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Turner appeals conviction
by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor

Brock Turner, a Stanford athlete who was 
convicted of sexually assaulting an unconscious 
woman in March 2016, is seeking a retrial to 
overturn his conviction. Judge Aaron Persky 
sentenced Turner to serve six months in jail, 
although prosecutors sought a six year sentence. 
The jury found him guilty on three counts: assault 
with intent to commit rape of an intoxicated or 
unconscious person, penetration of an intoxicated 
person, and penetration of an unconscious person. 
He was released after three months. Although 
some criticized this lenient sentencing, Persky 
defended his decision, not wanting there to be a 
“severe impact” on Turner’s hope of swimming in 
the Olympics. If Turner succeeds in his appeal, he 
will no longer have to register as a sex offender 
in his home state of Ohio. 

The basis of Turner’s appeal relies on the 
argument that he received an unfair trial, that 
his character was inadequately represented. In 
support of this, Turner’s lawyers cite the exclusion 
of key character witness testimonies, causing an 
inaccurate presentation of his morality. Turner’s 
victim, assaulted after a Kappa Alpha fraternity 
party, wrote a detailed letter describing her expe-
rience of the assault. She was intoxicated and 
unconscious, and when two Stanford graduate 
students came upon Turner attacking the victim 
behind a dumpster near the fraternity house while 
bicycling, they chased and tackled him. Turner’s 
lawyers argue that using the phrase “behind 
the dumpster” misrepresents what actually hap-
pened; since the dumpster was facing an open 
basketball court and Turner and the victim were 
not obscured, using the exact words “behind the 
dumpster” suggests an “implied moral depravity, 
callousness, and culpability,” according to Turner’s 
lawyers. The lawyers argue that the assault took 
place in an open space, and that phrasing it oth-
erwise prejudiced the jury against Turner. 

Included in the 172-page brief filed Fri., Dec. 
2 by Eric Multhaup, one of Turner’s lawyers, is 60 
pages describing how intoxicated the victim was 
on the night of the assault. Within these pages, 
Multhaup outlines the elements necessary for a 
charge of assault with intent to commit rape, 
and insists that since Turner was seen assaulting 
the victim fully clothed, he did not intend to 
commit rape, but to engage in a different form 
of sexual activity. The defense argues Turner 

December brings The Nutcracker to local ballet stages
by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor

Now that December has arrived, the holiday season is officially 
in full swing. There are many holiday traditions that the Bay Area 
has, but one has stood strong since 1944. The Nutcracker is an 
annual event that has many looking forward to Christmas and the 
holiday season to come.

San Francisco Ballet company brought The Nutcracker to the 
US, performing the first-ever complete version of the ballet in San 
Francisco in 1944. San Francisco’s performance still remains one of 
the most popular versions in the nation. This year, San Francisco 
Ballet is starting performances on Dec. 13 and ending with a final 
performance on Christmas Eve. The San Francisco War Memorial 
Opera House hosts the performances, choreographed by Helgi 
Tomasson, for three weeks. This the same stage as the original 
performance in 1944. When it comes to purchasing tickets, San 
Francisco ballet-goers receive a wider variety of perks and packages 
then other ballets. Customers have various options, including a 
benefit luncheon with their ticket, a VIP box experience for larger 
groups, and even a holiday date night before the show begins.

San Francisco is not the only Bay Area city hosting perfor-

LG Town Council votes and recognizes Rennie as mayor
by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos Town Chamber filled to capacity on Nov. 21 as the 
crowd watched Rob Rennie step into the mayor’s chair. Town council 
peers unanimously voted Rennie and newly appointed Vice Mayor Steve 
Leonardis into their positions. After expressing their excitement to serve 
the town, Mayor Rennie began outlining his ambitions for the next year.

Rennie began by highlighting his goal to improve Los Gatos’ emer-
gency preparedness and shared a personal anecdote with the Town 
Chamber stressing the importance of that goal. Rennie described a 
scary scene where his elderly parents, living in Sonoma County, awoke 
to the smell of smoke one evening. They quickly realized that there 
was a forest fire, and were surprised to see no officials alerting citizens 
of the danger. Mayor Rennie recalled, “no one was even alerting the 
neighborhood, [or] the casitas where she lived”. Rennie sees this as a 
failure by the local Sonoma government, and under his mayorship he 
ensures Los Gatos will be ready for any emergency on par with those 
in Sonoma wine country. 

The mayor’s second priority is traffic. Rennie admits that the root 

mances of The Nutcracker this holiday season. San Jose hosts 
its fifty-second annual ballet performance at the Hammer The-
atre, starting on Dec. 15 and running until the twenty-fourth. 
This performance of The Nutcracker incorporates the San Jose 
lifestyle into the ballet, performed by The New Ballet Studio 
Company and The New Ballet School. This take on the story 
highlights protagonist Clara and her family, who are from San 
Jose, receiving the latest technology as gifts from their Uncle 
Nikola. The traditional waltz dance, performed by the flower 
dancers, also includes California Poppies. San Jose’s Nutcracker 
is a more affordable option, with tickets starting at just 19 
dollars, making this version of the ballet more family-friendly. 
San Jose allows people from all ages to attend, in comparison 
to San Francisco’s ballet, who restrict anyone under the age of 
three from attending.

Apart from the more well-known San Francisco and San 
Jose performances, Los Gatos Ballet also puts on an annual 
performance of The Nutcracker at the Flint Center for Performing 
Arts. Starting Dec. 8 and ending on the 10th, Los Gatos Ballet 
premieres its show in collaboration with the San Jose Youth 
Symphony for a memorable holiday experience.

should’ve instead been charged with the lesser 
offenses of battery or sexual battery. Also in the 
brief is a description of the victim’s voicemail left 
for her boyfriend 15 minutes before she left the 
party with Turner, in which she indicates that she 
“recognized overtures of sexual interest” from men 
at the party. Turner’s defense uses this in the brief 
to argue that there is insufficient evidence to prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt the victim was unable 
to consent due to intoxication. In her letter, the 
victim describes being unconscious at the time of 
the attack and regaining consciousness in a police 
station with only vague memories of what hap-
pened the night before. She learned the details of 
her attack through an article at work, the same time 
the general public had access to the information. 

Multhaup argues that Turner’s original ruling 
was unfair, stating there was insufficient evidence 
for the three counts of assault on which he was 
found guilty. Turner’s legal advisor, John Tompkins, 
has commented, “What we are saying is that what 
happened is not a crime. It happened, but it was 
not anywhere close to a crime.” Santa Clara County 
district attorney Jeff Rosen released an opposing 
statement: “Brock Turner received a fair trial and 
was justly convicted.”
(Sources: Time, NY Times, CNN, PEOPLE vs BROCK 
ALLEN TURNER)
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Being able to experience The Nutcracker is the perfect way to 
celebrate the holiday season, sharing it with friends or family.
(Sources: SF Ballet, San Jose Nutcracker, Los Gatos Ballet)

SHE IS BEAUTY, SHE IS GRACE: Ballerinas perform a piece from The Nutcracker for audiences.

courtesy wikimedia commons

Workers protest low wages   
by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

The month of December brings happiness, joy, 
and is a time for families to come together. How-
ever, this month also brought Oakland employees 
out to the picket lines. Government workers ral-
lied together to demand wage adjustments and 
improve healthcare options for employees with 
part-time jobs.

Starting on Dec. 7, over 3,000 city workers  
joined together on the streets in front of Oakland’s 
City Hall. The employees on strike protested for 
ten hours by walking in circles with large signs. 
The strikers only included city employees, such 
as individuals working at libraries, senior centers, 
and city hall. 

This multiple-day strike challenged unfair work 
rates and the inequality part-time employees face. 
As the Bay Area increases in popularity, so does the 
cost to live in such an innovative and influential 
place. Due to these increases, Oakland employees 
do not believe they have enough money to continue 
living in the area. In an NBC report, statistics show 
that Oakland city workers receive ten percent less 
pay than similar workers in the region. In previous 
adjustments the city tweaked parts to annual salary, 
Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf stated “the city and 
union have agreed to a 4 percent salary increase 
in the first year but are stuck on the increases for 
the second year.” Even with these mild modifica-

tions employees and the union want more. An NBC 
article explained,“the city has offered a 2 percent 
increase if certain revenue conditions are met, but 
the union wants the city to commit to another 4 
percent increase.” Although small revisions have 
taken place, employees still find themselves dis-
satisfied and demand further adjustments.

Mayor Schaaf took the brunt of the criticism. 
She communicated to the city employees that 
she would love to increase pay; however, the city 
of Oakland does not have enough money to raise 
wages or increase benefits for part-time workers. 
As participants heard this excuse, they responded 
by saying that Oakland has the money, but they 
need to use it wisely. One striker stated to NBC 
that, “the libraries are full of temporary part-time 
workers, who have no job security and no health 
benefits, but they are doing the work of full time 
people.” Since employees ceased attending their 
day jobs, many offices were left vacant. Without 
anyone working, citizens cannot go to the offices 
to ask questions. This concern over security and 
wages must be resolved in order to restart the 
shifts at city jobs.     
(Source: NBC, East Bay Times, ABC 7 News)

MAKE LOS GATOS GREAT AGAIN: Rennie shares his ambitions in his inaugural speech.
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SPEAK UP: Locals protest with signs displaying their contentions.

FIGHT FOR FIFTEEN: Workers strike for higher a minimum wage.  

cause of Los Gatos traffic is overpacked highways, but he believes 
that the town could implement a variety of strategies to improve 
local traffic conditions. One of these strategies is the Safe Routes to 
School program which encourages students to bike, walk, or carpool 
to school. Rennie also briefly discussed a solution for reducing traf-
fic on Highway 17. He proposed that trucks should only be allowed 
on Highway 17 during designated non-rush hour time intervals. 
However, whether or not he has the jurisdiction to put that change 
in motion is questionable. 

As the meeting wound to a conclusion, Rennie established his 
final priority: economic vitality. For the new mayor, the answer to 
an improved local economy lies in improving downtown Los Gatos. 
He expressed his eagerness to push through projects that create 
additional parking, and has a plan for a new garage. If these plans 
get approved under Rennie, he hopes the new parking spaces will 
benefit local business through increasing foot traffic. With the help 
of Rennie’s civil service, ideas like these will paint a brighter future 
for the town of Los Gatos.
(Sources: Mercury News, Los Gatos Town Council)

NOT DONE YET: Turner still faces years of probation after release.
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