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Americans win Nobel Prizes
by John Field 
Editorial Editor
     On Oct. 2, three American scientists won the 
2017 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine “for 
their discoveries of molecular mechanisms control-
ling the circadian rhythm.” The body clock, also 
called the circadian rhythm, tells the body when 
to sleep at night and is responsible for major 
behavioral characteristics and bodily functions. 
      Researchers Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael Rosbash, 
and Michael W. Young discovered an  explanation 
for the body’s rhythm while working at Brandeis 
University in Massachusetts and Rockefeller Uni-
versity in New York City. They used fruit flies to 
isolate a gene called the period gene, which they 
found held instructions for the creation of the 
protein PER.
    Hall and Rosbash found that as the PER levels 
increase, the genetic directives turn off. Therefore, 
PER levels accumulate during the night and are 
degraded during the day, resulting in a rising and 
falling action during the Earth’s 24-hour cycle. 
Meanwhile, Young found two genes that affect 
the PER protein’s stability. These two genes, called 
timeless and doubletime, control whether a person 
is a “night owl” or “morning person.” 
     The scientific discoveries not only explain the 
cycle in humans, but also in plants, other ani-
mals, and fungi. The circadian rhythm regulates 
people’s hormones, sleep cycle, metabolism, bodily 
temperature, and even behavior. The explanation 
also accounts for discomfort from “jet lag” when TOP PRIZE: Three Americans received the prestigious award.

travelling across time zones, which mismatches the 
internal clock from the external environment.        
    Studies indicate that frequent clashing of one’s 
environment and body clock can have negative 
repercussions on their health, including being more 
prone to anxiety or depression and gaining weight.
    Dr. Michael Hastings, another researcher of 
circadian timing, told BBC that “before this work 
in fruit flies we really didn’t have any ideas of the 
genetic mechanism - body clocks were viewed as a 
black box on a par with astrology.” The research 
originally conducted on the period gene in the 1970s 
by Seymour Benzer and Ronald Konopka; however, 
neither fully understood its role in the body’s timing 
mechanism. Additionally, in the 18th century, an 
astronomer studying mimosa plants found that their 
leaves opened toward the sun during the day and 
closed when the sun left. The Nobel Laureates were 
able to elucidate the PER gene’s function as well as 
investigate its connection to the Earth’s rotation.
(Sources: Nobelprize.org, BBC News, Business Insider)

by Austin Yung
News Editor 
    Harvey Weinstein has dominated the film indus-
try as a movie executive who co-founded two major 
film distribution firms: Miramax and The Weinstein 
Company. He also helped recreate the model for 
independent films such as “Sex, Lies, and Video-
tape,” “The English Patient,” “Pulp Fiction,” “The 
Crying Game,” “Shakespeare in Love,” and “The 
King’s Speech.” However, Weinstein’s dark past has 
recently blown up in the media with many women 
exposing him for his sexual assaults through the 
years. From the 1990s to 2015, Weinstein allegedly 
sexually harassed at least 13 different women.

Lucia Stoller, one of Weinstein’s victims, was an 
aspiring actor looking to Weinstein for any available 
roles. Weinstein began calling Stoller late at night 
or having his assistant call her, asking her to meet 
with him. Stoller declined Weinstein’s invitations 
for any nighttime rendezvous, but did agree to 
meet with him during the day. She joined Weinstein 
alone at his office in Tribeca; she immediately felt 
uncomfortable around him because “the type of 
control he exerted [was] very real.” He then forced 
Stoller to “perform oral sex on him.” While Stoller 
did attempt to fight back, Weinstein overpowered 
her. The humiliation and fear of losing her career 
as an actress kept Stoller from telling this event 
to others. Her schoolwork suffered, and Stoller lost 
close relationships due to her traumatic experience.  

    Another victim is Asia Argento, an actress 
born in Rome who played a glamorous thief in a 

crime drama called “Monkey” in 1999. Argento 
went to a party with Miramax at the Hotel 
du Cap-Eden-Roc, since she felt professionally 
obliged to attend. One of the producers then 
led her upstairs where left alone in a hotel room 
with Weinstein. Dressed only in a bathrobe 
and holding lotion, Weinstein offered Argento 
a “massage.” Out of fear for her job, Argento 
reluctantly accepted and allowed him to “perform 
oral sex on her as she repeatedly told him to 
stop.” Argento feels responsible for Weinstein’s 
heinous act because she feels she could have 
stopped him from sexually assaulting her. Over 
the years, Argento has kept in touch with Wein-
stein and has continually performed sexual acts 
with him because she felt obligated to “repay” 
him in some way for her career success. A year 
after the first assault, Argento released her own 
movie called “Scarlet Diva” which highlighted 
her assault. After recognizing himself within 
the film, Weinstein apologized to her, stating 
that he was “sorry for whatever happened.”

 Weinstein’s horrific actions have also forced 
the Academy of Motion Pictures and Sciences 
to revoke his lifetime membership, which led 
to his expulsion from the Producers Guild 
of America and suspension from the British 
Academy of Film and Television Arts. Wein-
stein’s acts of sexual harassment and assault 
could possibly bring an end to his long-time 
career as a film producer and studio executive. 
(Sources: The New Yorker, Hollywood Reporter)

Harvey Weinstein disgraced

Hurricane Maria destroys Puerto Rico, leaving it in ruins
by Katherine Monsef 
Graphics Designer 
      The Category Four Hurricane Maria first struck Puerto Rico on Sept. 
20. About 3.4 million citizens of Puerto Rico are without food, cell 
service, and water for drinking and bathing. The damage had already 
begun when Hurricane Irma passed over Puerto Rico earlier in Septem-
ber. Although Irma was a greater hurricane by size, Hurricane Maria 
devastated the country, as its eye passed over the capital of San Juan. 
    Other countries such as the Virgin Islands and the Dominican Republic 
suffered as well. Relief troops from places such as the US are mostly 
headed to Puerto Rico, but some are also being sent to other islands. 
    Damage to roads and airport the loss of electricity, and many other 
impaired essentials are estimated to cost the country 45 to 90 billion 
dollars. Most houses are missing roofs or whole stories. Even several 
weeks after the storm, about one and a half million people, or 84 
percent of locals, do not have power, and fuel is extremely limited 
for generators. Only 63 percent of the Puerto Ricans can access clean 
drinking water. In addition, fallen trees, cables, knee-high water, and 
other debris covered roads.
    The reconstruction of the power lines may take as long as six 
months. As a result, citizens will go without air conditioning, running 
water, and lights. Vox states, “the storm knocked out 1,360 out of 
1,600 cellphone towers on the island.” With no communication, many 
rural towns are not aware of the news and the states of neighboring 

    Due to the horrifying conditions, Vox expects hundreds more 
to die from lack of water, food, and medical attention. Already 
60 people have died from the storm itself. This is said to be one 
of the biggest catastrophes in the history of Puerto Rican natural 
disasters according to CNN. 
    Given that Puerto Rico is a US territory, America is slowly 
beginning to take action in relief efforts. Troops are providing 
food, water, and diapers for babies every day to as many people 
as possible. The USNS Comfort, a US hospital ship, sailed down 
to Puerto Rico to bring another functioning hospital to the area. 
     Puerto Rico, despite small steps towards improving conditions 
from hurricane Maria, faces extreme devastation. Their conditions 
may take months to fix, though some families will have trouble 
fully recovering.
(Sources: Vox, CNN, The Washington Post)

HELPING HAND: The federal government is spearheading relief efforts in the island territory. 

O.J. Simpson paroled in LV
by Henry Lamb
News Editor 
     Disgraced football star O.J. Simpson 
walked out of the Lovelock Correctional Center 
in Nevada a free man on Sun., Oct. 1. Simp-
son won parole when the Nevada Parole Board 
voted unanimously to let him go. His release 
brings an end to his minimum nine-year prison  
sentence for robbing a Las Vegas hotel room for 
sports items he claimed were his.
    Simpson, perhaps one of the most well-known 
names in American pop culture, gained initial fame 
for his collegiate football career at USC, where he 
won the prestigious Heisman Trophy, then for his 
stint in the NFL, playing primarily for the Buffalo 
Bills. He gained icon status after he retired from 
football and turned to a broadcasting and acting 
career. His charisma brought him love from most 
of America.
    His career took a nosedive, however, when he 
became the defendant in “the trial of the cen-
tury” for the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson, 
his estranged wife, and Ron Goldman,a friend of 
hers. After police identified Simpson as a person 
of interest, he and his friend fled in the notorious 
white Ford Bronco SUV as police pursued him down 
Interstate 405 in Los Angeles. Despite the circum-
stances, Simpson maintained he was not guilty.
    The trial following these events caused a media 
storm, with some attributing the birth of real-
ity TV to the very successful, high drama media 
coverage. The divisiveness of the trial, especially 
amongst whites and blacks, galvanized a serious 
and passionate discussion about race relations 
across the country.
    With the help of an all-star cast of lawyers, 
including Rob Kardashian, father of Kim Kar-
dashian; Robert Shapiro; Johnnie Cochran; and F. 
Lee Bailey, Simpson managed to fight the prosecu- OUT AND ABOUT: Simpson is now serving parole in Las Vegas.

tion even with mounting incriminating evidence. 
Marcia Clarke led the prosecution against Simpson.
    To the shock of many, the jury found Simpson 
not guilty. In the subsequent civil trial filed by the 
father of Ron Goldman, a jury unanimously found 
Simpson guilty for the murders of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Goldman, and he paid 33,500,000 
dollars in damages.
    The case has seen a resurgence in popularity 
since the trial with the emergence of a variety of 
media chronicling and referencing the case. Two 
of those include “The People v. O.J. Simpson” on 
FX which won nine Emmys and attracted a wide 
audience, and “O.J.: Made in America” which won 
best documentary at the Academy Awards. Jay-Z 
even named a recent song “The Story of O.J.” 
America can probably expect a much lower profile 
from Simpson in the coming years.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times)

by Sam Zukin
National Editor
  The Hyperloop Texas initiative, which would 
connect the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area 
to Austin, San Antonio, Houston, and Laredo, 
has received much attention after Hyperloop One 
chose it as a possible route. The Hyperloop is a 
proposed form of transportation that would move 
people and cargo at a speedy pace.
    Elon Musk, the CEO of SpaceX, popularized the 
idea of the hyperloop in 2013, proposing one that 
would travel from San Francisco to Los Angeles. 
   On Sept. 14, Hyperloop One announced 10 
winning routes — four inside the U.S. and six in 
countries across the globe — with Dallas-Houston 
being among them. According to the Hyperloop             
   One website, they “accelerate gradually via 
electric propulsion through a low-pressure tube. 
The vehicle floats above the track using magnetic 
levitation and glides at airline speeds for long 
distances due to ultra-low aerodynamic drag.”
The hyperloop’s top speeds for human transporta-
tion could reach 670 miles per hour, an astounding 
feat that would revolutionize transportation. 
    Hyperloop One chose the Texas Triangle for its 
busy ports, fast-growing cities, and quality freight 
connections. The Hyperloop would also help the 
drastic environmental concerns in the area, as it 
would reduce carbon emissions and traffic. The 
Hyperloop in Texas would stop at seven stations 
along the route. They would be the Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport, downtown Dallas, 
Austin, San Antonio, downtown Houston, the Port 
of Houston, and the Laredo Inland Port. 
    Another aspect that makes Texas an attractive 
choice, according to Hyperloop One, is that much 
of the proposed land is undeveloped and flat, 
which is best when building high-powered tubes.                          
Texas political leaders seem to be smitten with the 

idea of building a hyperloop, as travel time between 
major cities would decrease. Council Member Sandy 
Greyson said, “I just wish it was already here. To 
think you could get between cities in 20 minutes? 
I’d love that.”
    Steven Duong, who represents the architectural 
consulting firm AECOM, went to the Dallas City Hall 
to discuss his plans and hopes for the project with 
the city leaders and comments on the plausibility 
of the concept. “It is definitely possible. They built 
a test track out in the desert of Nevada that proves 
the concept works,” Duong said. 
   Texas Central, a high-speed rail company, also 
hopes to decrease the time to travel from Dallas 
to Houston to under 90 minutes, which they plan 
to accomplish by 2021 at no expense to taxpayers. 
   Hyperloop One hopes to commercialize and 
finalize its transportation by 2021, not necessarily 
in Texas due to strict regulations, but possibly in 
China or India. 
(Sources: Hyperloop One, The Houston Press, NBC 5)
 

Hyperloop plans speculated

FAST TRACK: A plan for the train has already been formulated.

communities. Families are unable to get a hold of each other if they are 
separated in different villages. 
    For those trying to evacuate Puerto Rico, recent airport reopenings have 
a current waiting list of 20,000 people. 
    Banks have even set maximum limits for the amount of money citizens 
can withdraw. Many waited in lines to withdraw a maximum of 40 dollars. 
Grocery stores also set maximum limits for the amount of items customers 
may purchase.

DEVASTATION: Hurricane Maria decimated the island, destroying homes amd land.


