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by Hayley Knowlton 
People Editor

In late September, the House of Representatives passed a bill crim-
inalizing abortions occurring during or after 20 weeks of pregnancy. 
The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Act received support from the White 
House, and it passed with 237 to 189 votes. This ban makes having an 
abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy illegal, except for cases of rape, 
incest, or the pregnancy causing unsafe conditions for the mother. 

This new ban has already caused controversy throughout the coun-
try. Those supporting the ban argue that because studies have shown 
that fetuses form the necessary structures to feel pain at 20 weeks, 
receiving an abortion this late in pregnancy is immoral and unjust. 

They agree that it is the responsibility of US citizens to protect those 
who cannot protect themselves, including unborn people. Those on this 
side of the controversy have begun the popular hashtag #TheyFeelPain 
in order to bring attention to this issue, and they believe that women 
should not have the option to wait this long in their pregnancies to 
have an abortion. 

On the other hand, those opposing the ban agree that putting 
limitations on what women can do with their bodies is unfair and 
unethical. This side contends that placing bans on abortions after 
20 weeks will not stop them from happening; it will only cause more 
illegal, dangerous, unsanitary abortions to occur in questionable sit-
uations. Also, those in opposition to the ban argue that it is clearly a 
part of a bigger plan to criminalize abortions altogether, seeing that 
many of Trump’s advisors are publicly against abortions. This side of the 
argument asserts that the government has no right to restrict a woman’s 
right to her own body, and that the legislation is entirely immoral. 

Both those in support of and in opposition to the ban march to 
express their opinions on the matter. Thousands of people “marched 
for life” on Oct. 6 in Washington to show their support for the legis-
lation during an annual pro-life event. However, thousands of women 
marched, “standing with Planned Parenthood,” to express their oppo-
sition to restrictions on abortion, and to demonstrate that they have 
the right to their own bodies.

Though the White House strongly backs the bill, it isn’t likely to 
pass in the Senate. With only 52 seats in the Senate, Republicans do 

People across the political spectrum react to abortion bill
not have the guaranteed majority vote, as not all Republican senators 
will vote in favor of this legislation. There typically needs to be a 
60-vote majority to enable legislation to pass through the Senate due to 
filibuster rules. The House has proposed similar legislation concerning 
abortion to the Senate in the past, all of which did not pass in the 
voting process, making this current ban unlikely to succeed. This vote 
will most likely happen soon, though no date on which the vote will 
take place has been specified.
(CNN, Fox News, USA Today, The Washington Post)
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by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

On Oct. 1, Las Vegas witnessed a mass shooting at the Route 91 
Harvest Festival. The gunman who fired upon the crowd at the festi-
val was 64-year-old Stephen Paddock. In the aftermath of the event, 
authorities concluded that 59 people died and nearly 500 people 
were injured. This massacre killed and injured more people than any 
previous one in US history. 

The shooting began at about 10:08 PM from the gunman’s hotel 
room in the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino. Jason Aldean, one of 
the singers at the festival, suddenly heard the shots fired during 
his performance and immediately took cover away from the stage. 
Eventually, concert goers at the festival did the same, attempting to 
either flee the site as quickly as possible or stay down under cover. 

The police and SWAT teams were immediate responders to the 
event and arrived at Paddock’s hotel room to find him dead on the 
floor. Authorities conclude that Paddock committed suicide before 
special forces arrived. The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 
said that “at least 23 firearms, including a handgun were found in 
Mr. Paddock’s hotel suite.” Sheriff Joseph Lombard goes on further to 
mention that “some were rifles equipped with scopes, adding that Mr. 
Paddock used multiple rifles during the attack.” Lombardo additionally 
reports that Paddock brought in nearly 10 suitcases to his hotel room 
over the course of his visit.

Authorities continue to question the motives of this attack and 
Paddock’s background. According to Andrew G. McCabe, the deputy 
director of the FBI, they are currently interviewing “everyone and 
anyone who crossed [Paddock’s] path in recent weeks.” Paddock’s 
brother, Eric Paddock, described how bewildered he was to recognize 
that it was his brother that facilitated this mass shooting. Paddock 
states “I’m trying to get them to understand Steve’s mindset, I don’t 
want them to chase bad leads.” The Los Angeles CNN staff also ques-
tioned Marilou Danley, Paddock’s girlfriend at the time, to find more 
information behind the basis of the shooter’s motives. 

Currently, Paddock’s body is at Stanford University where neuropa-
thologists are trying to find an answer as to why he committed such 
a deadly crime. Using microscopic evidence, these scientists believe 
they might be able to find traces of dementia or chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE), that may have influenced Paddock in his 
motives. However, such information is yet to be found and the process 
of investigation is still in progress.

Authorities investigate the devastating Las Vegas shooting

Investigations are ongoing as authorities from Las Vegas and other 
communities are searching to find an answer behind the shooting. 
The shooting causes much conversation about the second amendment 
and the effects of gun violence on the nation. The event raises severe 
anxiety throughout the nation as families and friends grieve over the 
losses of their loved ones. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, NBC, NY Post, Las Vegas Review Journal, 
LA Times)SKYLINE: Paddock committed suicide after he shot into the Las Vegas Strip.

 AERIAL PATH: Stephen Paddock shot from his hotel window into the festival across the way. 

by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor

Over the course of just a few months, the US 
has encountered many issues for President Trump 
to deal with. 

After scrolling through his Twitter page, one 
can tell Trump’s major focus is on the NFL and 
players kneeling during the national anthem. This 
movement was initiated by NFL quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick, when he first took a knee to raise 
awareness to the Black Lives Matter movement 
and racial equality. President Trump claims these 
players are “disrespecting” the flag and even the 
veterans who fought for this country, and encour-
ages NFL fans to leave the stadium if they see 
players kneeling.

US officials injured in Cuba
by Andy Braham
World Editor

On Sept. 29, the US State Department ordered 
all nonessential personnel and their families to 
leave the US Embassy in Cuba after a mysterious 
sonic noise caused many workers to fall ill. The 
noise, which disappeared and reappeared periodi-
cally, was first heard last November, prompting an 
official investigation by the State Department. The 
embassy will now no longer issue visas or perform 
any consular activities. Despite suspicions of the 
nature of these attacks, the US Secretary of State, 
Rex Tillerson,  reaffirmed his commitment to diplo-
macy and good relations with Cuba. Tillerson said, 
“We maintain diplomatic relations with Cuba, and 
our work in Cuba continues to be guided by the 
national security and foreign policy interests of 
the United States.”

The department also issued a general travel 
warning to those who plan to travel to Cuba, which 
they discourage. They fear that the so-called sonic 
attacks may also be occurring in hotels around 
Havana and worry that tourists could be targeted 
the same way that official diplomats were. 

So far, more than twenty Americans have been 
injured in these bizarre attacks, and they are 
being treated at the University of Miami’s Hospital 
Neurological Center. Many of the victims described 

With Puerto Rico’s recent disaster, its citizens 
are in desperate need of help from the US. While the 
hurricane hit Puerto Rico in late September, the US 
sent aid in early October, allowing Trump to address 
the issue in public on the military’s progress via 
Twitter by stating they “have done an amazing job. 
Puerto Rico was totally destroyed.” Both Melania 
and Trump then visited Puerto Rico on Oct. 3 to 
help the citizens there. Trump can be seen helping 
Puerto Rico on numerous media outlets, such as 
NBC News, by throwing paper towels into a crowd 
at a Hurricane relief event. More recently, Trump 
announced that “we cannot keep FEMA, the Military 
& the First Responders, who have been amazing… 
in P.R. forever!” Ordering the US aid out of Puerto 
Rico will affect its economy financially and shows 
where Trump’s priorities stand.

Further, Las Vegas fell victim to a US mass 
shooting this month. This act of domestic terrorism 
sparked controversy regarding gun control. Though 
President Trump has not directly addressed his 

symptoms such as intense confusion, memory loss, 
sleeping problems, and hearing issues, none of 
which have subsided. At least one of the victims 
accused doctors of inadequate care and providing 
only a “cursory” screening. Tillerson has denied 
these allegations, saying that the workers received 
superb medical care.

Tillerson, after ordering the removal of the 
nonessential workers, ordered the expulsion of 
15 Cuban workers at their embassy in Miami 
as a tradeoff to the lost Americans. Some have 
suspected that the expulsion had something to 
do with espionage, Tillerson did not confirm this 
allegation during a meeting with Cuban Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla. During the 
meeting, Tillerson asked if the Cuban government 
had any involvement in these odd attacks. Parrilla 
denied any involvement and later said that the 
government was also not working with any third 
party. He said, “Cuba has never perpetrated nor 

SICK IN MAGIC CITY: University of Miami Hospital treats patients.

Trump responds to issues
thoughts on gun control after the Las Vegas shoot-
ing, White House Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders stated that Trump is “a strong supporter 
of the Second Amendment. That hasn’t changed.” 
Many believe President Trump will stand firm in 
his beliefs on gun control, a decision that will 
redefine how Americans view guns and the power 
behind them.

The ongoing battle between the US and Turkey 
hit a low point on Oct. 8, when President Trump 
and his administration issued a travel ban against 
Turkey. In response to this ban, Turkey also admin-
istered a ban against US citizens, meaning US 
citizens who do not already have a Turkish passport 
will not be allowed to enter the country. Trump 
feels this is one of many nations to be a “country 
of concern” and believes this order to be necessary.
(Sources: LA Times, Washington Post)

will it ever perpetrate actions of this sort. Cuba has 
never allowed nor will it ever allow its territory to 
be used by third parties with that purpose.” 
(Sources: ABC, CNN, LA Times, BBC, Miami Herald)

GOODBYE: Personnel in the American Embassy leave Havana.  

PLAY THE GAME: The House passes the bill while the Senate still deliberates its decision. CAN’T BACK DOWN: Planned Parenthood is a group fighting against the controversial bill.
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SAY CHEESE: Trump addresses pressing concerns of the country. 
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