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•Halloween 
  Haunt returns
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      Fall Foods: As autumn fast approaches, the delicious onslaught 
of Trader Joe’s fall snacks ensues. El Gato has picked three of its favorite 
Trader Joe’s specialties to enjoy this season.

Ghosts and Bats: Formerly known as Boo Chips, 
these Halloween-themed crisps are a staple for 
your lunch, snacks, breakfast, dinner, mid-
night snacks... any time you’re hungry, you 
should probably grab some.

Pumpkin Bread & Muffin Mix: 
Forget Pumpkin Spice Lattes, fulfill 
your pumpkin cravings with some 
Trader Joe’s Pumpkin Bread. When 
baked to perfection, this mix pro-
duces a glorious autumnal treat.

Butternut Squash Mac & Cheese: 
This creamy delight is perfect for 
chilly fall days. With a decadent 
three-cheese sauce, this pasta will 
keep you well-insulated for the winter. 
-Lauren Sanders, Editor-In-Chief

      Khalid: Khalid’s name as an R&B singer has 
become well-known through his top hit “Location.” “Location” provides 
a catchy tune while portraying the story of a new love with the use 
of technology, and how it allows people to find each other across the 
world. The beat fills the atmosphere with a laidback vibe with simple 
lyrics that allow listeners to sing along. Overall, “Location” provides 
listeners across the globe with an amazing song that makes people 
fall in love with the talent Khalid has brought to the music industry. 
-Austin Yung News Editor

      Hillbilly Elegy: Hillbilly Elegy, by J.D. Vance, is a fascinating 
memoir about class, culture, and the American Dream. 

Vance is a former Marine and Yale Law School graduate 
who grew up in a poor Appalachian town. His father left 

him, and his mother struggles with alcohol and substance 
abuse. He looked up to his grandparents and his sister to find 
hope in getting out of his environment. Vance focuses on the 

various struggles that the white working class endures. 
The book demonstrates how hillbillies lose faith 
and hope in opportunities to come. -Matt 
White, Media Production Editor

      The Five: Harlan 
Coben’s British television 
series “The Five” follows 
four adult friends who 
reconnect after the DNA 

of one of the friend’s 
missing younger brother 

shows up at a murder scene. 
The multiple storylines are cleverly 

intertwined with each other and culminate in 
a satisfying, emotionally resonant conclusion. The 
actors do an outstanding job of portraying people 
who become desperate and unhinged in the wake of 
devastating circumstances. You will keep guessing how 
every situation is related and if the missing child is dead 
or not. Check out the fervent and intense take on the classic 
whodunnit story on Netflix now. -Sam Zukin, National Editor

      The Hate U Give: Imagine if you were the witness in a police 

brutality case involving your best friend. The media skews the case to 
blame your innocent friend and your words have the power to bring 
justice to the killing. Speaking out could change the way the most 
important people in your life see you, for better or for worse. In The 
Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas, 16-year-old Starr Carter struggles find 
her voice and her place in a world that seems to be against her because 
of her race. Through this novel, readers can experience the emotional 
weight behind reports of police brutality seen in the news on a regular 

basis. -Tatum Jenkins, People Editor
      Velamint Gum: When teachers 

begin to lecture, coming prepared with a 
fresh piece of gum is essential. You need a 
distraction that will transport your mind 
to its happy place. The best way to zone 
out is to chew a nice piece of flavorful 
gum. If you enjoy mints and gum, Vel-
amint is the gum for you. This gum 
is an experience to say the least. 
It all begins with packaging, a tin 
container that is bound to be stylish 
riding around in your Northface 
backpack. The gum rests inside 
of a white protective mint shell so 

that your palate is cleansed by the mint and ready 
to take on the intense flavors of the gum that follow. The 

gum is packed with popping bursts of mint that keep the flavor 
lasting longer than most other gums on the market. Velamints can 

be found on Amazon and in local Trader Joe’s stores. -Katherine 
Monsef, Graphics Designer  

by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

He inspired many with his music, from Mary 
Jane’s Last Dance to Free Fallin’. Tom Petty led 
one of the greatest bands in the history of rock 
and roll to fame and prosperity. Now that Petty 
has passed away, he is among the wildflowers. 
On the morning of Oct. 2, Petty was found in his 
apartment in full cardiac arrest, and though 
people quickly brought him to UCLA Medical 
Center, he died at 8:40 PM that evening. 

Petty’s career truly revolutionized 
American rock and roll, as his numer-
ous hits encouraged people across the 
nation to sing along loudly. Petty’s 
band released its first album called 
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers in 
1976; the album included notorious 
hits American Girl and Breakdown, 
which ended up being two of the band’s 
greatest hits. While the band’s first album 
impressed many, lots of people will argue that 
the band’s greatest album came in 1979 when 
the band released Damn the Torpedos. This album 
included many classics like Refugee, Here Comes 
My Girl, Even the Losers, and Don’t Do Me Like 
That. Petty released arguably his most popular 
song ever, Free Fallin’, on his first solo album 
“Full Moon Fever” in 1989.

No one saw Petty’s sudden death coming, as 
the cause of death is still “deferred” on his death 
certificate, meaning that his autopsy report has 
not been completed yet. Unfortunately, Petty still 
had two shows left on his band’s fortieth anniver-
sary tour in New York when he died.

A week before Petty’s death, the rest of his 
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by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

On Sept. 22, Great America opened its tenth 
annual Halloween Haunt. After closing the popular 
ride The Demon, this year’s haunt features Demon: 
Re-Ignited. The roller coaster will return 
to its classic array of lights and 
thrills with the addition of fog 
and a blood red waterfall. 
Halloween Haunt will fea-
ture eight haunted mazes, 
five skeleton key rooms, five 
live shows, three scare zones, 
and many actors ready to scare 
you around every turn. Halloween 
Haunt is open on Fridays and Satur-
days from 7:00 PM to as late as 1:00 AM 
and Sundays 7:00 PM to 12:00 AM. 

Skeleton key rooms are a new addition 
to this year’s Halloween Haunt. Unlike the 
regular mazes located throughout the park, 
the skeleton rooms are interactive. Small groups 
of people will participate in challenges. For 
example, one of the skeleton key rooms has an 
Eastern European lady who ties you and your 
teammates together to experience this Halloween 
fright. In another room, you will experience a mum-
mification process where you might feel crushed 
from all sides. If you are claustrophobic or afraid 
of the dark, this skeleton room is not for you. Only 
people with skeleton keys have access to these rooms 
and there is a limited number of keys available.

With the addition of three new mazes this 
year, Halloween Haunt will have extra fog and new 
thrills and traps. One of the new mazes is called 
Backwoods. Set in a creepy swamp, the Backwoods 

Hunting Resort and Spa comes to life in this maze. 
The skins and carcasses ofcrocodiles, and deer are 
placed throughout the maze and are made to look 
as real as possible. When you venture into the 
Backwoods swamp, be prepared for werewolves to 

chase you as if you are their prey. 
Another new maze this year is the 

Chaos House. Unable to see which way 
is which, you and your group must 
find the way out through a maze 
of mirrors that will make you feel 
dizzy and lost. With overwhelming 
mindbenders, bright lights, and other 
illusions, this maze will keep you on 

your toes as you maneuver your way 
through every corner.

One of the new scare zones incorpo-
rated into this year’s Halloween Haunt 

is Feary Tales. While you walk 
through this part of the park 

on your way to other mazes, 
skeleton rooms, or rides, you 
may stumble upon this new 
zone. As childhood dreams 
become nightmares, your 
favorite story characters 

will come to life in a grue-
some way.

Halloween Haunt will also have most of the 
same mazes and scare zones from last year includ-
ing Zombie High, Toy Factory, Cornstalkers, and 
more. If you want to experience Great America’s 
newest thrills, be sure to buy a ticket for Halloween 
Haunt before Oct. 29.
(Sources: California’s Great America, California 
Coaster Kings)

band, the Heartbreakers, spoke in an interview and 
talked about why and how they were 
still touring together this late in their 
careers: “It’s really pretty simple: we 
really love each other and we love the 

music we make together — more than 
the music we make with other people. It’s 

got a brotherhood in it, decades of bond-
ing.” Though Petty’s death broke millions 
of hearts across the world, Petty died while 

still doing what he loved, touring and 
performing with his band. 

Anyone who heard Petty’s unique voice 
will remember him as one of the greatest 
talents in the history of the American music 
industry. He established himself as one 
of the easiest artists to sing along to, and 
although he is gone, his followers will never 
stop singing along.

Playboy creator Hugh Hefner passes away
line of clothing and jewelry, and owned a string of various  casinos, 

resorts, and clubs.
Before pursuing his career 

with Playboy, Hefner 
served in the army and 
then graduated from the 

University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign with a degree 

in psychology. After seeing the 
harmful effects his strict Method-
ist upbringing had on his percep-

tion of sex and quitting his job 
at Esquire, Hefner started Playboy 
out of his kitchen with 45 investors 
and no guarantee of a second issue. The 
publication is now known worldwide and 

has had hundreds of issues published over 
the past few decades.

Along with his Playboy accomplishments, Hefner funded court 

by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

The world lost Hugh Hefner, head of the 
Playboy empire and a leader of the sexual revo-
lution of the fifties and sixties, when he passed 
away at the age of 91 at the Playboy Mansion in 
Los Angeles. Playboy Enterprises announced his 
death by natural causes on Wed., Sept. 27.

When the first issue of Playboy, featuring Marilyn 
Monroe, was published in 1953, it was like no other 
magazine available to the public. Its open and daring 
embrace of nudity and sex startled and fascinated 
readers. Playboy reached one million subscribers by 
1960 and grew to seven million by the 1970s, making 
it the most popular men’s magazine in the world. 
Along with its graphic images, the magazine included 
works from famous authors such as Jack Kerouac, Ray 
Bradbury, and Kurt Vonnegut. The Playboy Enterprises has 
also dabbled in the movie and television industry, produced a 

courtesy flickr
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cases in the fifties and sixties that helped women gain birth 
control rights, and hired black artists to perform at his 
clubs in protest of segregation laws. Despite his work in 
these movements, famous women such as Gloria Steinem 
criticized him for his views of women. He also holds the 
Guinness World Record for the biggest collection of per-
sonal scrapbooks and starred in a reality show called 
“The Girls Next Door,” which lasted for five seasons and 
revolved around his glamorous life at the mansion with 
his various girlfriends.

Hefner remained Editor-in-Chief of Playboy mag-
azine until 2016, when he handed the responsibil-

ity over to his son, Cooper Hefner. He also sold 
the Playboy mansion to Daren Metropoulos, the 
co-owner of Hostess, in 2016, but Metropoulos 

allowed him to remain in the building as part of 
their contract. He will be buried next to Marilyn Monroe 

in a mausoleum drawer in Westwood Memorial Park, Los Angeles.
(Sources: NY Times, Fox News, Vanity Fair)
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