 
Sea of Japan. The missile, however, landed closer to 
Russian soil than to Japanese soil. Experts conclude 
that the missile signifies significant advancements 
in developing an intercontinental ballistic missile 
keyed to target the US.

US personnel commented that North Korea 

has been a “flagrant menace” and that the pres-
ident “cannot imagine that Russia is pleased.” 
Although it was not an intercontinental ballistic  
missile, a US defense official said the missile  
“[looked] successful.” 

This missile launch is just one of many in the 
past two years. In late April, North Korea tested 
an unsuccessful ballistic missile, which blew up 
shortly after launch. There are a total of five 
suspected nuclear tests, and although North Korea 
threatens that they have a ready to test intercon-
tinental ballistic missile that could be released “at 
any time,” no such missile has launched. 

Countries around the world have recently 
expressed concern surrounding the North Korean 
crisis, and South Korean military officials explained 
their desire to “meet and deter any and all military 
provocation.” US officials backed that statement 
by reassuring that “the United States maintains 
[their] ironclad commitment to stand with [their] 
allies in the face of the serious threat posed by 
North Korea.”
(Sources: NBC, NY Times, Reuters)

STILL ALIVE: Kim claims the US tried to assassinate him.
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