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Since the Islamic Revolution in 1979, the 
Iranian government has forced women to wear 
hijabs, but the women are now rebelling against 
their government for their rights. Twenty-nine 
women last week were arrested for removing their 
hijabs and recent anti-government protests taking 
place in Iran have amplified the movement. Iran is 
currently embroiled in what the New York Times 
calls “the broadest display of discontent in years.” 

With protest groups like White Wednesday and 
Girls of Revolution Street emerging throughout 
Iran, the Iranian judiciary has been searching for 
ways to vilify the women who have been resist-
ing the compulsory hijab. Judiciary Spokesman 
Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei has come up with 
a multitude of excuses, including that foreigners 
have deceived the women and that the women 
are drug abusers. Protestors are even compared 
to prostitutes; under Islamic penal code, the act 
of a woman showing her hair is “[someone] who 
encourages immorality or prostitution.” 

US-based activist Masih Alinejad, the head of 
the social media platform White Wednesday, has 
declared that foreign ideals are not correlated to 
the current anti-hijab revolution sweeping across 
Iran. “The movement started inside Iran. It has 
nothing to do with forces inside Iran. This is a 
campaign that’s been going on for years and years. 
The women in Iran have long been ignored. We’re 
just giving them a platform.”

Under the regime of recently re-elected Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani, the law banning hijabs 
has relaxed, with women warned with a small 
fine rather than jail time. However, as hard-line 
demonstrators renounce the moderate Rouhani 
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Iranian women seek reformEarthquake ravages Taiwan
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

On Feb. 6, a magnitude 6.4 earthquake hit 
the east coast of Taiwan, causing great damage to 
buildings in and around the city of Hualien. The 
number of deaths amounted to 17, while over 200 
more suffered injuries from the disaster. 

The quake caused damage to many buildings on 
the east coast of the island, and a hotel in Hualien 
suffered the most severe of consequences when it 
tilted at an alarming angle. Out of the 17 killed, 
14 of them perished in this building after rescuers 
were unable to reach them. Rescue teams used lad-
ders, ropes, and cranes to successfully bring many 
to safety, although they did so carefully to avoid 
causing the hotel to collapse. 

Four more buildings on Taiwan’s east coast faced 
similar conditions after the earthquake; rescuers 
had to stop their search for victims in one structure 
after its foundation slid. A team from Japan came to 
Hualien with high-tech equipment in order to help 
the Taiwanese with rescue efforts. After 106 hours 
of work, rescuers officially ended their search for 
bodies on Sun., Feb. 11.

by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

Situated between eastern Russia and China, Mongolia harbors 
a unique culture, rich history, and scenic landscapes within its  
expansive borders.

Mongolia, which is approximately the size of Alaska, holds the 
title of the country with the lowest population density, excluding 
islands. While its population is well over 3 million people, the country’s 
immense size and harsh geography make it one of the most sparsely 
populated places on the planet. Unlike many countries, Mongolia is 
far from a melting pot of different ethnicities. Around 95 percent 
of the population are ethnic Mongols, many of whom are Khalkha, 
Oirat, Buryat, or from other native groups. Another 4.5 percent of the 
population is Turkic, and the rest is mostly from Russia and China.

This lack of diversity from outlying ethnicities allows Mongolia 
to preserve the history and culture of its ancestors. While historians 
believe the Huns founded the Mongol tribes, they only gained unity in 
the late twelfth century. Genghis Khan, the infamous, brutal military 
leader, formed the Mongol Empire that lasted well into the thirteenth 
century. During centuries of conflict, chaos, and Chinese invasion, 
Mongolia never gained complete governmental control over its own 
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In addition to the damaged buildings in the 
region, the Taiwanese government closed some 
bridges and highways pending a safety inspec-
tion. Several sizeable aftershocks also struck the 
region, putting already at-risk structures at a 
greater chance of collapse. Thousands of civilians 
in the area fled to newly-built shelters where the 
government provided them with food, water, and 
sleeping arrangements.

Minor earthquakes are a relatively frequent 
occurrence in Taiwan, although larger ones like 
this are rare. A 1999 earthquake in Taiwan 
killed over 2,300 people and was one of the 
most deadly natural disasters to ever afflict the 
island. Although the government made efforts to 
improve building codes following that disaster, 
old buildings with poor infrastructure still remain 
at risk to severe structural damage. This issue is  
especially pertinent given the island’s position on 
the “Ring of Fire,” the seismic plates encompass-
ing the Pacific Ocean where most of the world’s  
earthquakes occur. 

Taiwan’s president, Tsai Ing-wen, arrived in 
Hualien on Wed., Feb. 7 to oversee rescue efforts. 
On her official Facebook page, she expressed the 
government’s devotion to find survivors trapped 
inside buildings. Tsai reassured the public of rescue 
efforts, stating that she “ordered search and rescue 
workers not to give up on any opportunity to save 
people, while keeping their own safety in mind.” 
She also offered condolences and support to those 
affected by the disaster, writing: “This is when the 
Taiwanese people show their calm, resilience and 
love… The government will work with everyone 
to guard their homeland.” 
(Sources: ABC, Channel News Asia, Chicago Tri-
bune, NY Times)
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A CRY FOR CHANGE: Viva Mohaved raises her hijab in silent protest.

Poland criminalizes Holocaust complicity accusations
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country. Following the demise of the Qing dynasty in 1911, Mongolia 
fought against further Chinese infiltration and expelled all influence 
when it declared independence on July 11, 1921. As a result of Russia’s 
help, the landlocked country formed close ties with Soviets and adopted 
a communist government, which ended in 1990.

While the nation rapidly changed throughout recent centuries, 
Mongolia’s way of living has remained the same. Around a third of Mon-
golia’s people are nomads, travelling across the country in traditional, 
transportable homes known as gers. Due to the country’s extremely 
varied geography, nomads tend to settle in the north, where rainy 
pasturelands and rivers are a haven from the southern Gobi desert. 
For the citizens who are not nomads, most live in small, previously 
nomadic cities around the country. The capital city, Ulaanbaatar, is 
home to 45 percent of the population and acts as a hub for government, 
culture, and education.

Mongolia, even as it rapidly modernizes, still maintains important, 
sometimes ancient, cultural events. Naadam, the country’s largest 
event of the summer, draws participants to compete in wrestling, 
archery, and horse racing. These three sports are the most popular, 
but Mongolia is known for an even more obscure sport: hunting with 
eagles. The Golden Eagle Festival, held in the westernmost part of the 

country, showcases old and young participants on horseback, vying 
to win awards for their skill at eagle hunting.

Mongolia may seem distant due to its sheer size and traditional way 
of life, but inside the diverse, rapidly growing country, the breathtak-
ing views and complex culture cultivate an unforgettable experience.
(Sources: Encyclopedia Britannica, Discover Mongolia, Nomadic  
Voyages, BBC)
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Polish President Andrzej Duda signed a bill on Tues., Feb. 5, which 
criminalizes the act of suggesting the country was complicit in the 
Holocaust and crimes committed under Nazi occupation. The legisla-
ture also outlaws the description of concentration camps on Polish 
soil, including Auschwitz, as “Polish death camps.” Those who break 
the new law will face fines or up to three years in prison.

Multiple concentration camps in Poland, including Auschwitz, 
were the sites of over one million deaths during WWII, many of which 
were Jewish men, women, and children. In 2012, Obama referred to 

“Polish death camps” when giving Polish resistance figure Jan Karski 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, but he later apologized. However, 
Poles took offense at this situation due to its implication that Poles 
were complicit in regards to the creation of camps such as Auschwitz.

The law states that “whoever accuses, publicly and against the 
facts, the Polish nation, or the Polish state, of being responsible or 
complicit in the Nazi crimes committed by the Third German Reich… 
shall be subject to a fine or a penalty of imprisonment of up to three 
years.” However, those involved in “artistic or scientific activities” are 
exempt from these punishments.

Foreign governments have expressed their concern and disdain 
for the new legislation. US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson declared 
that “enactment of this law adversely affects freedom of speech and 
academic inquiry… We believe that open debate, scholarship, and 
education are the best means of countering misleading speech.” French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian also criticized the law, explaining, 
“You should not rewrite history, it’s never a good idea.”

Israel’s education minister Naftali Bennett had planned a visit to 
Poland for the week of Feb. 5; however, Israel canceled the trip after 
Bennett publicly declared his disapproval of the new bill. After this 
action, the education minister rebuked that “the blood of Polish Jews 
cries from the ground, and no law will silence it. The government of 
Poland cancelled my visit because I mentioned the crimes of its people. 
I am honored.” Additionally, Israeli politician Yair Lapid, son of a 
Holocaust survivor, tweeted, “No Polish law will change history, Poland 
was complicit in the Holocaust. Hundreds of thousands of Jews were 
murdered on its soil without them having met any German officer.”

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki gave a televised speech 
in which he said Poland respected Holocaust victims’ memory. While 
Duda signed the bill, he claimed he would send it to the Constitutional 
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CALM BEFORE THE STORM: Taiwan’s skyline paints a tranquil scene. 

MONGOLIAN MAGNIFICENCE: A tourist admires Mongolia’s beautiful, expansive countryside. 

as a “dictator” and criticize him for not following 
through on his promise to revitalize the Iranian econ-
omy, police are reinstituting severe penalties for the 
defiant women waving their headscarves on sticks. 

The announcement that authorities released 
Viva Mohaved, the activist icon who unintentionally 
created the Girls of Revolution Street movement after 
removing her hijab in public, on Feb. 4 only increased 
protests. Rouhani, the person responsible for intro-
ducing the required veil decades ago, now finds 
himself in a power struggle with his own judiciary 
after releasing a report that 50 percent of the Iranian 
people vote to abolish the law of the compulsory 
hijab. Close advisor to Rouhani has stated that this 
was intended to “bolster support to social reforms.” 
The divide in opinions of social policy in the Iranian 
government implies this is only the beginning of the 
call for social reform in Iran. 
(Sources: CNN, Center of Iran Human Rights, NY 
Times, The Guardian)
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Tribunal to make sure it complies with the Polish constitution, making 
time for possible amendments. The president claims the bill does not 
block anyone from talking about crimes committed by individual Poles; 
in a televised address, he said that the aim of the law was to safeguard 
country’s foreign image, stating “[The bill]… protects Polish interests… 
our dignity, the historical truth… so that we are not slandered as a 
state and as a nation.”
(Sources: Slate, BBC News, the Atlantic, The Guardian, NPR)

LAW AND ORDER: The Polish Prime Minister meets US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.

HOUSE OF EVIL: The infamous extermination camp Auschwitz occupies Polish land. 
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