
by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

In recent months at LGHS, the 
school has begun to take measures 
to limit the use of Juuls and other 
nicotine products. As of Wed., Jan. 
31, Los Gatos High School stu-
dents lost the privilege to sit in 
their cars during lunch. Prior to 
the 31st, a large portion of the 
seniors, along with a small number 
of juniors, had a daily 
routine of taking 
their lunches to 
the senior park-
ing lot and eating 
inside of a parked car. 
In an interview, LGHS 
principal Kristi Grasty said 
that the reasoning behind 
the revocation of students’ 
privilege to sit in their cars 
ties into the extensive use 
of vaping products such as 
Juuls. The administration 
has addressed the wide-
spread use of Juuls before, 
stating on the morning 
announcements that any 
student using a Juul or 
any other vaping device 
would be subject to 
consequences such as 
detention or suspension. 
Grasty also spoke about 
how students guilty of 
vaping on campus will 
soon be required to attend 
a class with their parents 
about the negative health 
effects of nicotine, which 
the Los Gatos-Monte Sereno 
Police Department will host.

While it is valid that the 
administration is trying to limit on-campus Juuling 
as much as possible, requiring all students who park 
on campus to remain outside of their cars during 
lunch is unnecessary. 

It is reasonable that LGHS wants to minimize the 
number of Juuls on the school‘s campus; however, 
the majority of the people who park on campus 
do not own a Juul. With this new rule in effect, 
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the large percentage of  
students who are completely innocent 

of Juul-use are suffering the consequences of an 
issue that has nothing to do with them. Address-
ing the fact that there are many students who 
don’t Juul, yet are no longer allowed to sit in their 
cars, Grasty stated, “We owe it to the majority 
[of the students who park in the lot] to do our 
best to promote safety.” It is respectable that the 
administration is taking measures to ensure that 
people aren’t abusing their privilege to park on 
campus, however, people vaping in their own cars 
does not compromise the safety of others. The 
school should be doing everything they can to hold 
only the people who caused this issue account-
able, rather than inconveniencing so many people  

of the problem. 
I cannot help but think that 

this rule will not stop people who 
own a Juul from using it. Now, 
if someone wants to use a Juul, 
all they have to do is drive off of 
campus. The easiest way to control on-campus Juul 
use would be to increase security in the parking lot. 
Now that no one is allowed in their own car, there 
is nothing stopping people from simply driving off 
campus or even finding another place on campus 
to use their Juul. 

Many people wonder why students spend time 
in their cars during lunch rather than in the heart 
of campus. The inside of a car is one of the places 

where a student can do homework, eat, 
and even listen to music simultaneously.   

Students will often do lunchtime 
homework in the library, but 
there is no eating allowed in the 
library, which can make things 

complicated for a student who 
wants to eat and study during his 
or her lunch break. 

     The school has also 
 recognized that  

people have been 
going into the     
b a t h r o o m  t o  
use their Juuls. In 
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the goal of this article is not to endorse vaping, but 
a small group of people vaping in bathrooms should 
not compromise the accessibility of the bathrooms 
for the rest of the student body. By closing bath-
rooms during lunch and tutorial, students are 
forced to leave their classes to use the bathrooms, 
rather than during one of their breaks. Grasty 
stated that “We don’t want students to be afraid 
to use the restrooms.” Students should not have 

to be afraid to use the bathrooms at their 
school, but whether it’s limiting the number of 
people in one bathroom at a time or increasing 
security outside of bathrooms, there are more 
measures that the administration could take 
before shutting down the restrooms.

 LGHS currently has security cameras 
installed in multiple locations around campus 
and are soon planning to implement more. 
Grasty explained that the administration 
uses the cameras to identify students who 
have broken the rules. Increasing the number 
of security cameras around campus could 

help limit student nicotine use and would not 
inconvenience students who are not breaking 

those rules. 
Grasty said during her interview that “we are 

not out to get kids, we just want to keep the school 
safe.” We understand that the school has no malin-
tent by implementing new policies to limit nicotine 
use. It is not the administration’s end game to upset 
all of the students who park on campus. However, the 
majority of the student body needs to be accounted 
for. The students breaking the rules need to be the 
ones held accountable for their own actions. 

tration has begun closing bathrooms. Once again, 

who are not a part 

response to people vaping in 
the bathroom, the adminis-
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