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Africans seek refuge in Israel 
by Madeline King
 Sports Editor 

The Israeli government sent out 20,000 deporta-
tion notices to single male African migrants, offering 
them an ultimatum: face indefinite imprisonment 
and eventual deportation by force, or leave the 
country in exchange for $3500 and a flight to a 
third-party country outsiders believe to be Rwanda. 
Israeli Interior Minister Aryeh Deri is overseeing the 
scheme, adding to Israel’s list of controversial plans 
to confront the country’s immigration issue. Over the 
last ten years, about 40,000 Africans have migrated 
to Israel, claiming the right to seek asylum; many 
are fleeing genocide and forced national service in 
countries such Sudan and Eritrea. 

EXILED: The Israeli government ordered the deportation of refugees. 

by Andy Braham 
World Editor

The International Criminal Court has opened a 
series of preliminary cases against the governments 
of the Philippines and Venezuela. Both countries 
have faced various forms of political turmoil in the 
last year, but the nature of their alleged crimes 
remain very different. 

 As the economy  in Venezuela continues 
to collapse and the government increases its 
authoritarian grasp over the lives of its destitute 
people, the International Criminal Court, located 
in the Netherlands, began an investigation into 
allegations of crimes against humanity. The alleged 
government abuses against political opponents 
and protesters perpetrated by Venezuelan presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro took place after a series of 
demonstrations in April 2017. During these anti-
government protests, government forces, including 
police and military, fired into crowds with numer-
ous weapons and crowd control devices, leaving 
hundreds injured and dozens dead. In addition to 
firing on protesters, the Venezuelan government 
arrested thousands without due process.

Fatou Bensouda, a lead prosecutor for the 
ICC, mentioned that there is suspicion of large-
scale torture of Venezuelan detainees. She wrote 
in a briefing on the recent developments: “It 
has been alleged that State security forces fre-
quently used excessive force to disperse and put 
down demonstrations, and arrested and detained 
thousands of actual or perceived members of 
the opposition, a number of whom would have  
been allegedly subjected to serious abuse and ill-
treatment in detention.” 

Human Rights Watch, a group that is not 
affiliated with the ICC, has also released a report 
on the alleged abuses of the Venezuelan govern-
ment, including descriptions of torture of political 
prisoners at the hands of secret police. According 
to the report, police used electric shocks and other 
gruesome forms of torture to extract information 
about political opponents. 

In the case of the Philippines, the adminis-
tration of the current president Rodrigo Duterte 
initiated a gruesome war on drug users and dealers. 
Four thousand citizens have officially died from 
anti-drug raids, according to government records, 
but private investigators estimate nearly 8,000 
died. The ICC reports that many of these killings 
are “extrajudicial,” meaning that paramilitary or 
private forces performed the raids. Duterte has 
responded to the ICC probe by saying that “[He’s] 
sick and tired of being accused. [He] wants to be 
in court and put the prosecutor on the stand.”

At what point the ICC will move forward to 
formal proceedings in these two cases is unclear; 
the probes are ongoing. 
(Sources: CNN, Wall Street Journal, ICC, Guardian) 

ICC orders new legal probes

JUDGMENT DAY: The Court will investiagte the two countries. 

South African president under fire for corruption accusation
by John Field
Editorial Editor 

Jacob Zuma, the president of South Africa, faces pressure to resign 
after he committed repeated acts of corruption and fraud. A member 
of Nelson Mandela’s party, the African National Congress (ANC), the 
president continually refused the requests of various political figures 
to step down. On the weekend of Feb. 3-4, six top ANC members asked 
Zuma to resign, but he threatened that the ANC would fail in future 
elections without him.

Throughout his presidency, Zuma degraded much of the ANC’s repu-
tation of moral high ground after evading 783 charges of corruption. 
However, the highest court of South Africa found that Zuma failed to 
uphold the constitution and that Parliament should have acted after 
he repurposed millions in tax dollars for his personal property. In a 
separate case, he committed fraud, money laundering, and racketeer-
ing in relation to an arms deal signed in 1990. In 2003, the National 
Prosecutions Authority said that it had enough evidence to prove 
the trial before the case but chose not to pursue it. The High Court 
of Pretoria, South Africa called this decision irrational in 2009, and 
the court reinstated the charges last year despite Zuma’s best efforts.

The controversy around Zuma as president led to violent demon-

strations around ANC headquarters on Feb. 5 when protesters clashed.
Zuma held talks with Cyril Ramaphosa, the politician and deputy 

president who has been attempting to put him out of power. Shortly 
after what the party’s secretary general called constructive discussion, 
the ANC cancelled a planned meeting for Feb. 7 to discuss Zuma’s 
future as president, and the annual State of the Nation Address 
moved from Feb. 8 to Feb. 13 to give further chances for Zuma and 
Ramaphosa to talk.

Zuma and Ramaphosa have been in a power struggle; both are 
centers of power in the ANC fighting over when Zuma will give way 
to Ramaphosa. Zuma’s term officially ends in 2019, but supporters of 
Ramaphosa say Zuma should resign before the address to allow Rama-
phosa to signal a fresh start for the country. However, it is not clear 
who would actually give the address were he to resign.

During the addresses, the ANC typically appears supportive of Zuma, 
while one opposition party often heckles him and walks out. This year, 
ANC lawmakers in Parliament are unsure of whether to appear sup-
portive, neutral, negative, or simply boycott the address altogether.

Aside from just ANC lawmakers pushing for his resignations are the 
opposition parties, including the Economic Freedom Fighters. A motion 
of no-confidence, deeming Zuma unfit to continue, was set to take 

Merkel works with coalition 
by Jordan Evans
Editor-in-Chief

Following Germany’s vote last September to fill 
seats in the Bundestag, the nation’s parliament, 
political unrest amongst the three largest sitting 
parties threatened the country’s stability and 
productivity. The conservative CDU/CSU – a com-
bination of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian 
Democratic Union party and the Christian Social 
Union of Bavaria – took 34.7 percent of the seats 
in the Bundestag; although this percentage does 
not quantify the majority of in parliament, it is 
the largest portion of seats for any one party.Rival 
Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD), which 
holds the next-greatest share of seats at 21.6 
percent, initially denounced any notion of pairing 
with CDU/CSU to form a coalition. 

CENTER OF IT ALL: Merkel stitches together a last-ditch coalition. 

In the previous four years, SPD appeared to 
act as the junior partner to Merkel. SPD Chairman 
Martin Schultz expressed his desire for his party 
to distinguish itself from CDU/CSU, announcing: 
“co-operation between CDU and the SPD is coming 
to end… We were all in agreement to become the 
biggest opposition party.”

Reverberating from the lack of harmony 
between these two parties are the varying degrees 
of support from Germans regarding the populist 
right group Alternative for Germany (AfD), which 
holds 13.3 percent of seats, the third-largest por-
tion for a single party.

AfD’s strict immigration policies directly oppose 
Merkel’s comparatively lenient 2015 ruling, which 
allowed over one million refugees to enter Germany. 
These ideals leave some wary due to their likeness 
to those of the Third Reich.

On Wed., Feb. 7, Merkel proposed a coalition 
government that offers to SPD seven Cabinet posi-
tions, the most influential being that of finance 
minister. The proposal also panders to the budget-
ing decisions of SPD with moves like increasing 
spending on schools and pensions.

Speculators propose that Merkel willingly 
relinquished these posts in order to lift the politi-
cal logjam in Germany. She had previously tried, to 
no avail, to form a coalition between the CDU/CSU, 
Green, and Free Democrat parties, which combined 
would have held over 50 percent of the seats in 
Bundestag, in November of last year.

If this deal passes, AfD will become the larg-
est opposition party in the parliament. Regis-
tered members of SPD, reaching numbers around 
460,000, will receive and vote to approve or 
disapprove the plan through the mail. Currently, 
the estimate to receive the results is March 4.
(Sources: LA Times, CNN, The Guardian)

by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

On Wed., Feb. 7, Rajendra Yadav, an unlicensed 
doctor in India, allegedly infected 33 people 
with the HIV virus. India, which is the second 
most populous country in the world, has a dif-
ficult time treating all of its patients, forcing  
people to seek dangerous alternatives such as these 
unlicensed doctors. 

Police arrested and charged Yadav with spread-
ing a dangerous disease through an unsanitary use 
of medical equipment, impersonating a doctor, and 
practicing medicine without a license. With over 
one billion people in India, affordable health care 
and treatments are nearly impossible to find. Many 
people go on the streets to find a “jhola chhaap 
doctor,” also known as a wandering practitioner. 
These people don’t have licenses to treat people; 
however, large numbers of people find themselves 
taking the risk and trusting a “doctor.”

Health officials in Unnao first became familiar 
with the outbreak when groups of people tested 
positive for HIV. The unifying factor of the group 
was that they came from the same area, meaning 
that a “jhola chhaap doctor” was likely at work. 

Yadav supposedly treated multiple patients 
without cleaning or switching his syringe. A CNN 
article quoted Arun Pratap Singh, a Bangarmau 
police official, who explained: “We are trying to 
identify how officials found out that this is the 
main guy, how they knew and who told them 
about him... We are investigating the case to make 
sure that he is responsible.” Health officials are 
now giving out free treatment to those infected 
with the HIV virus. According to the World Health 
Organization, this disease has infected over sev-
enty million people and killed almost 38 million. 
Mohan Rao, head of the Center of Social Medicine 

and Community Health, located at the Jawaharal 
Nehru University, shed light on the unsettling 
situation. Rao explained that impoverished citi-
zens resort to unsafe treatments because India 
does not designate much money to public health. 
He said:”It’s a failure of Indian society, a failure 
of Indian politics. We spend the lowest on public 
health care in the world,’’ which explains why the 
Delhi Medical Council concluded that India has 
more fake doctors than licensed ones. 

This month, the Indian government released a 
plan with the intention to help five hundred mil-
lion people receive free health care. Even though 
the plan aired on the news, the government has not 
taken any steps to start the free health care plan.  
(Sources: CNN, World Health Organization,  
NY Times) 

Indian doctor spreads HIV

MISTAKES MADE : A reckless fake doctor spread the deadly disease.
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ROUGH SPOT: President Jacob Zuma allegedly used public funds for personal expenses.

place on Feb. 22, though last year Zuma survived a no-confidence vote.
(Sources: ABC, CNN, NY Times)

While human rights organizations claim that 
most or all of the refugees are seeking safety from 
persecution in their home countries, the Israeli 
government argues that the migrants are merely 
seeking work and pose a threat to the state. Israel 

has granted temporary residency to 11 Eritreans 
and 1,100 Sundanese.

While the Israeli government has been plan-
ning mass deportations of Africans for years, 
it set a distinct timeline last month. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated, “Last 
year, we deported approximately 4,000 and the 
 major effort is to deport most of those who 
remain, who have infiltrated and are present in 
Israel illegally.” 

On Wed., Feb. 7, thousands of migrants rallied 
in the city of Herzliya to protest the govern-
ment’s plan. One protestor, 30-year-old immigrant 
Emmanuel Hopta, told The Jerusalem Post, “I 
came here because Israel signed the 1951 Geneva 
Convention for refugees and I thought they would 
protect me. Instead they sent me to Holot [open 
detention center] for a year, and now are forcing 
me to leave to a dangerous place.”

While other countries such as the US have 
had prominent debates about immigration, Israel 
is in a precarious position due to its history. 
The country was created in 1948 as a refuge 
from persecution and this history sparks argu-
ments about whether it should protect Africans. 
Among these arguments, an Israeli newspaper 
featured over a hundred academics who claimed 
that since Jews were previously turned away  
when seeking safety for persecution, Israel should 
offer help to African migrants. Israeli rabbi Susan 
Silverman is calling upon Jews to take Africans 
into their homes, comparing it to Anne Frank’s 
life during Nazi Germany.
(Sources: The Atlantic, NY Times, NPR, Jerusalem 
Post, Washington Post)


