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I was lucky to come 
out of this holiday 

season unscathed. My 
friends, however, were 
not, finding themselves 
on the firing range of 
relatives’ favorite topic 
of small talk: college. 

For seniors, though, college is not small talk; it’s 
our future and frightening to think about. Adults 
need to understand that we don’t want to talk 
about college and should instead find 
other subject matter to discuss with us.

Seniors typically don’t decide on 
a college until the spring, and a lot 
of people don’t understand that. It’s 
easy for adults to forget how the 
college decision process runs, which 
I forgive wholeheartedly. The ques-
tions like “where are you going to 
college?” that pop up in November 
are merely curious thoughts from 
interested aunts/godparents/cous-
ins – pick whichever applies to your 
family gathering – but this barrage 
is tiresome and a little depressing. 
Getting into and then accepting an 
offer of admission from a university 
is the zenith of senior year. If I have committed 
somewhere, I’d be decked out in coordinating 
apparel and go the full nine yards to show my 
school spirit; trust me, you’d know. So please don’t 
ask because all it does it remind me that I haven’t 
crossed the finish line yet.

An especially painful portion of my college 
application experience has been waiting to hear 
decisions from the universities. After I hit submit 
on an application, there is nothing more I can do; 
the power is utterly out of my hands. The helpless-
ness that I feel in this time only serves to com-
pound my anxiety, and distracting myself is the 
best cure. The constant college conversations force 
me to fixate on exactly what I’m trying to avoid.

by Jordan Evans
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Feelings of joy and 
relief fill the stuffy, over-
crowded living room as 
dozens of teenagers 
shout, “Ten! Nine! 
Eight!” Tension 
builds through-
out the count-

down as everyone in the room anticipates 
the next year. Ten seconds away from a 
fresh start. Ten seconds from continuously 
forgetting to write 18 at the end of the date 
for every assignment. Ten seconds away from a 
new year and, more importantly, an entirely new me.

Leading up to Dec. 31, memes, captions, and 
articles mocking the concept of “new year, new me” 
consume Instagram feeds, Snapchat newsletters, 
and publications all over the Internet. Alongside 
those are tips and tricks on eating healthy, working 
out, and staying organized to help people fulfill 
their new year’s resolutions. 
Peers, advisors, and even 
public figures present con-
tradictory beliefs on whether 
the start of a new year entails 
a new beginning or a false 
hope. However, I believe the 
idea of “new year, new me” 
should be promoted across  
all platforms.

Many perceive the 
annual expression 
literally; any given 
person at 12:00 is 
the same person 
they were at 11:59. 
Additionally, even 
with the implemen-
tation of a suggested 
mindset, one will still 
have the impulse to think the way they 
always have. This impression is logical, but not 
supported by human experience. My personality 
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and morals at the beginning of 2017 are drastically 
different from what they are now. I don’t think the 
same way, I don’t wear the same clothes, and I am 
not the same person I was a year ago. It is certain 

that a majority of people can recognize an 
aspect of their life that has changed 

since the last year. This supports 
that in the new year, they are 
a new version of themselves.

The mindset of “new 
year, new me” only benefits 
those who perceive it figu-

ratively rather than literally. 
Approach the idea as: “My life 

transformed in some way since 
the year before. This year, I embrace this shift in 
my lifestyle and will continue to strive towards the 
best version of myself.” This mentality promotes a 
productive and positive attitude.

If the public recognizes the phrase through 
this new perspective, then in the new year more 
people will set motivating goals. Even if civilians 

only pursue these resolu-
tions for a few months, 
weeks, or even days, 
it is essentially the 
thought that counts. 

Their intention is to 
enhance the quality of 

their hobbies, mannerisms, 
relationships, and life as  

a whole.
This year, approach the 

next 12 months as a time for 
progress, not abrupt reconstruc-

tion. Look to embody an ideal 
state of being, so in the next year 

you can look back to notice 
a positive and benefi-
cial shift. This percep-
tion of “new year, new 
me” needs to circu-

late so more people feel 
empowered to set goals and be the best version  
of themselves.

Not only are questions regarding which schools 
I’ve applied to or heard back from unsolicited, 
but so are reassurances that I will, in fact, be 
accepted. Please do not tell me that I will get 
in to any school, especially if it is the one of my 
dreams. I, an emotionally vulnerable 17-year-
old, can interpret your attempts to calm me any 
number of ways. 1) I feel overjoyed now, but if I’m 
actually not accepted, I’ll blame you for giving me 
false hope. 2) If you’re so confident that I’ll get 
in, this school must not be rigorous enough for 
me, rendering my high school accomplishments a 
waste of time. 3) You’re only saying that because 

if you didn’t, there would be an 
awkward silence in our conver-
sation. 4) You don’t understand 
the degree of competitiveness in 
the college application field in 
this generation, so your words 
are worthless. These thoughts 
may seem exaggerated, but 
being as sensitive as we are, 
seniors cannot control how any 
type of comment about college 
affects us.

Senior year may seem like 
such a fleeting time, but it is 
my whole life right now, and has 
been for many long months now. 
My anxiety and stress during 

this period is vivid, so please refrain from prying 
into such a delicate subject as college without 
truly comprehending the emotional ramifications 
that it entails.

While this article may make it seem like 
seniors are fragile babies who will turn to dust 
at anything a person says, that is not the case. 
Nothing changes in the summer after junior year; 
we are human beings with interests and hobbies 
and pastimes, not college robots. Adults resort to 
talking about college in this time, but there is so 
much more out there to discuss. Please don’t forget 
that; try asking about our sports teams or favorite 
movies instead. That’s where the passion, and the 
root of meaningful conversation, lies.
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Kanye announced his infamous 2020 
presidential campaign at the 2015 VMAs. 
Last year, Dwayne Johnson entertained 
the slogan “Run the 
Rock 2020” for a 
potential presidential 
run. Now, Hollywood 
wants Oprah Winfrey 

to take a turn at occupying the Oval Office.
After the Golden Globes on Jan. 7, actors and 

fans cannot conceal their excitement at the idea 
of Oprah running for president. Her political beliefs 
and what she stands for seem like a fresh start after four years of 
tyranny and outright confusion. However, while I love Oprah and 
believe she deserves all the success she receives, there is no reason 
for her or any other celebrity to run for office.

Celebrities running for office present a myriad of problems. First 
and foremost, they have no political experience. Past presidents and 
candidates have typically started their careers on a smaller scale, 
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and advanced to the Oval Office once they learned the ropes and 
felt confident in their capabilities. 

Then Trump took office. His seemingly effortless progression into 
the White House opened the floodgates for other equally famous 
citizens to hop on the bandwagon. However, as we can clearly see 

from nearly constant Tweets and articles about 
the nature of the president, America made its 
worst decision of 2016: giving an unqualified 
citizen access to nuclear weapons and the 
future of our nation.

This wealthy businessman/television per-
sonality/leader of the free world was already too 
famous for his own good when he announced 
his campaign. As a media magnet, he doubled 

in popularity overnight. When voting day arrived, he, as a familiar 
face in a sea of out-of-reach, crusty politicians, easily won the 
Republican ballot on popularity alone. Trump took advantage of 
his limitless media coverage and ended up sitting on Capitol Hill.

Trump proves that anyone wealthy can be president, which 
furthers a “if he can do it, I can do it” mentality. Oprah or Johnson 
certainly could run for president and probably win. However, based 

on the outcomes of our current president and other politicians, 
including Ronald Reagan, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Al Franken, 
another celebrity in office could dig us deeper into the abyss.

In addition, most celebrities are not in the average American’s 
tax bracket, and quite a few may not have faced as much adversity 
as the rest of the population. Creating a normality of wealthy 
celebrities as politicians (and even just wealthy politicians) hurts 
all but the wealthy. A president should know what it is like to be 
an average citizen to effectively meet the needs of the nation. And 
to make healthcare accessible. And to create tax bills that benefit 
more than just the wealthy.

Mark Wahlberg was sorely mistaken when, after Trump’s election, 
he stated that “a lot of celebrities did, do, and shouldn’t [talk about 
politics].” Celebrities should maintain their voice on politics if they 
are passionate, but being an activist is different than running a 
country or state. Instead of famous people, we need presidents and 
senators from lower-class backgrounds. We need diverse leaders who 
have faced trials and adversity but never gave up their morals to 
overcome them. The only way to advance is to elect qualified leaders 
that will pursue a better America for all citizens.
(Sources: CNN, The Washington Post, Business Insider)

Hagar discusses regulating the intesity of LED headlights
During the winter season, the air gets 

colder, the days get shorter, the weather 
gets stormier, and driving gets scarier. For 
anyone who has ever driven at night, you 
might have experienced the blinding lights 
of other drivers around you, forcing you to 
duck down so the lights reflecting in your 
mirrors don’t cause you to crash.

I, for one, often drive at night while going to and from sport 
practices. I get into my 15-year-old car and turn on its lights just after 
dinner, around 6 PM; bundled from the cold I drive to my practice in 
Cupertino. When it gets dark around 5 PM in the winter, I am often 
squinting, ducking, and avoiding the headlights of other cars that are 
much brighter than mine. 

In the past few years, car manufacturers have started to use LED 
lights as car headlights. These lights don’t burn and are the most energy 
efficient product today. Although they are the most environmentaly 

friendly lights used for cars, they are also some of the brightest. 
Ever since 2006, when LED lights started to appear more, headlight 
glare has become more of a problem that leads to more accidents and  
more deaths. 

The brightness of these lights is not 
only a problem on highways or freeways, 
but even just in town or on surface 
streets. When I pull out of my neighbor-
hood, one with barely any street lights, 
I rely on my headlights to provide me with the light I need in order 
to drive around safely. When you drive over the smallest bump in the 
road after finding the perfect spot to sit hiding from the fluorescent 
lights, the piercing gleam of light blinds you once again. The newest 
models of cars not only have LED lights, but they have ones that have 
a blue hue to them which makes them seem even brighter when the 
car follows you down the road. Because I am driving an old car with 
naturally dim lights, I already struggle seeing the roads without street 
lights, so when brand new cars with LED lights drive up behind me, I 
suffocate in the flood of whites and yellows casting over me. 

There are ways to prevent this blindness from occurring in drivers 
everywhere and every day. The best way to limit the accidents caused 
from the overarching bright lights of cars would be to make all models 

of different cars have the same type of lights. There 
should be a process that facilitates the brightness of 
the lights by ensuring that they are all built and look 
the same.   

In addition to all cars having the same lights, the 
lights in all of the cars should be the best option there 

is – the LED lights. In order to keep the LED lights – since they are the 
best option for the environment currently – there should be a way to 
dim the lights within the material over them. Inside the compartment 
where the headlights are located in the front of a car, there should be 
some sort of sheet or darker plastic or another material that is built into 
the car, not the light, that would dim the brightness of the LED lights.

Car headlights should all have the same brightness so that drivers 
no longer have to sink down in their seats or squint just to see where 
they are going.
(Sources: LA Times, SJ Mercury News, Daily Mail, Mission Lead)
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