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by Gabrielle Pollock
Culture Editor

On Thurs., Nov. 20, PETA protesters camped 
out in front of the Macy’s department store in 
New York City in protest the SeaWorld float in 
the 2017 Macy’s Day Parade. 

PETA is an animal rights organization that 
aims to inform the public and take action on 
animal rights issues. Through protest campaigns, 
celebrity involvement, legislatures, and educa-
tional articles and videos, PETA continues to shock 
the media with its innovative ways of fighting for 
animal rights.

by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On Sat., Dec. 9, the LGHS Japanese National 
Honors Society (JNHS) helped facilitate the Haiku 
Holiday Film Faire at the LGHS theater which 
entailed exclusive screenings of two independent 
documentary films and a myriad of tables that 
students utilized to sell crafts. These two films 
demonstrate the complex but emotionally satisfying 
connections between Japan and the US. 

To prepare for the event, JNHS volunteers orga-
nized the tables for the students selling the crafts, 
organized the VIP bags, and then put up posters 
around campus. Throughout the film faire they 
worked as ushers and gave announcements before 
the beginning of each film. “It was really cool to talk 
with the producers and directors after the movies 
and see how passionate they were about their world 
and it’s important to show there is so much common 
ground between cultures,” said senior and JNHS 
member Megan Stenman. 

After everyone entered the theater, Japanese 
teacher Ann Jordan delivered some opening words 
to kick off the first film titled “The Blacksmith.” 
The documentary follows the relationship between 

Haiku Film Faire promotes Japanese culture at LGHS

PETA activists camp at Macy’s to fight animal abuse

by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

Over the course of three weeks, the LGHS 
drama department rehearsed every tutorial and 
after school to put on High School Musical 2: 
The One Act in lieu of the annual Dramatic Des-
serts, where students in the drama classes and 
drama club members perform songs and scenes 
and supply desserts for audience members after 
the show. Directed by senior Lexi Balisteri, 
the production took place Fri., Dec. 1 in the 
LGHS theater. 

High School Musical 2 follows a small group 
of teenagers as they work summer jobs at a 
country club and undergo typical high school 
issues. The cast included Troy Bolton, played 
by freshman Trevor Ross, Gabriella Montez, 
played by sophomore Jamie Blough, Ryan 
Evans, played by sophomore Luke Hampshire, 
and Sharpay Evans, played by junior Gigi Ward. 
Ross described the experience as “pretty laid 
back until the last few days. It was nice having 
rehearsals at tutorial so I didn’t have to be at 
school after it got out all the time. I also made a 
bunch of friends and got closer with people I had 
always kind of known but not really.” Consider-
ing the cast only had three weeks of rehearsal 
and used only two of those days to rehearse in 
the theater, the performance ended up being 

LG students enjoy HSM 2

Funatsu Funahiro and his mentor Usui Kengo 
through their fervent passion of blacksmithery. It 
also details the intricacies involved with authentic 
blacksmithery, specifically the knowledge of chem-
istry, and also delves into Japanese culture. Film-
maker Mari Mukai possesses the ability to undertake 
every aspect that went into producing this film by 
herself. After watching a Japanese TV show featuring 
Funahiro, she took it upon herself to tell his entire 
story. She then filmed for the next year and a half 
before editing down the 125 hour footage. “I felt 
this strong connection between them, and I think 
it is a universal theme that you meet people and 
someone can be your mentor and someone can be 
your apprentice. It’s about a connection between 
people, and I really wanted to film that,” Mukai said. 

Subsequent to the end of the film, Mukai 
answered audience members’ inquiries. The next part 
of the film faire included a 45 minute intermission 
where guests could wander throughout the main hall 
to view and potentially buy a variety of items from 
students; the products included artwork, clothing, 
and stickers, showcasing the unique talents of LGHS 
students. “It was truly amazing to see the artistic 
talent that LGHS students have. All the crafts were 

beautiful and would make great Christmas gifts. 
I would definitely attend again,” said junior Ana 
Cismaru, who managed the International Club table. 

After the time allotted to view student artwork 
passed, JNHS members brought everyone into 
the theater for the final documentary film. Barry 
Frechette and Max Esposito’s “Paper Lanterns” tells 
the inspiring story of Mr. Shigeaki Mori who continu-
ously carried out research on the 12 American POWs 
who died in the Hiroshima bombing, taking it upon 
himself to inform their relatives on their fates and 
include the POWs in the Hiroshima Peace Museum. 
The documentary followed the relationships Mori 
forged with the victims’ relatives and illustrated 
the humanity all people possess. Frechette became 
involved in Mori’s story thanks to his great uncle, 
who was a good friend of one of the relatives of 
the deceased soldiers. Frechette answered ques-
tions during the faire on a FaceTime video call and 
explained the challenges the language barrier posed 
but realized that “we’re all ordinary people.”

Nobuko Saito Cleary, the president and founder 
of Cross Cultural Communications, also helped pro-
duce “Paper Lanterns” and attended the screening 
at the high school. “The most important message 

is that people sacrifice,” said Cleary. “You have to 
keep the peace. It’s about what people should be 
to be a good human being.” 

“Paper Lanterns” screened in 51 countries so 
far and Frechette hopes to expand it to a wider 
audience in 2018. The Haiku Holiday Film Faire 
flourished with a turnout of 100 attendees and shed 
light on relationships and connections with Japan. 

Known for their elaborate protests and cam-
paigns, PETA often displays elaborate scenes in 
front of stores and shops. For example, on May 5 
PETA held a protest in front of Louis Vuitton fea-
turing two women dressed as slaughtered alligators 
in an oversized alligator handbag that read: “Louis 
Vuitton: A Look That Kills.” 

Louis Vuitton is a haute couture company 
known for its distinguishable logo and expensive 
handbags. Most of their handbags are made from 
animal hides, including some exotic animals such 
as alligators. Peta released an exposé on a Vietnam 
alligator farm that provides alligator skins to the 
Louis Vuitton franchise. The footage displays 
severe animal cruelty to the alligators, and PETA 
hopes to spread the word through public presenta-
tions and social media posts of its protests. 

In front of Macy’s two figures dressed as orca 
whales sat in a crowded bath tub while holding 
a poster stating, “Take SeaWorld Orca Abuse Out 
of Macy’s Parade.” In the past, the theme park 
received several citations for repeated violations 
of the Animal Welfare Act.

PETA endorsers explained how “The float, 
which depicts free orcas frolicking in the ocean, 
is in stark contrast to the 35 orcas who have 
died in SeaWorld’s cramped tanks. The parade has 

always been about enjoyment and awe, so Macy’s 
should not be celebrating the lives and deaths 
of the animals imprisoned at SeaWorld.” PETA 
aimed to bring attention to the cruelty consum-
ers  ignorantly support, such as keeping orcas in 
uninhabitable spaces at SeaWorld. 

Supporters and sponsors began to release 
SeaWorld, and Macy’s received over 50,000 emails 
about their opposition to the issue. Overall, these 
actions lead to the elimination of the float from 
the parade. PETA added that “allowing SeaWorld 
to participate in the parade is undeniably an 
endorsement of animal suffering.”

On top of the release of the film Blackfish, 
an exposé on the mistreatment of an orca at 
SeaWorld released in 2013, and the elimination of 
SeaWorld from the Macy’s Day Parade, SeaWorld is 
now the one of the most controversial and hated 
companies in the US. Now, PETA continues to 
advance its efforts of protecting animal rights, 
and sticking to its motto, “animals are not ours 
to use for entertainment.”
(Sources: Peta, National Geographic)TORTURE WITHOUT A PORPOISE: Cramped aquariums kill orcas.
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FIGHT BACK: Protestors made a stand at the New York Macy’s.

Deaths reported in the Bay
by Austin Yung
News Editor

Throughout the Bay Area, multiple homicides 
have occurred during the last two months. There were 
shootings in San Leandro, San Jose, San Francisco’s 
Tenderloin, and East Oakland. All shootings killed 
victims at the scene and only three suspects have 
been caught.

Two teenagers murdered a 32-year-old man and 
attempted to steal his phone at a gas station located 
in San Leandro. The victim arranged to meet with the 
boys and sell his phone on an app called Letgo. The 
boys, identified as Marcus Fortune and Jordan Patton, 
were arrested by police on Nov. 30 and on Nov. 19, 
respectively, and also convicted with the shooting of 
the victim, Daniel Carlos. The sheriff’s spokesman, 
Sgt. Ray Kelly, stated that “the deadly shooting was 
shocking because it was in broad daylight at one of 
the major intersections in Alameda County where 
there’s a lot of vehicle and foot traffic.” 

After swiping the phone, Fortune allegedly shot 
Carlos during their escape. One witness spotted For-
tune and Patton fleeing the scene in a white Nissan 
Maxima with no license plates. Fortune subsequently 
admitted to shooting Carlos and that he planned on 
taking the phone, but argued that Patton had no 
connection to the crime. The state has taken the 
boys to Alameda County Superior Court Dec. 12 to 
begin their trial.

On Dec. 5 in Mt. Pleasant High School’s parking 
lot, a local resident spotted a dead man around 7 AM. 
Without a suspect, many parents and students worry 
about the possibility of the shooter’s return. Parents 
are furious with the school for labeling the incident 
as a “medical emergency” and that they would have 
kept their children safe at home instead. The police 
have not released the name of the victim, but they 
did confirm that no students or staff members were 
involved in any way. 

In San Francisco’s Tenderloin a gunman wounded 
eight people because he supposedly lost a dice game. 
The shooting occurred on Dec. 9 at 9 PM on Turk and 
Taylor. Luckily, all victims came out of the hospital 
only suffering minor wounds. Shop employee Omar 
Khalil stated that, “This is scary. When people see 
this nobody is going to come and this hurts the 
whole city, not just business.” Two police officers 
are stationed on the intersection on watch to see if 
the suspect will return. They are currently reviewing 
surveillance cameras in order to identify the suspect.

Earlier that month, the police arrested suspect 
Jardine “Homicide” Branner for shooting 39-year-old 
man Darryl Perry on Nov. 3. Branner supposedly shot 
Perry because Perry “had stolen a pistol from him.” 
At 8:44 PM Branner met Perry in a house on the 9200 
block of E Street in San Francisco. The court formally 
charged Branner and did not post him a bail on Nov. 
30 and will have a plea hearing on Dec. 21.
(Sources: ABC7 News, NBC, San Francisco Chronicle, 
Kron 4, Mercury News)

TAKE COVER: Citizens must stay alert while walking in the Tenderloin.

very successful, despite the unplanned fire alarm 
interruption halfway through the second scene.

In addition to HSM, aspiring Los Gatos actors 
and actresses came to audition for the LGHS 
Spring Musical on Dec. 5 and 6. The audition 
process is still going on and callbacks will be 
posted in the main hall today. The production 
will be the Cole Porter musical “Anything Goes,” 
which features classic songs performed by iconic 
actresses such as Patti LuPone and Sutton Foster. 
The show follows female lead and nightclub per-
former Reno Sweeney en route from New York to 
England, accompanied by her friend Billy. Along 
the way, they meet dreamer Hope Harcourt who 
Billy immediately falls in love with, Lord Evelyn 
Oakleigh, who strikes Reno’s fancy, and Moon-
face Martin, a stowaway who bonds with both 
of them. Performances will be on Mar. 9, 10, 15, 
16, and 17. Tickets will be sold later in the year 
in the main hall and on the LGHS Spring Musical 
website. Purchase them to watch your friends 
sing and tap dance aboard the S.S. American!

2 SCHOOL 4 COOL: Students loved to relive a childhood movie.

SHINING STARS: The HSM 2 cast celebrates a successful show.

PAPER LANTERNS: Mrs. Cleary and her husband came to the viewing.

ON CALL: The SFPD and SJPD are out and about to keep the peace.
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