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Locals celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the Bay
by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer

To celebrate and remember the actions of one of history’s most 
recognized activists, Martin Luther King, Jr., people throughout the 
Bay Area and country commemorated the MLK holiday through vari-
ous activities. As a general rule, most districts and all public schools 
give their students the day off of school so they can recognize the 
importance of his holiday. 

For those who don’t realize the purpose of this day, it’s to remember 
the life and work of MLK, but is also a federal holiday for national 
service. This means that the government encourages citizens to use 

this day to clean up shared community places and take part in other 
volunteering activities. 

To celebrate in San Jose, the Multicultural Arts Leadership Institute 
organized an MLK Day luncheon from noon to 2 PM. There, Dr. Emmett 
D. Carson, a Silicon Valley leader of philanthropy, gave a Keynote speech 
titled “I Still Have a Dream.” 

The NAACP Santa Cruz County branch and the Santa Cruz Police 
Department hosted a march at 10 AM on Pacific Avenue and Cathcart 
Street. After, speakers from universities, churches, and the Santa Cruz 
mayor, David Terrazas, presented in front of the crowds. The event also 
distributed journals to the attendees, who wrote their aspirations for 
bringing modern day justice to society.

Alongside many local groups, over 216 Campbell residents partici-
pated in a cleaning of Marijane Hamann Park that morning. In Oak-
land, locals continued cleanup of community parks for the sixteenth 
consecutive year. The Service for Peace and Oakland Public Works 
came together to host thousands of volunteers at almost 20 locations 
around the Bay Area. 

The Caltrain sponsored a NorcalMLK Celebration Train running on 
Monday. It provided free ride services for Bay Area residents wishing to 
the attend the annual Dr. King celebration in San Francisco. In addi-
tion, the Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco  welcomed the public to 
observe the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Revelations exhibit at no 
charge. At the museum, visitors viewed the galleries while listening to 
a live concert of traditional African rhythms. In addition, the docents 
challenged members to learn how to make their own art through a 
hands-on demonstration. A film of Dr. King also played in the museum. 

The largest march, which took place in San Francisco, started at 
the Caltrain station and ended in Yerba Buena Gardens. This one and 

a half mile walk symbolized civil rights activists crossing the bridge in 
Selma, Alabama on the infamous “Bloody Sunday” in 1965. 

The holiday encouraged community members to take part in 
activities, whether it was benefiting the community itself or educat-
ing people about the purpose of the holiday and its significance to 
modern culture.
(Sources: SJ Mercury News, Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History, 
KTVU, NorcalMLK, Caltrain) 

Creative Writing class hosts open mic night in library
by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

On Thurs., Jan. 18, Kristen Cortez (formerly Kristen Austin) 
and her Creative Writing class hosted its annual open mic night in 
the school library. The event showcased work from Creative Writing 
students, as well as a few AP Language and Composition students 
invited to present their final speeches from last semester. 

Family, friends, and supporters of the Thursday night speak-
ers filled the library well before the event started. While C.B. 
Hannegan’s previously hosted this event, the pub’s recent closure 
meant relocation to the cozy LGHS library. Cortez and her students 
miss performing in the lively, packed private room of the old pub, 
but the new location provides much more room for guests to view 
the student speakers.

Before each student approached the podium in the back of 
the library, Cortez personally introduced them – describing their 
attributes, relationships with other students, and even testimonials 
about their character written by friends. The new setting allowed 
these touching words to introduce each speaker and break down 
any barriers between performers and their audience.

The talented students began their monologues promptly at 7PM 
as senior Brenden Kelly performed a heartfelt slam poem that set 
the bar sky-high for the next writers. Another notable student was 
junior Kyra Jee, a second-year Creative Writer, who solidified her 
reputation as a talented slam poet with a passionate piece on the 
power of saying “thank you.”

After a myriad of poems, speeches, and short stories, senior 
Natasha Dhawan expressed her aptitude for thoughtful, melan-
choly poetry by presenting a piece titled “Dear Destruction.” In 

contrast, sophomore Collin Colson gave a humorous obituary to Gary 
Busey, who is not actually deceased. Senior Audrey Wehner presented 
her widely published poem, “Rainbow Girl.” The originality of each 
speaker entranced the audience and formed one of the best open mic 
nights for Creative Writing.

As the night drew to a close, senior Orli Arad opted to showcase her 
love for guitar, songwriting, and agroecology by performing an original 
song about her garden of vegetables. Her soulful voice had everyone 
on their feet and dancing out the door as they headed home for the 
night, undoubtedly impressed by all the students’ writing prowess.

For prospective writers in the audience awed by the open mic 
night, Cortez will continue the Creative Writing course in the 2018-
2019 school year. Even more exciting, a new Honors-level course for 
second year Creative Writing students is currently in the development 
process and will start its inaugural year in Fall 2018.

Tillerson speaks at Stanford
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

On Wed., Jan. 17, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
spoke at Stanford University, mainly focusing on the 
hopes and future involvement of the US in Syria. 

A civil war began between President Bashar 
Al-Assad’s army and several Syrian rebel groups 
in 2011, including the jihadi militant group ISIS. 
International organizations have accused both the 
Syrian government and rebel groups of human 
rights violations, as the war has led to the deaths 
of about 400,000 soldiers and civilians. Currently, 
there are at least 2,000 American troops stationed 
in Syria, mainly to help train the rebel forces fight-
ing against ISIS.

In his speech, Tillerson signaled that the US 
would remain involved in Syrian affairs in order to 
combat the presence of ISIS in the country. He also 
reiterated past points by US government officials 
that President Al-Assad should not have a place in 
the future of the Syrian government once the war 
ends. He seemed hopeful for prospects of peace and 

stated that “the reassertion of national sovereignty 
by a new government, along with de-escalation 
efforts and new flows of international aid, will lower 
violence, set better conditions for stability, and 
speed up the departure of foreign forces.” 

Tillerson also emphasized learning from past 
foreign policy blunders in the region. He stated 
that “we cannot make the same mistakes that were 
made in 2011 when our premature departure from 
Iraq allowed Al-Qaeda in Iraq to eventually morph 
into ISIS,” referencing the Obama administration’s 
removal of troops from the Middle East. More chal-
lenges in the future will include the relocation of 
millions of refugees and their return to Syria as con-
ditions gradually become less violent in the country.

Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice inter-
viewed Tillerson at Stanford’s Hoover Institution. 
Aside from key global issues, she asked him press-
ing questions about President Trump’s use of social 
media, specifically Twitter, as a political messaging 
platform. Although Tillerson does not use Twitter 
himself, he said that “It is a great tool when it’s used 
well. The president has used it to great effect, by 
bypassing the way you traditionally communicate.”

Rice also asked Tillerson about US-North Korea 
relations. Tillerson advocated for the denucleariza-
tion of the country and also claimed that sanctions 
against North Korea are beginning to work well. 
“We’ve never had a sanctions regime as compre-
hensive as this one, including support from China,” 
he said. Although China’s cooperation is key as a 
neighboring power, Tillerson seemed unsure of Rus-
sia’s future role in stabilizing North Korea.
(Sources: Palo Alto Online, Business Insider, ABC)

Storm devastates Montecito 
by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer

As the first rainstorm hit the Bay Area this 
month, Santa Barbara County suffered a particu-
larly bad outcome. As soon as the heavy rains hit, 
mudslides demolished roads, homes, and other 
buildings. The slides damaged and destroyed 
hundreds of homes in an area that already faced 
devastating fires late last year. 

After the storm, a total of 20 people died 
and around the same number went missing. 500 
firefighters immediately traveled to the affected 
areas to help search for victims and begin clean-
ing up. Officials issued 7,000 mandatory evacua-
tions for residents in the area. Search dogs and 
helicopters also scanned the rubble, looking for 
anyone trapped underneath. Over 2,000 addi-

tional volunteers provided aid for victims, cleared 
blocked roads, and continued the search for those 
who went missing. 

Montecito Creek, which runs next to Highway 
101, flooded after multiple nights of rain. The 
overflowing creek spilled out into nearby roads, 
including the highway. Law enforcement shut 
down 101 until they could clear it for safe travel. 
The rain carried rocks and debris into surrounding 
neighborhoods, while flooding also closed many 
smaller residential streets. 

Over 6,000 homes lost electricity, and service 
workers made restoring power a top priority after 
law enforcement lifted evacuation orders. 

On Sun., Jan. 14, thousands of Santa Barbara 
residents came together to honor those who died in 
the mudslides. Attendees stood together outside the 
Santa Barbara courthouse with candles, signs, and 
stories to remember those that were lost. 

The Thomas Fire, which started in Santa Barbara 
back in December, cleared out all vegetation grow-
ing on the surrounding hillsides and mountains. 
This caused the areas to be much more susceptible to 
erosion, specifically mudslides. Vegetation such as 
bushes and trees are important for erosion preven-
tion because it helps hold soil down and keep it in 
place. Without plants, the water has a much larger 
impact, loosening the soil. In addition, roots absorb 
water from the soil, which allows the soil itself to 
absorb more rainfall. In this case, there were no 
roots in the soil, and it saturated with water much 
faster than usual. Therefore, water ran straight over 
the surface, taking away the saturated soil with it. 
(Sources: NY Times, NBC Bay Area, SFGate)

MIC MANAGER: Cortez introduced the students before each speaker’s performance. SPEAK FROM THE HEART: Senior Megan Bolinger gave a touching spoken-word poem.

SEEKING FREEDOM: Martin Luther King, Jr. spent his life and career fighting for civil rights.

ALL ABOARD: Caltrain ran the annual Norcal MLK Celebration Train in the Bay Area.
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LIBRARY LITERATURE: The audience congregated in the school library for the event.
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