
years on his famous voyage aboard The 
Beagle, Wallace’s sojourns became much 
more time intensive. For example, in one 
study trip to the island chain Indonesia,  
Wallace spent eight years meticulously studying 
the biodiversity. Wallace’s arduous labors yielded 
copious amounts of data that both scientists used 
in proving their theory, so, if either man should 
be receiving more credit for this discovery, it 
should be Wallace. 

Those who make momentous scientific 
advancements should be rewarded with public 
recognition. It’s important to appreciate and 

learn from thinkers who uncover radical truths; 
simply ignoring them is an awful way 

to repay their discoveries. People 
need to recognize Wallace’s 

contributions to the scien-
tific world and give him 
equal credit for answer-
ing a question nobody 
could, how does new  

life appear?  

When most people 
hear the word evolu-
tion, the name accom-
panying this idea is 
almost always Charles 
Darwin. Darwin has 
become the icon of evo-
lution mainly thanks 

to his famous book, On the Origin of Species. In 
this piece, Darwin posed his audacious theory 
that shook the intellectual world and countered 
creationist concepts. However, many 
are unaware that another natural-
ist came to the same conclusions as 
Darwin, and the two actually worked 
together in articulating their theory. In 
 fact, the official theory of evolution by 
natural selection is published jointly by 
Alfred Russel Wallace and Charles Darwin. 
It is completely unfair then that one author, 
of a co-published theory, should be more  
highly esteemed. 

A key difference between Wallace and 
Darwin might shed some light on this pecu-
liarity. While Darwin’s abundant family money 
financed his voyages to the Galápagos and other 
areas of interest, Wallace lived a middle-class life. 
To pay for his expensive field studies, Wallace 
collected and sold rare specimens to European 
collectors. Coming from money in nineteenth-
century England gave Darwin a stronger voice in 
society, and this socioeconomic disparity between 
the scientists contributes to their uneven popu-
larity. The fact that Darwin’s family background 
gave him more credit for their jointly published 
theory is shameful. Scientists should be judged by 
the quality of their ideas rather than the family 
or money they come from. 

Furthermore, while Darwin spent five 
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Leave substances at home or don’t go to school events

by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

I  slip away from the loud music that 
permeates the Large Gym and shuffle into the 
bathroom where I watch three underclassman 
girls crowd into a stall. I’m perplexed, but 
when I see their twisted faces stumble out, a 
sense of disappointment washes over me as I 
realize what they had just done. One of the 
girls pulls her tight dress down to hide the 

flask, and they giggle as they walk back to the dance floor. I don’t know 
if the laughter is because they got away with it or because they’re so 
far gone that overcrowding a bathroom is funny.

I make my way back to the middle of the dance floor, where I’m 
met with a hot puff of smoke in my face. As the humidity rises and 
my lungs burn, I start to feel claustrophobic and uncomfortable in 
my own high school’s gym.

I begin to realize these small instances are much more than 
that. Dilated pupils, flushed skin, and clouds 
of vape litter the gym atmosphere. Laugh-
ter follows the conversations: “Dude, are 
you okay?” “Ha ha I’m so…” high, 
drunk, stoned. Fill in the blank,  
because each could apply. I’m dis-
heartened as I realize so many 
students at LGHS would compro-
mise a school event, disrespect their 
teachers and peers, and not care to 
think that their illegal actions would 

In middle school I was 
one of the many students 
who walked around with 
a book in my hand at all 
times, sometimes bump-
ing into others when I 
was totally engrossed 
in an intricate story. 

Whether immersed in the magic of a fantasy 
world or the technological wonder of sci-fi, I 
loved reading, and I wasn’t alone. In high school 
I never see people reading anymore, and that 
should change.

It’s an amazing feeling to have started read-
ing again – for fun. Instead of spending free time 
in class or tutorial on my phone, it’s far 
more refreshing and entertaining to 
read. There are so many good books 
out there, and they leave me 
fulfilled in a way no game or 
social media can.

When I recommend 
books to people, they 
often say they have 
no time; they’re so 
busy with college appli-
cations, or the research paper, 
or something else. But really, con-
sider how much time you spend on your 
phone on Instagram or Snapchat. Chances are 
that, like in my situation, there’s so much time that 
you can reclaim and instead spend on a worthwhile 
activity. You have more time to read than you may 
think, and it feels great to get away from smart-
phones every once in awhile. 

School-assigned books are no excuse either. 

by John Field 
Editorial Editor

 The United States is home to some 
of the most captivating and magnificent 
national monuments. Consider the Lincoln 
Memorial, Mount Rushmore, the Statue of 
Liberty – there’s something inexplicably 
awe-inspiring about these dedications to 
American history. 

Monuments hold power. They possess 
the ability to transcend time, to recreate poignant events in history 
and invoke emotion on the deepest level. This power is embedded in 
their very nature – and while it is often used to inspire, it can also 
be used to uphold oppression. 

If monuments can “resurrect” historical figures, it’s no surprise that 
they can also perpetuate racism, drawing upon the oppressive policies 
of our nation’s past. Throughout American history, institutions have 
erected more than 700 Confederate monuments, memorializing defend-
ers of slavery and known members of the KKK. Mark Elliott, a history 
professor at UNC Greensboro, explains that “the vast majority of [these 
monuments] were built between the 1890s and 1950s, which matches 
up exactly with the era of Jim Crow segregation.” These monuments 
are not mere commemorations of Southern leaders. They are tools of 
oppression and racial injustice, designed to silence African Americans 

by Eden Gibson
World Editor 

and preserve the legacy of slavery. 
Not only is Elliot’s statement true, but many 

Southerners still proudly bear the Confederate flag in 
the name of ancestral pride, despite its connection to 
the unspeakable horrors committed in the name of white 
supremacy. The Confederate flag cannot be separated from 
the racial segregation and mob lynchings of our nation’s past, 
much like the Nazi flag cannot be separated from the atrocities 
of the Holocaust. To continue to wave this flag is to excuse racism.

Christopher Columbus’ legacy is another example of unjust 
memorialization. Not only has the United States chosen to dedi-
cate an entire day to the explorer, but it has erected hundreds 
of monuments in honor of his discoveries. The fact is, his “dis-
coveries” precipitated the enslavement of native peoples and the 
mass appropriation of their land. In 1492, the native population in 
the Americas was as high as 112 million, but by 1650 that number 
had sunk below 6 million. Say what you may about Columbus, we 
cannot deny the fact that his voyage directly contributed to the  
deaths of innumerable Native Americans, all in the name of 
western expansion and global domination. 

Oppressors bear the fruits of the injustices they commit 
through social, financial, and  territorial benefit. Why must institu-
tions continue to praise and memorialize these individuals even after 
they have succeeded in their conquests? Many monuments emphasize 

the gains of the oppressors, yet hide the atrocities they commit-
ted in the process. By glorifying those who have contributed 

to systematic oppression, institutions perpetuate the idea 
that abuse and persecution of a particular group can produce 
benefits without repercussions. 

Prejudiced and destructive individuals do not deserve 
to be brought back to life; monuments should not grant 

oppressors the gift of eternal praise and remembrance. While 
it is important to remember dehumanizing events and time 
periods themselves to promote equality and social progress, 
institutions should place the emphasis on the oppressed, not 

the oppressors. The possibility of replacing Columbus Day 
with a nationwide Indigenous People’s Day would perfectly 

reflect this new perspective. Changing the holiday would 
shift the narrative  regarding the discovery of America, high-
lighting its original inhabitants, those who continue to battle 
discrimination on a daily basis. 

 There will never be a historical figure who does not harm 
another individual in some capacity. However, if institutions 
refrain from memorializing those who have stolen land or 
dehumanized entire races, not only will they promote inter-

sectional equality, but display a greater respect for all inhabitants 
of their countries.
(Sources: History Channel, National Geographic)

affect those around them.
My argument is not meant to chastise students for 

using substances. I do not have a say over what my 
peers at LGHS choose to do on their own time, off 
school grounds; I have the choice to attend those 
types of events or not go. And I don’t need to bore 
students with the statistics of drug and alcohol 
abuse, because people who involve themselves with 
those substances are making that decision and should 
be competent enough to understand that they are 
running those risks. However, when it comes to a 
school event that is open to all students and on the 
neutral ground of the high school, it crosses a line. 
Those students who do not partake in illegal activi-
ties no longer have the choice to avoid it. By coming 

to Coro under the influence or with substances, students are 
forcing that environment on their peers and ruining the 

experience for everyone else. 
Bringing substances or coming to a school 

event inebriated not only involuntarily subjects 
the student body to a negative experience, but it 

also disrespects LGHS staff. The LGHS faculty mem-
bers take time out of their weekends to chaperone 

dances for their students. They are there to ensure the 
students’ safety and enjoyment. But when students come 
intoxicated to the dance that their teachers, coaches, or 
known members of the administration are attending as 

well, the faculty can take it personally. Teachers reported 
being shocked and disappointed that the students they 

have taught or currently teach would come to an event under 
the influence knowing their teachers would be there. 

LGHS staff members also feel responsible for 
all the students who feel their experience 
was disturbed by their peers’ choices.

 This article is not simply meant to 
acknowledge those who felt upset by the 
substance abuse at Coro, but it is a call to 
both those students who brought drugs 
and alcohol and those who brushed it 
off as okay. When a single group of stu-
dents brings a flask or a dab pen and uses 
it at a dance, the influence can be con-
tagious. This minor decision controls the 
outlook of the event: students reflect on 

their night and recall seeing their drunk peers or watching their 
classmates smoke on the dance floor, and some can’t even remem-
ber. The majority of students have the decency abstain from illegal 
activities during the dance, but for those who do not, those stude 
nts are taking away from the experience for everyone else. This last 
Coro, the freshmen class experienced this widespread substance abuse 
as their first high school dance. I personally hold our school to a higher 
standard and hope LGHS students will too. 

Bringing sub- stances or coming inebriated to a school event is 
reprehensible. Whether it’s a sports game, dance, class, or a spirit rally, 
being intoxicated is never a viable option. I implore the students of 
LGHS to respect their teachers and stand up for the safety and comfort 
of their peers. End your complacency, think about your actions, and 
consider how your choices can affect those around you.

One of my common excuses to myself was that I 
could not read a book recreationally while I had 
required reading. The thing is, I didn’t do the 
required reading either when I told myself that, 
so I did nothing instead. Starting one required 
book doesn’t prohibit enjoying a recreational one 
as well; that’s just ridiculous. Instead of doing 
nothing, read a book. And that’s not to mention 
that reading makes you smarter. It provokes 
thinking and reveals new vocabulary.

If you need a place to start, an incredible 
post-apocalyptic sci-fi novel is Wool, by Hugh 
Howey. In the novel, a small group of humans 
live underground in a silo, where the outside air 
is toxic. As a punishment for the conspiracy, the 
highest crime, the silo’s government sends people 

to clean the sensor that provides a view 
of the outside world, where they 

then die. However, the people 
have no idea of the depth of 

the secrets the world holds. 
Every chapter expands 

the view of the world, 
and it’s fascinating 
to read. The best 
part is that it’s a 

trilogy, and each 
book is just as great. The 

second book provides backstory, 
revealing the source of the toxicity, and 

the thrilling conclusion revisits the world of the 
first novel.

Start reading tomorrow – it’s that simple. 
Grab a book, stuff it in your backpack, and take 
it out whenever you have a free moment. Maybe 
it’s after a test or during tutorial. Just read. 
There’s no excuse, and I promise that you’ll be  
sucked right in.
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