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• Prince Harry  
   finds love
• VS Angel  
   models strut 

Redbubble: Looking for a unique gift to give to your friends or 
family? Try hopping on redbubble.com, a fantastic platform that 
connects artists with a high quality manufacturer. 
The site sells nearly a hundred thousand 
different designs to choose from and 
they can be placed on everything 
in the form of stickers, tote bags, 
and more. I personally have six 
wonderful, high quality stickers 
from Redbubble on my laptops. 
With Redbubble, you don’t have 
to pick generic stickers anymore; 
I have stickers that uniquely 
express my interest in conspir-
acy theories and 90s cults. -Andy 
Braham, World Editor

Flor: If you’re someone who listens 
to The 1975, Ed Sheeran, Glass Animals, 
CHVRCHES, Passion Pit, The xx, or any artists with a similar sound, 
then make sure to add Flor to your latest playlist. Flor released their 
first album, ‘come out. you’re hiding,’ in May and their fanbase is 
growing quickly. They recently opened for Halsey and Paramore, and 
will be on tour starting in February. Flor’s music features a collection 

of bright and upbeat songs, easily turning your days around. -Erin 
Grasty, Media Production Editor

Gilmore Girls: A longtime classic, Gilmore Girls is a lighthearted 
TV show that follows a single mother and her daughter through 
the trials and tribulations of adolescence. Lorelai and 
her daughter Rory exemplify both the positive and 
negative aspects of parents’ relationships with 
their growing children; however, a consistent 

positive feeling of coming 
of age permeates the 

show. I enjoy the 
comedy that comes 
with this bildungs-
roman-esque storyline and 
Lorelai’s endearing gusto. I very 

much recommend this show for any 
mother-daughter duo and anyone else 

who craves a small dose of joy. -Lauren Sanders,  
Editor-in-Chief

The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue: When high-born, 
wild-child Henry Montague embarks on a tour of Europe with his 
sister and best friend/longtime romantic interest, excitement, scandal, 
and trouble follow them as they travel, transforming the definition 

by Andy Braham
World Editor

On Nov. 29, NBC fired prominent Today Show 
host Matt Lauer for reasons relat-
ing to alleged sexual harassment 
and misconduct. The fifty-nine 
year old worked for NBC for over 
twenty-five years and began host-
ing the Today Show in 1997. In 
the early morning before the 
late November broadcast, execu-
tives brought Lauer into a private 
room and informed him that his 
contract would be terminated 
“for cause” due to a “detailed 
complaint from a colleague about 
inappropriate sexual behavior.” 

This allegation came after 
years of rumours of Lauer’s marital 
troubles and possible sexual harassment incidents. 
In 2012, Katie Couric, Lauer’s coworker, pub-
licly remarked that Lauer often pinched her butt. 
Although NBC made no mention of Couric or 
any other specific allegation, Andrew 
Lackey,  a spokesperson for NBC, 
wrote in a memo “While it is the 
first complaint about his behav-
ior in the over 20 years he’s 
been at NBC News, we were also 
presented with reason to believe 
this may not have been an iso-
lated incident.”

 Others remarked that he created 
a hostile work environment while some disagreed. A 
staffer shared to People magazine, “He was the star 
anchor of the show and everybody around, male or 

by Jordan Evans
Editor-in-Chief
     As the daylight grows shorter and the weather turns colder, the 
season for radio stations to host their annual star-studded concerts 
returns. 99.7 Now! throws some of the most high-profile performances 
in the Bay Area year after year; on Sat., Dec. 2, the station put on 
Poptopia, a rebranding of its Triple Ho Show.
     The opener of the night was Ed Sheeran, who performed com-
pletely alone onstage. In lieu of backup singers or a band, Sheeran 
recorded himself in front of the audience and looped 
the audio tracks using foot pedals. His 
humble performance was cer-
tainly endearing, but his 
ballad-style songs did 
not do much to elec-
trify the audience for 
the lineup ahead.
     To set up for the 
next performer, a circu-
lar cutout of the stage rotated to expose the other side, which housed 
a band ready to accompany artist Dua Lipa. By the time this breakout 
pop star reached the middle of her second song, though, her voice 
had already grown hoarse, making for a relatively wilted rendition of 
her chart-topper “New Rules.”
     Logic brought some much-needed energy to the concert, going 
beyond the music to interact with the crowd. First, he demonstrated 
how to enunciate syllables while rapping, impressively reciting a 

complicated passage in one breath. He then picked a fan from the 
crowd to form a “basketball hoop” with her arms so 
that when he threw an imaginary ball, it cued the next 
song, which opens with a swishing noise. Later, Logic 
paused his hit song “1-800-273-8255” to encourage 
the audience members to wave their phone flashlights.
     Niall Horan then took the stage, lulling the audience 
back into placidity with his mild, heartfelt songs. He 

opened his set with “This 
Town” and segued to “Slow 
Hands” as a stream of 
lights shaped like cres-
cent moons morphed 
into more dramatic and 

bold red beams.
     In tandem with a band and two backup 

dancers dressed as cheerleaders, Khalid was 
next in the lineup. The nineteen-year-old had 

the potential to enliven the crowd, but the complacent 
tempo of his slower songs paired with his tendency to 
stop singing and rely on the audio track contributed to 
the uncharacteristic calm of the pop concert.
     Ready to amp up the audience was the Chainsmok-
ers, whose set contained two inward-facing stages for 
the electronics and drums, leaving open space for the 
lead vocalist to roam during the performance. Their phenomenal work 
with colored strobe lights intertwined with perfectly-timed smoke 

chutes to add a tasteful depth to the show.
     Fifth Harmony followed suit after 
a lengthy delay, likely the result of 
technical problems, which one of 
the members reported during their 
performance. The group appeared 
disjointed throughout its mediocre 
choreography, and the awkwardness 
continued as the members sung an 
a cappella Christmas carol that did 
not fuse well with their pop playlist.

The concert concluded with 
headlining act Taylor Swift, who 
finally got the crowd on its feet for 
the first time all night. She started 
with a replica of her ...Ready for It? 
performance from SNL a few weeks 
ago and then transitioned into mate-
rial from her 1989 album before 
ending the concert with “Look What 
You Made Me Do. Her gritty presence 
fired up the crowd to leave a positive 
last impression, but it just wasn’t 
enough to make up for the calmness 
of the acts that preceded. Despite 

the strange mellow vibe, Poptopia was an enjoyable concert with a 
stellar lineup that did well to kick off the holiday season.

of a normal historical fiction novel. The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice 
and Virtue, by Mackenzi Lee, will take you on a roller coaster of a 
ride around European society in the 1700s. Imbedded with important 

discussions about racism and 
abuse, this book pulls modern 

themes into a compelling 
story about embracing 
yourself and discovering 
the value of family and 
love. -Tatum Jenkins,  
Humor Editor

SNL: There’s hardly 
anything more iconic in 
American culture than 
Saturday Night Live. Since 

1975, this sketch comedy show has 
launched the careers of legends like Will Ferrell, Tina 
Fey, Jimmy Fallon, and Adam Sandler. SNL features live 

skits, original videos, and musical performances, but what 
differentiates the program is that it employs a different 

host each week, unlike other late-night comedy shows. Get in on the 
joke at 8:30 and 11:30 PM Saturday nights on NBC. -Jordan Evans,  
Editor-in-Chief

by Bradley Adams
Public Relations Manager
    Prince Harry, grandson of Queen Elizabeth II 
and fifth in line for the throne, is now engaged 
to American actress Meghan Markle. 
Markle is best known for her role as 
Rachel Zane on USA’s hit TV show Suits.
Prince Charles, The Prince of Wales, 
issued a formal announcement on 
Mon., Nov. 27, saying that “His 
Royal Highness The Prince of 
Wales is delighted to announce 
the engagement of Prince Harry 
to Ms. Meghan Markle. The 
wedding will take place in 
Spring 2018.”
    Prince Harry and Ms. Markle will 
be known as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
once they are married, according to The Tele-
graph. The royal couple’s relationship has been 
the subject of intense scrutiny as the public 
and media try to find any royal 
connection with Markle. 
Markle is a biracial, 
divorced American, 
which displays how 
egalitarian Britain has 
become. Unfortunately, 
this has led to racist cov-
erage in some newspapers 
and blogs. When Markle mar-
ries Prince Harry, she will be the first American 
to become a member of the Royal Family.
     Prince Harry’s reputation has changed in the 

past years from when he acknowledged that he 
wanted to be a “bad boy” to someone who is 
a vocal advocate for mental health awareness 
and other charities. Prince Harry served on 

active duty in the British military for 
about a decade where he rose to 

the rank of captain. He also 
served two tours in Afghani-
stan, where he co-piloted an 

Apache helicopter and acted as a 
weapons officer.

    His two former girlfriends, 
Chelsey Davy and Cressida Bonas, 
admitted that they struggled 
with the publicity of being in a 

royal relationship. Luckily, Markle 
is already a celebrity, so she has 

already come to terms with the attention 
that comes with being famous.
   Kensington Palace issued a statement on 

behalf of Mr. Thomas Markle and Ms. Doris 
Regland, Markle’s parents, in 

which they stated, “We 
are incredibly happy for 
Meghan and Harry. Our 
daughter has always been 

a kind and loving person. 
To her union with Harry, 

who shares the same qual-
ities, is a source of great joy 

for us as parents. We wish them 
a lifetime of happiness and are very excited for 
their future together.”
(Sources: Daily Mail, NY Times, and Fortune)

female, felt like they wanted to be on their game.” 
She added, “It’s not about women versus men. 
It’s everybody be on your game. Even though he’s 

fun and friendly and warm and 
kind. He wasn’t lording it over 
everyone. If he were this awful 
monster, you wouldn’t have all 
these people who are devastated. 
People are shattered.” 

The New York Times reported 
that one of the apparent com-
plaints consisted of Lauer trap-
ping a female coworker in a 
bathroom and then assaulting 
her. Another account described 
the married man giving a sex 
toy away as an office gift, with 
instructions that he had written. 

Lauer married Annette Roque 
in 1997 and they have three children together. 
Since this story broke, Roque has taken two of her 
children to the Netherlands and no longer wears a 

wedding ring. Her father said that she will 
not stay married to Lauer. Her 

father told AOL reporters, 
“I have no words for her 
husband. What he has 
done is bad. She is not 
going to stay with him 
and work it out. They 
are not together trying 
to work it out.”

Lauer has since been 
spotted by the photographers without a wedding 
ring on finger. 
(Sources: People, NBC, Us Weekly, NY Times)
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