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Fisher dress code causes outrage among some parents
 by Eden Gibson
 World Editor

Blistering summer temperatures have persisted well into the school 
year, prompting many Fisher Middle School parents to share their 
opinions on the enforced dress code. While teenage girls may be used 
to wearing tank tops and shorts during July, the Fisher administra-
tion has deemed such attire inappropriate during school hours. Many 
parents criticize the dress code for being sexist and unjust, while 
others support it for establishing respectful boundaries and enforcing 
the school’s educational priorities. 

While the subject of dress code has always been a topic of heated 
debate, parents in Los Gatos have recently taken to sharing their 
perspectives via Nextdoor.com, a community website that allows 
members of a neighborhood to communicate and interact with each 
other online. Los Gatos father Tony Alarcon initiated the discussion, 
explaining what he believes to be the discriminatory nature of enforced 
dress codes. “We need to stop blaming girls for distracting boys. People 
should be responsible for their own self-distractions,” he explains. “I’m 
very frustrated by the subjective criteria that our daughters have been 
subject to.” For Alarcon, the dress code prioritizes the education of 
boys and perpetuates the idea that girls are inherently distracting. He 
continues, “Parents should be responsible for dressing our children. It’s 
not the school’s responsibility to influence what our children wear.”

Responses flooded the website in the days following Alarcon’s post. 
Many parents, including Los Gatos mother Colleen Canning, concurred 
with Alarcon’s frustration. “I have had many issues with the dress 
code and the ‘fear’ my child has of being coded. We need to change the 

way we teach our youth about this issue. My daughter is more than a 
distraction!” Based on the responses, many people felt strongly that 
clothing enforcements, especially the 4-inch inseam requirement for 
shorts, specifically target girls and force them to cater to the needs 
of their male peers. 

Another issue that Fisher parents have with the dress code is its 
failure to adapt to temperatures in the warmer months of the year. 
Many have argued that shorts at the proper length are incredibly rare 
and difficult to find in stores, forcing girls to wear long pants on hot 
days. “I’m in favor of dressing modestly, but also being comfortable, 
especially in hot weather,” Alarcon explains.  

Despite the backlash regarding the dress code, many parents also 
expressed their support for the school’s established standards of mod-
esty. “The message is trying to teach girls to respect themselves,” one 
parent stated. “Boys are also maturing at this age and don’t need near 
flashes of skin. Girls’ and boys’ clothes are different, but modesty is 
still the same and it goes a long way.” 

Los Gatos mother Kim Wheeler takes a different stance, arguing 
that dress codes are designed to create a professional and respectful 
school environment, not to objectify young girls. “The idea that girls 
should dress more modestly not to attract boys is antiquated and sexist. 
Everyone at school should dress more appropriately because it shows 
respect for the teachers and staff and for the institution of learning. 
Dressing nicely is just another form of politeness, and perhaps we 
should approach it that way.”

The online community discussion soon developed into a school-wide 
debate, motivating the Fisher administration to take action. Principal 

LGHS parking forms traffic
by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

While the academics, sports, and extracurricu-
lars at LGHS best those of many other schools in 
the Silicon Valley, our parking bests few. A typi-
cal senior will be forced to run to their car after 
school to avoid a 20-30 minute delay simply to 
get off cam.pus. 

Although it is easy to point out all of the flaws 
with parking, it is important to note the few bright 
spots. While the current construction on campus 
forces the school to allow only seniors to park 
on campus, they have provided enough spots to 
accommodate all of LGHS’ seniors comfortably. 
Senior Sohum Hulyalkar stated, a typical senior’s 
morning is not rushed due to a lack of parking; 
however, “it’s really inconvenient to get out after 
school. I have to sit in the library for about 30 
minutes every day to avoid traffic, but getting 
in is usually a breeze. There are plenty of spots 
for all of us.” 

The senior lot’s former neighbor lot, which 
the student body referred to as the “Upper J,” has 
been decommissioned because of the construc-
tion. The school is currently constructing another 
building to serve as a New Tech, arts, and music 
building, rather that continuing to have the New 
Tech classes take up a wing of the English build-
ing. While LGHS initially suffered a massive blow 
by losing the Upper J, the school has made more 
parking to make up for the loss of the lot, adding 
to the space behind the tennis courts. The linger-
ing issue with the loss of the Upper J is the lot’s 
close location to the campus exit helped alleviate 
after-school traffic, whereas the new spots by the 
tennis courts are located in the back corner of 
campus, thus causing worse traffic.

While the school has no option other than 
to offer parking permits only to seniors and stu-
dents who can claim hardship, the juniors’ new 

parking locations have caused some community 
backlash. In March, the Los Gatos Town Council 
voted to restrict parking on certain residential 
streets in Los Gatos, including portions of Alpine, 
Whitney, Bella Vista, Loma Alta and Johnson 
Avenues, as well as Stacia Street. Restrictions 
placed on portions of the streets did not allow 
cars to park there for more than an hour and a 
half between 7AM and 4PM. Though these streets 
are still densely populated with student parking, 
the demand for student parking continues to 
increase, while the patience of the residents on 
these streets is likely declining.

LGHS welcomes new staff
by Tantum Jenkins
Humor Editor

Freshmen and transfer students aren’t the only 
ones who experienced their first day at a new school 
this year. LGHS welcomed many new staff members 
into the Los Gatos community in the fall who will 
teach a variety of different subjects and grades. 
This year, there are 16 new faculty members around 
campus, ranging from teachers to custodians.

Taryn Durbin, a new Algebra and Geometry 
teacher, is especially excited to immerse herself in 
the LGHS culture and said, “I am looking forward 
to getting out and seeing some sports games and 
being able to encourage my students to have fun, 
even when they’re doing math.” Durbin feels very 
enthusiastic toward her new position and loves 
the math involved in the subjects she’s teaching.

Another teacher who feels great joy toward their 
subject is Kevin Mount, a new AP English teacher 
from Saratoga High School. “[AP English Language 
and Composition] is a class I helped to develop and 
teach while I was a teacher at Saratoga High...I 
enjoy the interesting non-fiction texts and the rich 
class discussion, and it’s gratifying to see students 
grow in their thinking and writing skills over the 
year,” commented Mount. He also has experience 
with other educational positions as well, such as 
Assistant Principal; Mount worked as an administra-
tor in the district for ten years.

While there are many staff members who are 
completely new to LGHS, there are also some who 
hold a special connection to the school. Steven 
Chen, a student teacher working with Rodrigo 
Copelli’s Algebra 2 classes, remarked, “I hope to 
teach math at Los Gatos High School next year 
because of the special connection I have with the 
community; I’m a long time Los Gatos resident 
and all three of my children had the privilege of 
attending LGHS.” He is currently pursuing his 
master’s degree and teaching credential at Santa 

Clara University.
While the students at LGHS may not know these 

new staff members well yet, it is certain that the 
new faculty will better the culture of the school 
and connect with students no matter what they 
do. Be sure to look out for others such as Dave 
Denight, Tim Gaylord, Sylvia Kennedy, and 
Janis Mortensen.

ENTHUSIASTIC: Mr. Mount is excited to teach at LGHS.

Lisa Fraser recently held a meeting allowing for the free deliberation of 
the issues at hand. While no major conclusions or changes to the dress 
code have officially been made, the school is currently open to sugges-
tions. Although the California Education Code mandates that schools 
ban clothing referencing drugs, alcohol, and gang activity, the Fisher 
staff stated they will consider drafting revisions for the dress code’s 
additional components. While the school responds to the issues within its 
community, parents throughout Los Gatos continue to speak out against 
and in support of the enforced standards of dress in the town’s schools.
(Sources: Nextdoor)

Juice Co. competes with new juicery across the street
by Gabrielle Pollock 
Culture Editor

The juice cleanse, a new innovative health diet that allows 
individuals to receive their daily intake of nutrients and vitamins 
in an easy and fast way. Though this diet and theory has been 
around for awhile, more recently has it become a popular food 
regimen. Many companies and stores are opening and promot-
ing this new way of living through displays of colorful juices, 
subscription packages, and the beneficial results.

Now Los Gatos is feeding the cravings of these juice boosters 
and putting in not one but two juice stores downtown. 

Pressed Juicery, a company created by three best friends, 
aims to bring premium, delicious, and nutritious juice to every-
one as the company continues to promote clean and healthy 
living. Known for their iconic colorful juices and freezes, this 
hip and trendy juicery is rapidly expanding their locations and 
horizons. Along with the opening of Soul Cycle, Pressed Juicery 
will soon be opening up right next door in conjunction with 
this innovative workout facility. 

Additionally, directly across the street is a smaller, local 
company: Juice Co. LG. The company, established on the idea 
that health should not have to be compromised, strives to 
serve the lifestyles of fast paced individuals. Additionally, it is 
locally owned by a Los Gatos family. Their ingredients are not 
only organic, but cold-pressed locally at their kitchen location 
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DON’T DRESS ME: Parents complain as Fisher enforces a strict dress code.

NEW TREND: Jucieries are opening up as the trend overtakes Los Gatos. 
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in Campbell. “We take pride in creating these delicious juices 
to enhance your diet in the simplest way. Our juices not 
only taste amazing, they make you feel amazing.”

Both companies’ juices are made using hydraulic press machines 
that take whole fruit and press them into a cold pressed juice that is 
further strained in a liquid. Both stores offer a variety in juices, how-
ever Pressed Juicery offers a wider selection of juices. Additionally, 
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FRUITS OF OUR LABOR: Fruits are squeezed daily, making a healthy drink.

PAINTED: Parking lines were painted behind tennis courts.

Pressed Juicery offers Freezes which are renditions of a soft serve 
ice cream, however are vegan and made from minimal ingredients. 

Juice Co. has a few locations throughout the Bay Area, including 
pop ups at the Los Gatos and Palo Alto farmers markets. Though 
Juice Co. is already open in its Los Gatos location, Pressed Juicery 
will be opening up very soon directly across the street.
(Sources: Pressed Juicery, Juice Co. LG)
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