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 Koreas will compete together

Iraqi capital suffers bombing
by Madeline King
Sports Editor
    At least 27 people are dead and about 100 are 
injured after twin suicide bombers detonated in 
Tayaran Square, Baghdad, on Jan 15. While no 
organization immediately claimed responsibility for 
the attack, security officials in the capital suspect 
Islamic State sleeper cells. The news came only three 
days after the city’s last suicide bomber incident, 
which killed eight and injured ten at a security 
checkpoint near the northern edge of the capital.
    According to Iraq’s Interior Ministry, the first 
explosives were detonated at around 7:00 AM, with 
the second assailant following suit minutes later. 
The double explosion was designed to maximize 
casualties, the second bomber detonating that bomb 
after a delay to allow responders, paramedics, and 
other bystanders to come to the victims’ aid. The 
Iraqi Ministry of Health reported over 120 casualties.
     Officials have not yet revealed how the perpetra-
tors entered the city. The city increased its counter-
terrorism operations in 2015 and Iraqi security has 
incorporated a tight security circle around the city. 
For the past three months Baghdad had remained 
largely free of violence. Head of Baghdad Province’s 

DESTRUCTION: The terrorists used suicide vests and other explosives to kill many innocent people in the capital city of Baghdad.

Palestinian refugee effort stunted by US withdrawl of funds
by John Field 
Editorial Editor
     The US plans to withhold 65 million dollars of its promised 125 
million dollar donation to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), which aids Palestinian refugees. In  January, President Trump 
expressed his frustration with the lack of peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority, threatening to withhold funds until 
Palestinian Authority agreed to talk. The administration’s decision was 
to commit 60 million dollars, keeping the rest for further consideration.
      The decision was a compromise between US Ambassador to the UN 
Nikki Haley, who wanted a complete cutoff until Palestine resumed 
the frozen peace talks, and the Secretaries of State and Defense, Rex 
Tillerson and James Mattis. A complete cutoff would likely exacerbate 
instability in the Middle East, especially in Jordan, which is home to 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refugees and is an important 
US strategic partner.
      The US is the largest single donor to the UNRWA, providing 368 
million dollars in 2016, or about 30 percent of all donations, and it 
plans to donate a similar amount in 2018. The cut to funding could 

severely limit the UNRWA’s ability to carry out its work, putting pres-
sure on Palestine to participate in peace talks in order to receive the 
remaining funding. US Department of State spokesperson Heather 
Nauert further said that the cut would help make sure the money is 
being best spent, and that it was not intended to be a punishment 
to people. According to Nauert, the US wants to see reforms in the 
UNRWA as well as other countries stepping in more.
         However, several Palestinians in refugee camps condemned the 
US’ actions as a death sentence. One part-time construction worker, 
Ahmed al-Assar, noted that jobs are “almost nonexistent,” and that as 
a result the aid that Palestinians receive is absolutely crucial. Another 
camp resident, Zahia Mekdad, called the action “a purely political deci-
sion” that would only hurt ordinary people. Other Palestinians saw the 
decision as blackmail and proof that the Trump administration is biased 
towards Israel, especially after recognizing Jerusalem as its capital.
     The commissioner general of the UNRWA, Pierre Krähenbühl, 
warned that the cut would cause a “dramatic financial crisis” worse 
than any the agency has ever had. After decades of support from the 
US, the cut jeopardizes the “dignity and human security of millions 

security committee Muhammad al-Jiwebrawi stated 
that areas around the capital remain insecure and 
advised the government to increase security.            
        The square is a shopping center for cheap cloth-
ing and electronics, as well as a major way station 
for commuters and a popular place for laborers to 
find work. Vendors, shoppers, and workers were all 
victims of the two blasts. 
    The attacks came one month after the Iraqi gov-
ernment declared victory over ISIS in December. At 
the time, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said, “Our 
battle was with the enemy that wanted to kill our 
civilization, but we have won with our unity .” 
      The day before the double-bombing, the Prime 
Minister, along with other politicians, announced 
coalitions competing in national elections set to 
take place in May. 

Election seasons have been accompanied 
by bouts of terrorism for years, and the bomb-
ings destroyed citizens’ hope that the victory 
over the Islamic State would finally bring a  
peaceful election.  

There was no immediate word stating if recent 
events will influence the upcoming political action.
(Sources: BBC, NY Times, CNN, ABC News)

of Palestine refugees, in need of emergency food assistance and other 
support,” Krähenbühl said.
(Sources: The Independent, BBC, Washington Post)

Rohingya continue to flee
by Cole van Miltenburg
 Editor-in-Chief
    In Aug. 2017, the government of Myanmar 
began a crackdown on the Rohingya, a minority 
ethnic and religious group living in the coun-
try. Unlike the country’s Buddhist majority, the 
Rohingya are predominantly Muslim and inhabit 
the southwestern state of Rakhine. Although the 
government alleges that it is conducting “coun-
terterrorism” operations in Rakhine, the United 
Nations referred to the actions of the Myan-
mar Army as “ethnic cleansing,” and depicted 
the Rohingya as the world’s most persecuted  
ethnic group.

RAPID PROGRESS: Olympic buildings are ready in the host city. 

      In the past six months, the army forced over 
400,000 Rohingya to flee to the neighboring 
country of Bangladesh, destroying homes and 
villages and killing thousands in the process.
   Recently, Myanmar and Bangladesh came 
to a consensus to repatriate over 650,000 
Rohingya refugees over the next two years. The 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) and Amnesty International both 
expressed concern at the return of refugees, 
fearing that even more violence and a lack of 
security may result. Moreover, neither the Myan-

mar or Bangladeshi governments have proposed 
a plan for Rohingya citizenship, meaning that 
they may remain a stateless people. Currently, 
most Rohingya live in makeshift settlements in 
Bangladesh, as the government eventually ran 
out of the necessary resources and infrastructure 
to support the refugees. The process of Rohingya 
repatriation began on Jan. 23, and will gradually 
pick up over the next several months.

  In Myanmar, tensions between the Rohingya 
and government remain high. On Jan. 16, 4,000 
Rohingya buddhists gathered in the Mrauk 
U to commemorate the fall of the ancient  
Arakan kingdom.    
          This year the government banned gatherings 
for this event for the first time. When a group of 
Rohingya demonstrators came to celebrate, the 
state police opened fire on them with rubber bul-
lets. Demonstrators then began throwing stones 
and bricks at the police before authorities began 
using real ammunition, killing 7 and injuring 12. 
    The United Nations in Myanmar spoke out 
against this incident as a threat to free speech 
and protest. In a statement, it encouraged the 
Myanmar government to “investigate any dispro-
portionate use of force or other illegal actions that 
may have occurred in relation to this incident.”
    In particular, Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
former President Aung San Suu Kyi continues 
to face criticism for failing to acknowledge the 
mistreatment of Rohingya. She now serves as a 
State Counsellor for Myanmar, and some suggest 
that her Nobel Prize be revoked.
   The Rohingya continue to face persecution in 
Myanmar as the country works with Bangladesh 
to repatriate more refugees in the coming years.
(Sources: Time, BBC, NY Post, NPR)

MOMENTOUS: Rex Tillerson, the Secretary of State, possibly influced this decision.   

DESPERATE: Rohingya Muslims are still facing persecution. 

 Turkish plane skids off road
by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor

    On Jan. 13, a commercial plane landing 
in northern Turkey skidded off of the runway, 
dangling its nose over the sea. All passengers 
evacuated the aircraft safely, something many of 
them count as a “miracle.” Pegasus Airlines Flight 
PC8622 started in Ankara and was traveling to the 
Turkish province of Trabzon. The unsafe landing 
surprised all of the passengers; many feared for 
their lives as they swerved towards the Black Sea. 

The incident elicited not only panic from the 
162 passengers, but also from the six-member crew. 
Passenger Fatma Gordu recounted, “The front of 
the plane crashed and the back was in the air. 
Everyone panicked.” Social media depicted crying 
children and babies aboard the plane, along with 
a fire crew pumping water all over the aircraft. 
Upon smelling fuel, many worried of dying in a 
fire; passenger Yuksel Gordu believed they could 
have “burned, exploded, or flown into the sea.” 
The plane’s wheels caught in mud and saved the 
passengers and crew onboard, preventing their full 
descent down the slope of the cliff. 

Pegasus Airlines released a statement that 
described the event as “a runway excursion inci-
dent.” The company gave no explanation as to 
why the plane veered off the tarmac and over a 
cliff. Upon the evacuation of all aboard the plane, 
the Trabzon Airport delayed all flights for several 
hours until the following morning. Images of the 
accident show one of the plane’s engines in the 
water, and one of the two pilots of the plane made 
a statement regarding what he believes contributed 
to the faulty landing. He explained, “The right 
engine gained speed for reasons we do not know.” 
The cause of the accident of the Boeing 737-800 
aircraft is currently unknown, but Governor Yucel 
Yavuz stated that investigators are looking into it. 
The pilots and the crew gave statements to Trabzon 
prosecution in order to determine the direct cause 
of the event.  
(Sources: The Times, Time, ABC, The Guardian, NPR)BAD PRESS: The airline apoligized for the unfortuante landing.

all photos courtesy wikimedia commons

BREATHTAKING: The incident occured in the city of Trabzon.

by Austin Yung
News Editor
    For the first time in history, North and South 
Korea discussed the possibility of a joint women’s 
ice hockey team for the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. While the two countries 
have previously formed a table tennis team and 
youth soccer league in 1991, this will be the first 
Olympic merge for the two countries.
   South Korea had high hopes for creating a bond 
between the two rival countries in order to lower 
tensions and threats of a nuclear war. The coun-
tries have met several times within the past two 
weeks at the Korean Demilitarized Zone to discuss 
the merge. Both countries will walk together at 
the Olympic opening ceremony under a unified 
Korean flag, which portrays the Korean peninsula 
in blue and white. North Korea has also agreed to 
send 230 supporters to root for the athletes from 
both countries.

    However, a few South Korean athletes do not 
support the idea of creating a unified team with 
North Korea, as it lowers their chances to qualify 
for Olympic spots, many of which are reserved 
for North Korean athletes. The South Korean ice 
hockey head coach worries that their chance in 
winning a medal could be lowered. But South 
Korean president Moon Jae-in insists that the 
union will “help improve inter-Korean relations.” 
On the other hand, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro 
Kono stated that “[He] believes that North Korea 
wants to buy some time to continue their nuclear 
and missile programs… It’s not the time to ease 
pressure or to reward North Korea.”
     If the International Olympic Committee allows 
the unification, North Korea will send 230 cheer-
leaders, 140 musicians, and 30 taekwondo athletes 
to South Korea with an additional 150 people for 
the Paralympics in March. South Korea also agreed 
to let their skiing teams train in North Korea’s 
Masikryong ski resort. 
     The discussion surprised many people, as hostil-
ity rose from North Korea with threats of nuclear 
bombs and missiles directed at the US. Talk of a 
joint Olympic team sparked as North Korean leader, 
Kim Jong-Un, stated that he “was considering 
sending a team to the Winter Olympics.” South 
Korea’s Unification Minister, Cho Myung-Gyun, 
welcomed the thought of unity as both countries 
announced they would meet on Jan. 9. 
    Hope of peace between the two countries grows 
as a common goal of Olympic unity brings them 
together. However, the US and South Korea must 
carefully observe the political actions North Korea 
takes as this fragile union takes its shape. 
(Sources: CNN, BBC, NY Times)


