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Authorities seize pot farms
by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On Oct. 3, authorities arrested Heidi Grossman-
Lepp, 46, the leader of the Sugarleaf Rastafarian 
Church, and 17 others in connection with a dozen 
illegal marijuana growing operations located in 
both Yuba and Sacramento county. Earlier in 
August of this year, two Yuba County deputies 
killed Mark Anthony Sanchez of Gilroy, an armed 
farm worker at the church who allegedly threat-
ened other members. 

The Yuba County Sheriff’s Office obtained 
search warrants for the twelve sites in question 
relating to the illegal cultivation of marijuana. 
Yuba County housed ten of the locations, while 
the other two were in downtown Sacramento. 
As reported by the Yuba County Sheriff’s office, 
authorities placed Grossman-Lepp in the Sacra-
mento County Jail for producing or cultivating 
marijuana, conspiracy, and possession of mari-
juana. The others were arrested on charges for 
conspiracy and illegal cultivation of marijuana 
and possession of marijuana for sale.  

Many organizations and law enforcement 
teams assisted the Yuba County Sheriff’s Office, 
including the Yuba City Police Department, Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the 
Sacramento High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
program in their efforts to locate the sites of the 
marijuana operations. 

Even though the church believes that mari-
juana plays a pivotal role in their belief system, 
they do not have a permit to grow medicinal 
marijuana in Yuba County. Their church spans 
approximately 20 to 40 acres of farmland.  

Local college issues a lockdown after Nerf gun mixup
by Eden Gibson
World Editor

Local police have been on high alert since the shooting in Las 
Vegas, prompting the lockdown of Las Positas Community College in 
Livermore after a staff member spotted a student with a Nerf gun. 

The ordeal began just before 11:00 AM on Wed., Oct. 4, when 
a faculty member mistook a Nerf gun in a student’s backpack for a 
rifle. He immediately notified campus security, who contacted the 
Livermore Police Department. The school’s emergency alert system 
sent a message to the 8,500 students via text, instructing them to 
remain “in place until further notice.” 

Authorities promptly responded to the notification, rushing 
to the school. After conducting a thorough investigation, they 
discovered the student inside a classroom. Once police confirmed 
the supposed weapon was a toy and not a hazardous firearm, the 
faculty lifted the hour-long lockdown, allowing school activities to 
resume as normal. Local authorities explained that the 20-year-old 
student had brought the Nerf gun onto campus as a prop for an 
event unrelated to the school. Police stated that he would face no 
criminal charges for the misunderstanding. 

The official Twitter account of the Livermore Police Department 

Multiple shootings in recent months shock the Bay Area
by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

Recently, multiple shootings have occurred around the Bay Area. Two 
consecutive incidents happened in San Francisco, another in Oakland, 
as well as a random attack at an elementary school in Vallejo. Each of 
these upsetting events shocked the surrounding communities.  

The shooting in San Francisco on September 12 around 6:30 AM 
woke up residents around O’Farrell Street in Union Square. A man riding 
in a silver Nissan Infiniti on the passenger side nearly bled to death 
due to a gunshot wound. The driver of the vehicle, the victim’s wife, 
swerved into the road, causing a three car accident in the heart of San 
Francisco’s Union Square. Soon after, an ambulance rushed the man to 
the closest hospital and he luckily recovered. 

A couple of days prior to the Union Square incident, a famous local 
transgender figure died in the middle of the night due to multiple gun-
shot wounds. DJ Anthony Torres, also known as Bubbles, suffered five 
shots to his body at 3:00 AM on Larkin Street. Friends gathered on Sept. 
9 to show their respects for Anthony. His fame sprouted from advocating 
for transgender people and wearing out-of-this-world costumes. Some 

helped to quell fear among locals by posting regular updates. 
At 11:34 AM police explained that they were investigating a 
“suspicious occurrence” on campus. They concluded the search 
at 12:24 PM, assuring the public that the incident was sparked 
by a student with a harmless toy. 

Although police revealed that the student had “no intent to 
cause harm or problems,” they also explained that bringing a Nerf 
gun onto campus was a “bad decision,” especially considering 
the devastating events in Las Vegas only three days before. Las 
Positas Vice Chancellor Doug Horned explained that on another 
day the employee may have brushed aside the sighting of a Nerf 
gun, but he acknowledged the “heightened sense of awareness” 
given the recent shooting only 500 miles from Livermore. 

The Livermore Police Department stated that they were 
“proud of the faculty member who alerted Campus Safety after 
observing what he believed to be a rifle in possession of a person 
on campus.” They went on to “praise the students, faculty, and 
Campus Safety officers for how they reacted to [the] incident, 
followed protocols, and remained calm during the investiga-
tion.” Although the situation was resolved quickly – luckily 
without injury or further complications – police encourage stu-

Grossman-Lepp and her husband Eddy Lepp 
formed the church late last year. About three weeks 
before the raids, H. Lepp went to the Yuba County 
Board of Supervisors to defend the church’s right 
to cultivate marijuana. 

“I am going to stand here and speak because it 
is my right,” Grossman-Lepp said.

She went on to discuss the apparent sacred 
aspect of marijuana in relation with her church, 
condemning local governments for stripping away 
the licenses. 

Authorities also served search warrants in 
Tehama, Merced, Yolo, Madera, and Calaveras 
counties for marijuana farms affiliated with the 
Sugarleaf church. In response to these search 
and seizures, she claimed it is a encroachment on 
religious freedom. 

The Merced County Sheriff Vern Warnke replied 
to these fiery accusations with a simple statement. 

“I’m the sheriff, she’s a drug dealer,” Warnke 
said. “It’s putting lipstick on a pig. She wants to 
be a commercial grower.”

Grossman-Lepp has filed 19 lawsuits regarding 
the searches and seizures. 

During the searches within the marijuana opera-
tions in Yuba and Sacramento counties, authorities 
found 21 thousand dollars, eight guns, and 1,500 
cannabis plants.
(Sources: Sacramento Bee, KCRA 3, CBS San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, Leafly)
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dents and locals to continue to report any and all suspicious behavior.                            
(Sources: Livermore Patch, CBS, ABC, NBC Bay Area)

CLASSIC MIXUP: Nerf gun mistaken for real gun causes a shutdown at community college.
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DeGeneres gives to SJSU   
by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor

San Jose State University’s running backs coach 
caught the public’s attention after a video of his 
dancing went viral on YouTube. Known by many 
as Coach Carter, players caught him dancing to MC 
Hammer’s “U Can’t Touch This.” Prior to his career 
as a football coach, Carter was a backup dancer for 
MC Hammer. 

The popularity of Carter’s video was brought 
to the attention of comedian and television host 
Ellen DeGeneres. In response to the video, DeGe-
neres tweeted: “I love this coach. I love his team. 
I love his dancing.” Ellen then decided to bring 
Carter, along with San Jose State’s head coach and 
members of the team, on her show via livestream. 
The coaches and team members originally thought 
they were simply recording a segment for Ellen’s 
Youtube channel and assumed they would not get 
the chance to talk with her. The coaches and play-
ers could not contain their excitement when Ellen 
first said hello; they jumped and screamed when 
she appeared on the TV screen.

 After a moment of pure shock, the team 
answered various questions regarding Coach Carter. 
One team member stated that having Coach Carter 
“was like having a home away from home” and that 
“from day one he came here and took us all under 
his wing, you know, he treated us like we were 
his sons.” Being the support system for this group 

of collegiate athletes is one of the reasons why 
Coach Carter left his dancing career behind and 
became a football coach in the first place. Carter 
explains that he “want[ed] to change lives. [He] 
wanted to go back to [his] community and give 
back and let college football give an opportunity 
to get [an] education.”

 On top of coaching at San Jose State, Carter 
also runs a program called Beyond Football, where 
the team performs acts of service in the San Jose 
community, and also helps with various youth 
programs in their neighborhood. Carter hopes to 
“change people’s lives and let them see it’s more 
than just football.” Creating a new stereotype for 
football players is just one of Carter’s many goals.

Because of Carter’s gracious acts of genuine 
kindness and upbeat personality, Ellen chose to 
reward him and San Jose State with a check for 
25,000 dollars to encourage the team to con-
tinue bettering their community. Coach Carter 
and the Spartans will be spending their check 
to make SJSU football even better, and also put 
the money towards the Beyond Football program.        
(Sources: LA Times, The Voter Guide, Mercury 
News, NORML)
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VIOLENCE IN UNION SQUARE: Shooting causes a three car accident and a near fatality. 
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LET”S DANCE: Ellen invites team on her talk show to dance.

THE LUCKY RECIPIENTS: Ellen donates to the local SJSU college.  

of his fans believe this was a hate crime against Anthony’s gender 
identification and personality. However, police officials won’t confirm 
or deny this claim. Anthony was an iconic figure in the LGBTQ com-
munity and his attitude and personality will be missed.

On Oct. 8, a 4:00 AM drive to a party on I-880 quickly turned 
deadly as bullets struck an Uber car. At 4:15 AM, the shooter seemed 
to target three individuals as they drove down the freeway. Later 
that morning, the busiest freeway in the Bay Area closed down for 
further inspection of the incident. Police concluded that this was 
not a targeted attack and the victims left to a hospital for treatment.  

On the other side of the Bay in Vallejo, a dispute transformed into 
a deadly shooting between two parents. At Loma Vista Elementary 
School, two first graders started an argument regarding “yo mama” 
jokes. The next day their fathers met near the school to discuss the 
argument between their children. Suddenly, one of the fathers pulled 
out a gun and shot the other parent. The victim, a 51-year-old male, 
passed away due to the fatal gunshot wound. Police believe the 
perpetrator could claim self defense for the crime.  
(Sources: CBS, SFGate, Fox News)

NOT THAT KIND OF FARM: Cops seize pot farm from local church.

FAITH AND POT: The church believes pot is pivotal in their beliefs.
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