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 Last week, Leadership put on its annual Kindness Week, an event 
devoted to promoting kind and friendly attitudes on campus. With 
snacks at tutorial and a daily activity, students used this week to take 
a break from finals preparations to connect with their peers on campus. 

The week started off with positive messages on Monday, written in 
exchange for doughnut holes at tutorial. Leadership combined these 
messages into a large poster for all students to see. Next, students 
scrambled to the quad on Tuesday to grab a cup of hot chocolate and 
warm up in the chilly weather. On Wednesday, Leadership members 

Los Gatos rings in the holiday spirit
by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

On the first day of December, the annual tree lighting ceremony 
kicked off the holiday season at the Los Gatos Town Plaza. The festivi-
ties began at 5 PM with live music, and at exactly 6 PM, Mayor Rob 
Rennie chose a child from the audience to join him in switching the 
lights on for the giant Christmas tree. Even Santa attended the event 
to visit the children for an hour after the lights turned on. 

On Dec. 2, participants of the town’s sixty-first annual Children’s 
Christmas and Holiday Parade, sponsored by the Los Gatos Lions Club 
and LGS Recreation, marched through the streets of downtown Los 
Gatos. Starting promptly at 11 AM, the parade followed the route 
through North Santa Cruz Avenue toward LGHS. 

The 2017 Youth Citizens of the Year, LGHS seniors Thomas Gray and 
Shomil Jain and junior Sawye Raygani, as well as Hillbrook School 
students Grace Hammers, Ben Makarechian, and Camilla Williamson, 
led the parade. This year’s grand marshal was Carol Musser, who is a 
long-time supporter of the youth activities in town. With 239 group 
entries, over 7,200 people walked, cycled, and rode in this year’s parade. 
Favorites like the Cucuzza Squash Drill Team returned to this year’s 
lineup. As members of the Italian Gardeners’ Association, the partici-
pants of the Drill Team group danced around with their giant squashes 
dressed in sleeveless undershirts and Santa hats. The Jiffy Markey BMX 
performers also performed in front of the crowd. The Hendrix Family 
built and operated its own miniature moving train that has two cars 
and a caboose. To end the parade, Santa rode down the street in his 
sleigh, waving to children watching in the crowd.

Barricades, cones, and police officers detoured traffic in the town. 
Many commuters even sat in the lines of cars for over an hour just 
trying to turn down one of the few open roads near downtown. Many 
road closures took effect at about 6 AM the day of the parade, which 
caused the expected 10,000 attendees to sit in traffic.

Los Gatos boasts many more activities during the holiday season, 
including carriage rides through town and Vasona Lake County Park’s 
famous Fantasy of Lights. Carriage rides are available from Dec. 1 until 
Dec. 23. You can reserve your tickets for a ride around the historic 
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passed out “Kindness Slips” with sayings such as “give someone a 
compliment” and “smile at a stranger.” Students were also able to pick 
up a bag of Cheez-Its at the same time. Thursday came with a bang, 
where a canned food item could be redeemed for a bundtini. Finally, 
the Leadership team closed out the week by gathering the kind acts 
students did over the week and handing out Hershey’s Kisses. The 
food, combined with the generous acts, motivated students to spread 
positivity throughout the school.

Leadership created Kindness Week with the goal of spreading 
positivity around campus and encouraging students to reach out to 
peers with whom they may not usually spend time. In additon, it is 
a wonderul way to boost spirits around the school during the weeks 
leading up to finals and the end of the first semester. Leadership 
hopes this week helps relieve students’ stress and show everyone the 
positive side of LGHS. 

This was the first year where Leadership introduced a mandatory act 
of kindness along with a food item each day. They want to spread their 
message even farther, with an action as well as a mid-day treat. The 
acts are supposed to show students that Kindness Week is truly about 
actions and not just receiving food all week long. Sophomore Class 
President Katie McEnroe explained, “It’s kind of a stretch, but being 
kind is actually really fun and I want people to know that.” McEnroe 
and other sophomore Leadership members are the ones responsible for 
organizing and running Kindness Week. 

So far, the annual Kindness Week is a success, as more students 
continue to come to the quad to experience the fun. Next year, Leader-
ship plans to continuing improving the event and to hopefully engage 
even more students. While people may not notice a drastic difference 
in the positivity around campus, McEnroe said, “small acts of kindness 
are not for all to see, and there can never be too much kindness.” WELL-DESERVED SNACK: Students claim their reward after performing an act of kindness.

courtesy K. McEnroe
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TAIL-WAGGING FUN: Canine Companions for Independence awed the crowds downtown.
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houses and buildings in town on the Los Gatos Chamber website. For 
25 dollars per adult, 10 dollars per child (ages three through ten), 
and free for children under three, this 15 to 20 minute carriage ride 
is an activity for the whole family. In addition, group packages are 
available starting at 85 dollars to ensure a private carriage for your 
party. Starting in the Town Plaza and continuing through the Almond 
Grove district, riders can enjoy the horses and festive decorations on 
the streets and the sounds of Christmas bells from the horses’ decor.

Santa Clara County Park’s Vasona Lake opened its annual Fan-
tasy of Lights on Dec. 2. The park had two nights of walk-through 
tours on Dec. 2 and 3 from 4 to 9 PM before opening it up to cars. 
Visitors could view the animations up close and see different light 
displays of blazing cannons, dinosaurs, penguins, Santa playing 
basketball, and many more. In addition to seeing the lights up 
close, viewers could enjoy dinner from different food trucks as they 
walked through the park during the walk-through tours. The drive-
through tours began on Dec. 5 and will continue through Dec. 30. 
Because of the popularity of this event, interested parties must buy 
tickets in advance for the day and time they want to visit. Each 
ticket costs 20 dollars per vehicle and are available for purchase  
at Eventbrite.
(Sources: LGS Recreation, Los Gatos Chamber, SJ Mercury News, Patch, 
Town of Los Gatos, Santa Clara County Parks)

Kindness Week promotes positivity

COMMUNITY LEADERS: Members from the Youth Commision pose on top of their float.

CANOPY OF LIGHTS: Fantasy of Lights walk-through guests stand under a neon display.
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