
by Andy Braham
World Editor

President Trump formally recognized the capital 
of Israel as Jerusalem last Wednesday, moving the 
American Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and 
leading to applause from Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. In the past, many American 
politicians have promised to to recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel during their campaigns, 
including the past three presidents. This policy 
change has multiple implications for Israel, the 
US and the surrounding Middle-Eastern countries. 
For over several decades, the US has formally 
accepted Tel Aviv as the capital of Israel until the 
late nineties when Jerusalem was recognized for 
less than a year.

First, the most important implication would 
the moving of our diplomatic embassy in Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem. Currently, there is a consulate but 
not an embassy in Jerusalem. Trump has ordered 
the construction of a new embassy in Jerusalem in 
addition to the consulate. Trump said that the US 
needs “to begin preparations to move the embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem” and that the building 
would be “a magnificent tribute to peace.” 

Benjamin Netanyahu responded to President  
Trump’s announcement with a video message. He 
explained to the public, “This is a historic day for 
the State of Israel! I praise the decision of President 
Trump to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and 
I expect the international community to support 
Trump’s decision.”

by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer

Austria and Australia recently legalized same-
sex marriage, joining the list of European nations 
that previosuly established marriage equality, 
including France, Germany, and Denmark.

On Tues., Dec. 5, Austria’s Constitutional Court 
announced that same-sex marriage will be legal 
starting in January 2019. The government will 
officially change the bill towards the end of 2018, 
opening marriage up for all couples. The court 
revised a law from 2009 that allowed registered 
partnership: Same-sex couples could be legally 
recognized, but still could not have a legal mar-
riage. Austrians felt that a registered partnership 
discriminated against these couples. The court 
took specific interest in the issue after two women 
protested when Austrian authorities denied turning 
their partnership into a marriage.

In addition, Australia joined the list of 25 coun-
tries in the world who allow same-sex marriage. 
Back in mid-November, the country held a national 
vote in which the majority of the nation showed 
their support for same-sex couples. In total, 61 
percent voted yes, while 38 percent voted against 
marriage equality. 

This was not the first time Australia attempted 
to combat the conservative restrictions on mar-
riage. In 2015, the Prime Minister at the time, Tony 
Abbott, proposed a national vote on the topic. In 
the end, Abbott did not receive sufficient funding 
for the vote, so he was unable to follow through 
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Investigation precipitates war crime allegations against UK
by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On Dec. 5, Fatou Bensouda, a Gambian lawyer who serves as the 
Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), disclosed 
in a 74-page report there could be a “reasonable basis” to prove that, 
during the Iraq conflict, UK soldiers engaged in war crimes against 
detainees. These allegations refer to the suspected abuse of at least 
1,071 Iraqi prisoners from 2003 to 2008, some of which involved tor-
ture. Bensouda does acknowledge that British troops did not carry out 
any crimes while in battle. The ICC only prosecutes those who commit 
the most heinous crimes internationally if their home countries cannot 
perform the necessary litigations. 

“Following a thorough factual and legal assessment of the infor-
mation available... there is reasonable basis to believe that members 
of the UK armed forces committed war crimes, within the jurisdiction 
of the Court, against persons in their custody,” Bensouda said.

In 2006, the ICC held a preliminary investigation pertaining to the 
war crimes but ceased action due to the low number of allegations 
by the victims. Eight years later, the court announced that it would 
be coordinating another preliminary investigation with 60 alleged 
cases. Activists said that 52 of these detainees died by the alleged 

by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

In late November, a video appeared online in 
which Libyan slave traders sold African men at a 
slave auction for prices as low as 400 dollars. CNN 
conducted an investigation over the course of the 
month to accumulate evidence regarding slavery in 
the country before finally sharing secret footage 
of a slave auction obtained by a hidden camera.

The men sold at the auctions in Libya are 
primarily African migrants and refugees coming 
from countries like Niger, Chad, and Senegal. Libya 
has a valuable geographic location on the Mediter-
ranean coast, and therefore many migrants from 
other parts of Africa travel there in an attempt to 
reach mainland Europe with the intent of finding 
work and a better way of life. However, relatively 
few make it into Europe successfully, and many 
end up in detention centers where they are sub-
ject to severe forms of abuse and human rights 
violations. There are an estimated 30 detention 
centers in Libya that hold approximately 15,000 
to 20,000 people, while over 100,000 migrants 
live in the country as a whole.

Migrants in detention centers are vulnerable 
to capture by slave traders to be sold in one of 
many illegal markets in Libya; this has become 
a lucrative and unchecked business due to the 
largely failing economy and government of the 
country. Some blame the Obama administration 
for intervening in Libya in 2011 to help overthrow 
the rule of President Muammar Gaddafi. They  sug-
gest that the intervention further decentralized 
the Libyan government and did not lead to any 
notable improvements. 

LOVE WINS: Proud citizens voice their egalitarian opinions. 
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TERROR IN TRIPOLI: Traders sell African refugees into slavery.
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misconduct of the British Armed Forces. From 2010 to 2017, the ICC 
has accumulated approximately 3,400 allegations of abuse through 
the Iraq Historic Allegation Team (IHAT). 

Earlier in 2017, the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal found Phil 
Shiner, a former British human rights solicitor, guilty of multiple 
charges including dishonesty over false witness accounts. He headed 

his firm, Public Interest Lawyers (PIL), which presented many of the 
allegations to the IHAT, which investigated the alleged abuse. PIL also 
originally represented the family of Baha Mousa, an Iraqi detainee who 
British soldiers tortured to death. The unit shut down after British 
Defense Secretary Michael Fallon said it failed to provide evidence of 
said abuse. However, Bensouda said PIL compiled believable evidence 
that requires another examination of the abuse. 

“In assessing the credibility of the claims themselves, the Office 
has taken the position that individual statements received from PIL 
could be considered credible enough if substantiated with supporting 
material and/or corroborated by information available from reliable 
third sources,” Bensouda said. 

The British government feels confident in their seven-year-long 
investigation with a spokesperson saying, “Our existing efforts to inves-
tigate allegations preclude the need for any investigation by the ICC.”

Prior to the current fiasco, Britain disregarded accusations of its 
soldiers engaged in alleged misconduct in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Bensouda will soon go on and ask permission from the ICC judges 
in order to set in motion a fully developed investigation. 
(Sources: eNCA, The Guardian, The Telegraph, The Sun, EuroNews, The 
Times, Naharnet)

Slave trade plagues Libya

NAILBITER: The Honduran president leads by only 1.6 percent. 

MILITARY MISCONDUCT: Allegations of war crimes arose, targeting the UK’s armed forces.
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In response to this revelation, some nations 
withdrew ambassadors from Libya, and widespread 
protests occurred across Libyan embassies in both 
Africa and Europe. In an emergency session of 
the UN Security Council organized to discuss the 
Libyan slave trade, French President Emmanuel 
Macron referred to these acts as “crimes against 
humanity.” On Nov. 30, European and African 
leaders met in Cote D’Ivoire to further discuss 
solutions to the slave trade, and agreed on an 
evacuation plan to fly 15,000 migrants out of Libya 
back to their home country or to another territory 
for resettlement.

Although Libya cooperated with foreign powers 
to repatriate refugees, African and European 
nations are taking a much harsher stance after 
the released footage and will likely exhibit stron-
ger policy against similar instances of slavery in  
the future.
(Sources: Times, AOL, New York Post, Reuters)

by John Field
Editorial Editor

In a controversial presidential election in Hon-
duras, both candidates have claimed victory. The 
election, which took place on Nov. 26, seemed to 
be heading towards a win for candidate Salvador 
Nasralla, who led by five percent at one point and 
claimed victory. Shortly afterwards, the election 
system shut down for nearly 24 hours, preventing 
any reporting of votes. After it came back online, 
current Honduran president Juan Orlando Hernán-
dez led by 1.6 percent. The electoral court called it a 
computer glitch, while Nasralla accused the current 
president of manipulating the votes. 

After widespread violence where protesters 
blocked roads and fought with police due to the 
contested result, Honduras imposed a dusk to 
dawn curfew for 10 days in an attempt to mitigate 
the situation. At least 14 people have died in the 
violence, which still continues. However, some of 
the police force refused to enact the curfew. The 
Organization of American States (OAS) called for the 
curfew to end immediately and for the restoration 
of constitutional rights.

Nasralla, a former TV personality, ran on the 
promise of reducing corruption in the government. 
His base of support was a coalition of parties from 
both the right and the left known as the Alliance 
Against the Dictatorship. He ran against Hernández 
in 2013, losing that election.

Hernández is the current president of Honduras, 
and he is the first to run for a second term, which 
was unconstitutional until the Supreme Electoral 
Tribunal removed the ban on multiple terms. His 
base of support is the National Party, a center-right 

group. Throughout his presidency, the US has 
praised him for his hard stance on gangs.

The third place candidate, Luis Zelaya of the Lib-
eral Party, said that the vote was polluted and that 
Nasralla was the victor. In addition, he claimed that 
the results of the legislative elections are unreliable

Many supporters of Nasralla marched to protest 
what they believed was the current government 
cheating Nasralla of a win. Nasralla and his coalition 
demanded recounts of thousands of precincts, at 
which point he would accept Hernández’s win. He 
referenced unusually high voter turnout in several 
areas as a sign of wrongdoing; many of those areas 
went to Hernández. Many other precincts showed 
irregularities, and a recount is underway. It is 
possible that a full recount or even a new election 
may occur.

Hernández urged his supporters to remain calm 
during the time of dispute, and said that he would 
accept the election results regardless. The electoral 
court must release the final election decision by 
Dec. 26.
(Sources: BBC, Reuters, CNN, LA Times)

Election angers Hondurans 

with his plan. Luckily, the new vote allowed 
Abbott to see his vision come true.  

The Australian House of Representatives 
began their final debate on same-sex marriage on 
Mon., Dec. 4. At the start of the debate, Represen-
tative Tim Wilson proposed to his long-term part-
ner in front of the entire House. Wilson is excited 
to officially marry his partner, even though they 
already considered each other fiancées.  

Right after the national vote showed immense 
support for same-sex marriage, Australian Parlia-
ment is finally passing the bill. During a vote in 
Parliament, only four people voted against the 
bill, while the rest strongly supported it. The 
vote officially legalized marriage for all types of 
couples in Australia. 

After the verdicts in each country, people 
flooded the streets with nationwide celebrations, 
excited for the new future for all couples. Both 
Australia and Austria continue to pave the way 
for worldwide equality for same-sex couples. 
(Sources: CNN, NBC, Washington Post, NY Times)

The decision garnered criticism fromdozens of 
other countries who see this as a way to pick a 
fight with Israel’s neighbors. Turkey, the UK, China, 
Canada, Bolivia, and other countires, including 
US allies, have criticized Trump’s actions. Turkish 
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan publicly condemned 
the decision The Pakistan ministry did the same, 
explaining, “Pakistan shares the international out-
rage and is deeply concerned over the implications 
of this decision for international peace and security, 
especially in the Middle East. Pakistan calls upon 
the UN Security Council to take cognizance of this 
situation and take steps in accordance with the 
UN Charter.” 

Since the Palestinian groups claim Jerusalem 
as rightfully their land, large protests in response 
to this decision have erupted across Israel and the 
entire Muslim world. Rioters and protesters clashed 
with Israeli police and military forces as soon as 
this decision went public. In the West, 60 or more 
protesters suffered injuries after police used tear 
gas and rubber bullets. 
(Sources: NBC, CNN, Washington Post, New York 
Times, Haaretz, Guardian)

DISTANT DILEMMA: Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
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