
Few people have protested on campus at the 
university over the birth control policy. One phi-
losophy professor, Kristin Shrader-Frechette, stated 
that most students are afraid of protesting because 
it would jeopardize their job recommendations or 
careers. Students also believe that protesting con-
troversial issues may cause them to face disciplinary 
consequences. Other professors claimed that the 
faculty is divided on whether to include birth control 
in their insurance plan. Shrader-Frechette said that 
bad publicity and negative press attention is the 
only way to scare the administration to instigate 
change. Students at Notre Dame are trying to set 
up an organization that will provide them with  
free contraceptives. 

However, students and employees received an 
email last week stating that contraceptives coverage 
will continue under the health care plan members 
at no cost. It is unclear why the university reversed 
their policy. Some professors speculate that the 
negative press attention scared the administra-
tion. Although, the school states that the decision 
was made out of respect for the pluralism of its 
community.   
(Sources: CNN, Catholic News Agency Atlantic)
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by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor

The Trump Administration announced that 
they were revoking the Temporary Protective 
Status (TPS), protecting 5,300 Nicaraguan immi-
grants from deportation in January 2019. Follow-
ing Hurricane Mitch, both the Bush and Obama 
Administrations repeatedly renewed the TPS, 
citing that Central American nations, specifi-
cally Nicaragua, were too ill-equipped after the 
hurricane to receive the plethora of immigrants 
who would pour into the US. The removal of the 
TPS means that immigrants will either have to 
find another option for immigrant status or they 
have to migrate to other countries.

The Trump Administration’s decision to repeal 
the TPS has come from criticisms that have built 
up over the years that the program has been in 
action. Some argue that the TPS, although its 
nomenclature contains the word “temporary,” 

Notre Dame limits birth control
by Matt White
Media Production Editor

The University of Notre Dame is one of the first 
institutions to take advantage of the new Trump 
Administration rules allowing exemptions to the 
birth control mandate that is part of the Affordable 
Care Act, also known as Obamacare. The new man-
date allows organizations to refuse to provide birth 
control if it’s against “religious beliefs” or “moral 
convictions.” The Catholic university was one of 
many religious organizations that sued the govern-
ment over the contraceptive mandate in the ACA.  

Under Obamacare, insurance companies have to 
cover contraception for women without charging 
a copay. Some employers, such as religious-based 
hospitals, can be exempt from providing coverage. 
However, their workers could still obtain contracep-
tives paid for by the insurer. Notre Dame students 
and workers received their coverage over the past 
decade by using this plan.  

Notre Dame was less successful than some of the 
other religious institutions that challenged Obama’s 
birth control mandate. The institution argued that 
this mandate was a form of immoral conduct as 
defined by the Catholic tradition. The school lost 
the case at the Seventh Circuit and appealed it to 
the Supreme Court, but they remanded the case. 
Notre Dame eventually agreed to follow the mandate 
rather than face severe punishments.  

The Trump Administration, however, announced 
that it will exempt employers from providing contra-
ceptive coverage through their health insurance if 
they have significant religious or moral objections. 
They will implement the rule for faculty on Dec. 31 
and for students on Aug. 14 in 2018.

by Dominic Dal Porto
Media Production Editor

A gunman opened fire in a small community church in Sutherland 
Springs, a rural Texan town east of San Antonio on Nov. 5. The shooter 
wore all black with a ballistic vest strapped to his chest, and carried 
a Ruger AR assault-type rifle. The scene of the crime was horrific, 
leaving 26 dead and 20 more wounded in the deadliest mass shooting 
in the state’s history. 

by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

On Nov. 2, the US became the only country 
in the world to oppose the Paris Agreement on 
climate change after Syria announced it would 
soon be signing the accord. Syria proclaimed this 
at a conference in Bonn, Germany, recently after 
Nicaragua signed the agreement in October.

This agreement, which requests the support 
of over 200 countries, attempts to limit Earth’s 
carbon emissions and mitigate global warming. 
Publicly stating his beliefs that climate change 
is a hoax multiple times, Trump openly stands 
against efforts to reduce pollution and carbon 
emissions. In reference to the Paris Agreement, 
Trump declared that America will always come first 
and that the agreement could be detrimental to 
the US economy. The Trump Administration noted 
that the president will not reconsider his decision 
unless terms of the Paris agreement change in 
a way that works better for the US, as Trump 
believes that the current terms are unfavorable 
for America. 

Though Syria and Nicaragua did not ini-
tially demonstrate support for the accord, both 
countries decided to join within the last month. 
Nicaragua did not sign at first because leaders did 
not believe that the agreement would effectively 
support impoverished countries in their fight 
against climate change. President Daniel Ortega 
and his wife Rosario Murillo eventually decided to 
join anyway, stating that the cause is too import-
ant to ignore. Syria did not initially sign because 

its ongoing civil war disabled it from sending rep-
resentatives to sign the pact at the time. Deputy 
Minister of Local Administration and Environment 
M. Wadah Katmawi emphasized that Syria, eager to 
join the battle against climate change, would like 
to sign the agreement as soon as possible. Katmawi 
stated that developed countries “should live up to 
their legal and humanitarian responsibility” to help 
defeat climate change, refuting the US’ argument 
for opposing the agreement.

Syria’s new support of the agreement rebuked 
President Trump; people in opposition argue that 
America should not compete against the rest of 
the world on such an important issue. On the 
other hand, some stand with Trump and agree with 
prioritizing the economy over the environment. All 
arguments aside, the US cannot formally withdraw 
from the Paris agreement until 2020, so until then, 
negotiations will continue. However, the US has 
not stated what negotiations are necessary for 
the support of the country, and it stands alone in 
resistance to the agreement.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, The Washington Post)

by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

Democrats won gubernatorial races, or the 
election of governors, on Nov. 7 in Virginia and 
New Jersey. Ralph Northam became Virginia’s sev-
enty-third governor, while Democrat Phil Murphy 
beat lieutenant governor Kim Guadagno in New 
Jersey. These elections were some of the first 
successes for Democrats since President Trump 
took office at the beginning of this year. 

Given that West Virginia Governor Jim Justice 
switched from the Democratic Party to the Repub-
lican Party days before the election, Republicans’ 
dominance across the nation at the state level 
has grown greater. Republicans held 34 of the 50 
governorships after his switch, tying for the most 
ever for the GOP. At the beginning of Obama’s 
presidency, Democrats held 28 governorships, but 
have watched their ranks decline to 15.

The Virginia race is important across the 
nation, as it gauges how voters are reacting to 
President Trump’s first year of presidency. Nov. 

has become more of a permanent fixture for 
immigrants due to the constant renewal of the 
program. Under the status, Nicaraguan immi-
grants can renew their visas intermittently 
and also build a foundation with their families. 
However, Congress established the TPS in order 
to help the immigrants after natural disasters 
struck their native homes, and after nearly two 
decades since Hurricane Mitch struck, Central 
American areas such as Nicaragua no longer suffer 
under the hurricane’s effects. The administration 
recognizes the drastic transition the removal of 
the program will cause, delaying the expiration 
of the status from January 2018 to a year later. 

Nicaraguan immigrants will not be the only 
ones affected by the disappearance of the pro-
gram. Honduran immigrants have also found 
sanctuary under the umbrella of the TPS, and 
although their status has been extended until 
July 2018, it is still likely that their status will 
be terminated at that time. There are roughly 
86,000 Honduran immigrants that are protected 
under the TPS. Additionally, other countries’ 
protective statuses are also under the microscope, 
such as the status that envelopes 46,000 Haitian 
immigrants and the status for El Salvador. As all 
of these decisions come to fruition, Trump is 
attempting to live up to his promises to tighten 
opportunities for immigrants. 
(Sources: BBC News, Business Insider)

Trump announces TPS expiration

Kelley kills 26 at Texas church, devastating the small town’s community
Stephen Willeford, a nearby neighbor, overheard the gunfire, grabbed 

his own rifle, and hastily headed out to engage Kelley. When Kelley 
emerged from the church, Willeford exchanged gunfire with him, hitting 
Kelley, who dropped his rifle and fled in his vehicle. Willeford allegedly 
waved down a passing car, briefly informed the driver of the situation, 
and followed Kelley down the road. Willeford and the driver, Johnnie 
Langendorff, chased Kelley into Guadalupe County, where Kelley crashed 
his car. Official stated that police found him dead in his vehicle after 
shooting himself. 

At the church, Kelley left behind a scene of carnage. Of the 26 fatal-
ities, 23 people died inside the church, two died outside, and one died 
later at a hospital. The victims varied in age from 5 to 72 and included 
a pregnant woman.

On Veterans Day, officals held funeral and military-memorial services 
outside the Sutherland Springs community center with over 100 in 
attendance. Officials say that the church will be demolished, and replaced 
with a memoria, mourning the victims.“It was a brutally rough day,” said 
Jimmy Stevens, brother of deceased victim Peggy Lynn Warden. “Some-
thing you hope never happens [that] you don’t ever expect. You begin 
to pray really quick.” Warden shielded her grandson inside the church 
to protect him from gunfire.
(Sources: New York Times, CNN, ABC News)

ODD ONE OUT: The US is the only country that opposes the accord.

7 marked the first regularly scheduled election day 
since President Trump’s victory in Nov. 2016. In 
Virginia, voters chose Northam 54 percent to 45 per-
cent as the state’s majority. Northman clinched the 
victory much earlier than Democrats had expected 
against GOP lobbyist and former George W. Bush aide 
Ed Gillespie. This win left party leaders hopeful for 
the upcoming 2018 midterm elections.

Gillespie distanced himself from President Trump 
while maintaining many of his ideas, including 
President Trump’s stance on illegal immigration 
and sanctuary cities, as well as the President’s call 
to keep Confederate monuments in place. However, 
President Trump did not support Gillespie after the 
election as he tweeted, “Ed Gillespie worked hard 
but did not embrace me or what I stand for. Don’t 
forget, Republicans won 4 out of 4 House seats, and 
with the economy doing record numbers, we will 
continue to win, even bigger than before!”

Democrats also gained down-ballot wins in Vir-
ginia. Democrat Justin Fairfax won the lieutenant 
governor position against Jill Holtzman Vogel. Dem-
ocratic attorney general Mark Herring defeated John 
Adams, who often brought up Herring’s refusal to 
defend Virginia’s ban of same-sex marriage in court 
during his campaign. Additionally, Chris Hurst and 
Danica Roem won seats in the Virginia House of 
Delegates, with the latter being the nation’s first 
openly transgender state lawmaker. In New York, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio won his second term in office 
after defeating Republican State Assemblywoman 
Nicole Malliotakis and various third party candidates 
including former NYPD police officer Bo Dietl.
(Sources: ABC, CBS, Washington Post, CNN, 
USA Today)

Democrats obtain state victories

US stands alone in rejecting Paris

• Shooting in   
   Texas shocks 
• Dems win         
   statewide

THE LONE STAR STATE: Kelley killed 26 people in the small town of Sutherland Springs, TX. 

REMOVAL: The TPS’s repeal will mean the deportation of many.
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WIN-WIN: Northam defeats his opponent in Virginia election.

The Texas Department of Public Safety identified the gunman as 
26-year-old Devin Patrick Kelley. Kelley served in the Air Force at a 
New Mexico base, and engaged in “multiple occasions of domestic 
abuse” against his former wife and stepson, said Don Christensen, 
a retired Air Force colonel. The Air Force court-martialed Kelley in 
2012 on charges of assault, received a “bad conduct” discharge, and 
they sentenced him to 12 months of confinement. The military failed 
to properly file his discharge and flawed mental health, allowing 
Kelley to purchase four fully-automatic weapons shortly after offi-
cials released him from the mental health facility.

Kelley’s posts on social media included photos of his rifles and 
suggest he had an affinity for mass shootings and violence. He often 
disturbed his neighbor with rapid-fire gunshots coming from his 
property. People who came into contact with Kelley described him as 
“a guy that just seemed very miserable,” “not normal,” and “angry.” 

Kelley started firing at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs not long after the Sunday morning service began at 11 AM, 
officials said. He began shooting from outside of the church and 
proceeded to enter the building, where he continued firing. 
      “He went there, he walked in, started shooting people and then 
took off,” said Representative Henry Cuellar, a Texas congressman 
who represents the region.
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LEGAL TROUBLES: Notre Dame will follow new adminsitration rules.
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