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Homicidal widow captured 
by Gabrielle Pollock
Culture Editor
      On Tues., Nov. 7, the Kyoto District court sen-
tenced Hisako Kakehi to death by hanging after 
she murdered her three husbands and attempted to 
murder her fourth partner. Officials arrested Hisako 
Kakeh, also known as the black widow, in 2014 after 
officials found her fourth husband dead in his home 
in 2013. Leading up to the arrest, Kakeh murdered 
three other men around the age of 70 between the 
years of 2007 and 2013.

     After an investigation, officials included that 
Kakeh poisoned her victims with cyanide  in order 
to receive over 8.8 million dollars from insurance 
payouts. On Dec. 28, 2013, officials accused Kakehi 

PEACEFUL CITY: Kyoto has historically had a very low murder rate. 

of murdering her fourth husband Isao Kakehi, her 
two other boyfriends, and the attempted murder 
and robbery of an additional acquaintance. Addi-
tionally, investigators found traces of cyanide in 
Kakashi’s rubbish, and traces of the poison in two  
of her victims’ bodies. 
      All these aspects of the case were proven true, 
as new evidence found Kakehi using multiple dating 
websites and looking for rich and childless men. 
The Japan Times reported that Kakehis’ defense 
lawyers “entered a not guilty plea citing a lack of 
evidence in the murders. They maintained her inno-
cence and pointed out that she was diagnosed with 
early stages of dementia” after Kakehi admitted 
to killing Isao Kakehi. They also stated that they 
wanted to appeal the death sentence to a higher 
court, and they continue to argue that her mental 
state didn’t hold her criminally liable. However, the 
Court argued that Kakehi was not diagnosed during 
the murder of her third spouse.
    Overall, the court ruled that “Chisako Kakehi 
used cyanide with a murderous intention in the 
four cases, and that she should be held responsible 
for the crimes even though she had been diagnosed 
with dementia.” They additionally declared that  
she prepared the crimes in advance and ultimately 
warranted the death sentence. 
    According to bystanders, Kakehi looked emo-
tionless and unaffected by the final verdict. 
Prosecutors continue to paint Kakehi as “a woman 
who showed no remorse and said she tricked her 
lovers into drinking cyanide by passing it off as a 
health cocktail.”
(Sources: BBC, NY Daily News, The Sun, The  
Washington Post)

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

The parliament of the autonomous province of 
Catalonia declared its independence from Spain on 
s Oct. 17. Spain’s northeastern territory began this 
movement of separation last month with a non-
binding referendum, and the process is ongoing. 

The reasons behind Catalonia’s desire to secede 
from Spain traces back centuries. Prior to the Span-
ish Civil War, which lasted from 1936 to 1939, Cata-
lonians enjoyed full autonomy from the kingdom 
of Spain. However, under the strong dictatorship 
of General Francisco Franco from 1939 to 1975, the 
Catalonians lost their independence and rights as 
an individual entity. Eventually, Franco’s power 
came to an end, which sparked a revived sense 
of nationalism among Catalonians. With the 1978 
Constitution, the Catalonians again received their 
autonomy and in 2006, a statute that the Span-
ish Parliament passed allowed the province even 
greater financial autonomy than before.

This pattern of joining and leaving the king-
dom of Spain has been a continuous problem 
for the Catalonians for years past. Catalonia 
historically maintains a repuptation of being the 
more prosperous and wealthy province of Spain. 
As a result, Catalonians must share their wealth 
with the poorer parts of Spain because of their 
financial advantages. This transfer of wealth has 
been another significant factor affecting several 
Catalonians to want separation.

The Spanish government recently responded 
to the situation with a bold solution involving a 
possible referendum to the Spanish Constitution. 
The Constitution says that any movements of 

separatism are unconstitutional, as Spain remains 
true to their value that the country is indivisible.     

However, Spanish Diplomat Alfonso Dastis 
reports that this action of reconsidering the format 
of the Constitution simply acknowledges Catalonia’s 
independence movement on a greater scale. He 
states, “We have created a committee in Parlia-
ment to explore the possibility of amending the 
Constitution to be able to accommodate better the 
aspirations of some of the Catalan people.”

After the referendum on Oct. 1, the Spanish 
government fired Catalonian leaders and called for 
a new election on Dec. 21. Catalan President Carles 
Puigdemont angrily responded that this will cause 
more social upheaval. 

Authorities and diplomatic leaders continue to 
discuss the matter of this province and the very 
problem that is at hand between Catalonia and 
Spain. This question of independence may have an 
everlasting effect on the basis of the  Constitution. 
(Sources: BBC News, GAP)

Catalonia’s departure stopped

RESISTING CHANGE: Spanish authorities crack down on Catalonia. 

African migrant girls found dead on Mediterranean beach
by Sophie Kroesche 
News Editor
      On Sun., Nov. 5, the bodies of 26 teenage girls emerged from the 
Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Italy. Italian officials believe the 
deceased girls, all ranging from ages 14 to 18, are most likely Nigerian 
or Nigerien migrants who tried to escape to Europe by sea.
    The Spanish warship Cantabria picked up most of the 
women, along with 400 surviving refugees whom the ship res-
cued along the way. Migrants aboard the ship reported that 23 
of the girls had been on a rubber boat with over sixty other 
people. They embarked on their fateful journey near Tripoli,  
Libya, a popular starting point for African refugees. While the Can-
tabria found most of the girls, an Italian ship along with 139 other 
migrants on an inflatable boat picked up three of the bodies.
      Because the girls were alone and no family members have claimed 
them, many officials speculate that they were victims of human 
trafficking. Marco Rotunno, a communications officer for the United 
Nations and High Commissioner for Refugees in Italy, stated that when 
these groups of young women arrive alone, there is a high probability 
they are victims of sex trafficking rings. “For Nigerian girls,” Rotunno 
said, “it is pretty standard, the issue of being trafficked.” Many of 
the migrants onboard the Cantabria and other ships could be unwill-
ing slaves to human trafficking as well, but officials are not taking 

measures to solve this problem.
     Federico Soda, director of the International Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM) Coordination Office for the Mediterranean, agrees that “it 
is very likely that these girls were, in fact, victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation.” Nigeria is rife with human trafficking networks 
and gangs looking to make large profits off the transportation of people 
to Europe, free or enslaved. The IOM estimated that 80 percent of 
Nigerian girls who arrive in Europe are potential victims of trafficking.
      From the beginning of 2017 to November, over 111,552 migrants 
have arrived in Italy alone, according to the IOM. However, at least 
5,000 migrants have died along all major Mediterranean routes so far. 

While the number of deaths this time last year and number of migrant 
departures from Libya have reduced drastically, still thousands flood 
the Mediterranean each day. Hundreds of these migrants end up in 
Italy, escaping their countries and homes in Africa and South Asia.
(Sources: NPR, BBC, Washington Post, CNN, NY Times)

NO SURVIVORS: Just like these girls, tens of thousand have died on the trip to Europe.

Quebec passes full veil ban
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief 
     Quebec’s government passed a law to prevent 
people from wearing face coverings while in 
public on Oct. 18,. Politicians behind the legisla-
tion staunchly claim that its purpose is for “secu-
rity and identification reasons.” However, many 
groups argue that it is a result of anti-Muslim 
sentiment, since many Muslim women wear veils 
as a form of adherence to their religious beliefs. 
In Quebec, there are estimated to be a few 
dozen Muslim women who wear a burka or niqab.       

The Liberal government of Congress worked on 
the law for more than two years, and it argues 
that the ban has to do with public safety and has 
no religiously-fueled motives. Philippe Couillard, 
the premier of Quebec, stated that “public ser-
vices should be given and received with an open 

STRICT ADHERENCE: Quebec passed legislation to ban the veil.

face… We are in a free and democratic society. 
You speak to me, I should see your face, and 
you should see mine. It’s as simple as that.”

However, some justified this law by claiming 
that it supports long-standing efforts to establish 
so-called “religious neutrality” in Quebec. The 
Roman Catholic Church dominated life in the 
region until the 1960s, and today this history 
causes many residents of Quebec to show concern 
over public displays of religion. Additionally, many 
Québécois are afraid that their culture and lan-
guage is dying out and therefore want to maintain 
a more neutral religious presence in public places. 
An Angus Reid Institute poll found that about 87 
percent of Quebec residents favor the law.

Specifically, this legislation bans people with 
face coverings from riding public transit and 
accessing public institutions like schools, libraries, 
and public health services among many others. 
Civil rights groups claim that this law still unfairly 
targets Muslim women. In response to the ban, 
The National Council of Canadian Muslims and the 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association filed a lawsuit 
against parts of the ban on Nov. 7. 

Many critics claim that the bill violates the 
constitutional right of religious freedom given 
to citizens under the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. Prime Minister Trudeau acknowl-
edged these rights when he said: “At the federal 
level, I believe fundamentally in rights, in the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and I will always  
defend that.”

For now, it is still largely unclear how Quebec 
will implement this law due to its complicated 
nature. Supporters and opponents of the law 
continue to debate whether it promotes public 
safety or is a form of religious discrimination.
(Sources: The Guardian, Al Jazeera, NY Times)

by John Field
Editorial Editor
     Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed Al bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz called Iran’s alleged act of 
supplying a missile to Yemen an “act of war.” On 
Nov. 4, Yemeni rebels fired a missile towards a 
civilian airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia’s capital. 
According to Saudi Arabia, the US-developed 
Patriot missile defense system intercepted the 
missile over uninhabited land, causing no harm 
whatsoever. Bin Salman said that Iran’s choice 
to supply Yemen with missiles was a direct act 
of aggression.
      However, officials from Yemen claim the attack 
was a success, shaking Saudi Arabia’s capital with 
the Burqan 2H missile. According to a Yemeni air 
force individual, the “attack comes in response to 
Saudi [Arabia] killing innocent Yemeni civilians...
This is not the end. Saudi cities will be a continu-
ous target.” Saudi airstrikes in August destroyed 
residential buildings and a hotel, killing dozens of 
innocent Yemeni. In total, the UN Human Rights 
Office has documented 5,110 civilian deaths from 
2015 to Aug. 2017.
      Yemen’s missile attack represents an escalation 
in the ongoing war. Saudi Arabia has been fighting 
the country along with a coalition of states since 
2015, when Houthi rebels forced the government 
out of the capital. Iran backs the Houthis, and 
Saudi Arabia continues to recognize the govern-
ment, which moved to the southern city of Aden. 
Iran, however, denied involvement in the country 
regarding missile supply.
     In response to the attack, Saudi Arabia tight-
ened its blockade of the country, closing all ports 
and even grounding humanitarian flights. The 
decision was controversial, as it guaranteed a 
worsening the humanitarian crisis in the area. The 

country also organized airstrikes targeting Yemen’s 
capital, Sanaa, attacking during the night for the 
first time in weeks.
      At the same time, the Saudi government detained 
many princes and powerful officials in the name of 
corruption. Pro-government analysts framed the 
arrests as dedication to reform, but most indepen-
dent analysts see the actions as a consolidation of 
power by the prince, who removed any potential 
challengers to the throne and his power in general. 
Bin Salman seemed to intend to create a shock to 
the system to further his agenda without fear of an 
organized response. Helping him rise is the support 
of President Trump, who wants Saudi Arabia to place 
its state-run oil company, the largest in the world, 
on the New York exchange.
(Sources: CNN, The Guardian, The Independent, 
Washington Post)

Saudia Arabia halts missile

MISSILE ATTACK: Saudia Arabia fends off a missle from Yemen.
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NOT A PARADISE: Bodies, most likely from Nigeria, wash up on a pristine Italian beach. 


