
by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

Often wearing a yellow shirt that reflects her 
attitude, junior Emma Fallside radiates happiness 
and confidence wherever she goes. Whether it’s 
school, the barn where she rides horses, or anywhere 
else, she maintains this positive influence on others. 

Fallside shows her dedication to this self-assured 
attitude when she competes in horse shows and 
attends riding lessons several times a week. “It’s 
such a connective sport. You really have to have a 
[sense of] trust with [the horse],” commented Fall-
side with a spark of passion in her eyes. “It takes a 
lot to get there, but once you do, it’s so fun. There’s 
such an adrenaline rush when you’re hovering in the 
air with this giant animal.” Her weekends usually 
consist of mini road trips to her competitions and 
the sense of camaraderie she has with the people 
on her riding team.

These one to two-hour long car rides every 
weekend don’t take a toll on Fallside, as she lists 
traveling as one of her favorite activities. She calls 
England home and spent a majority of her most 
recent summer in France participating in a French 
immersion program. “Even as a little kid, one of the 
most precious things to me was my independence 
and I was always wanting to do things on my own. 
I think a lot of [my love for traveling] comes from 
that, which is that desire to move onto the next 
thing and wanting to do things my own way. Being 
in an airport, having to get my passport out, and 
having to figure out which line to go in: that’s really 
fun to me,” she said as she reflected on her time 
spent abroad this past summer. 

No matter where she goes, Fallside knows she 
wants to participate in solving the world’s problems 
and directly helping people affected by those dif-
ficult situations. While she’s not certain about her 
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career choice, she feels strongly about working 
with the EU or UN in order to create change in 
the world around her. She remarked, “Every high 
schooler says this, but I want to do something to 
make a change for people. I want to be involved 
in all the happenings in our world. I want to be 
in that, if that makes sense.” 

The future holds endless possibilities for 
Fallside, especially given her genuine love to 
learn new information, explore her environment, 
and focus on maintaining an open, positive 
mindset. Throughout her life, Fallside hopes to 
“always be real. I don’t want to be one of those 
people who are so many different people that 
you don’t ever know who you’re talking to. We 
obviously all have personas. I just always want 
to be the best version of me.”

Approachable, self-confident, and ready 
to make a real change in the world, Fallside is 
determined to succeed and make an adventure 
of her life is prevalent to everyone who comes 
in contact with her. Just give her time, a few 
plane tickets, and the resources to do good: she 
is and will continue to be unstoppable.

fallside strives to give her future purpose

by Jordan Evans
Editor-in-Chief

He’s an enigma, an icon, a character of modern 
folklore. What makes senior Anthony Petros so mys-
terious is that even though he is often the loudest 
person in the room, you still don’t know what he 
is really thinking. Even close friend senior Katie 
Enns claims “he’s very secretive about everything 
that he does. Nobody knows anything about him.” 
Well, El Gato is here to familiarize you with the 
legend himself.

Petros began procuring his distinctive personal-
ity as a form of rebellion against Stratford School, 
where he “not only learned how to squash down 
[his] individualism, but [he] also learned about 
the values of uniformity and not speaking your 
mind.” A natural-born trendsetter, Petros rejected 
the confinements of the private school to blaze his 
own path instead, often landing him in trouble. The 
unabashed visionary regularly boasts that in sixth 
grade, he set the school record for receiving the most 
disciplinary violations. It should come as no surprise 
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that Petros transferred to public 
school the following year.

To convey just how fre-
quently he faced The Man, 
Petros explains that he “had 
detention every day, which 
involved writing words from 
the dictionary, and by the end 
of the year, [he] had made it 
to ‘M.’” His experience likely 
influenced his inclination to 
create original words, such as 
“quook,” a hybrid of “shook” 
and “quaking,” and “quelch,” a 
derivative of “squelch.”

Petros also mildly enjoys 
jamming on his saxophone, 
usually not following the writ-
ten music if he bothers to play with the ensemble 
at all. He has participated in the LGHS Marching 
Band as an alto saxophone player for the past four 
years, unenthusiastically calling his experience “a 

means to an end... That end 
is college.” In Wind Ensemble, 
the school’s upper-level con-
cert group, Petros plays the 
baritone saxophone, which he 
prefers over the alto because 
the bari “is the furthest sax-
ophone from a saxophone.”

One of the key elements 
of Petros’ life is questioning 
life itself. He repeatedly pon-
ders his own existence while 
performing mundane tasks; 
Petros recalls that one day, 
he “had an existential crisis 
again while taking a practice 
ACT because it mentioned 
birds, which reminded [him] 

of flying, which reminded [him] of the emptiness 
of space and our meaningless existence in the 
universe.” Petros even went so far as to diagnose 
himself with “existential FOMO” because he dreams 

by Austin Yung
News Editor

Aloha! From the tropical islands of Hawaii, soph-
omore Christian Lee brings his love for Honolulu 
and funny stories of his hometown to Los Gatos. Lee 
moved to California right before school started due 
to his father’s work as an urologist, and his sudden 
move to the Bay Area has excited him and cured 
his island fever. 

Life in Hawaii for Christian consisted of fun 
hikes up Diamond Head Mountain, doing gainers off 
cliffs, boogie boarding in barrels, and satisfying his 
craving for loco moco, rice with a hamburger patty 
topped with eggs and gravy. Almost every Friday 
after school, Christian and his friends would head 
up Kalihi Ice Ponds, which is a “long hike up beside 
a stream until you reached this beautiful waterfall.” 
Lee and his friends would try to one-up each other 
with flip after flip into the water and the occasional 
belly flop. Lee recalls a time when “[he] dared [his] 
friend to do a bellyflop for five bucks and his chest 
was red for two days.” 

Of all the trails located on Honolulu, Lee’s favor-
ite hike is Tantalus because of the beautiful view at 
the end and the giant radio tower that many climb 
to take pictures. One time on his way down Tantalus 
late at night with his friend and his friend’s dad, 
Lee was wary of the dark path ahead of him, since 

there was a large number of homeless people that 
populated the area. However, Lee was not cautious 
enough, and his friend’s dad, hiding in a bush up 
ahead, scared the life out of his friend and him. They 
ended up running all the way back up the mountain 
because “[he had] never been more scared in [his] 
life. [He] thought it was some crazy homeless person 
trying to kill [him] or something.” 

Heading to the beach is a huge part of Lee’s life, 
as daily visits had become a part of his daily routine. 
Sandy Beach triumphs above all other beaches for 
Lee as he enjoys “boogie boarding, eating, and 
bonfires with nice waves and crystal clear water.” 
Sandy’s is important to Lee because it grants him 
peace and allows him to have fun with his friends.

The best part of Hawaii for Lee was the delicious 
food. From spam musubi to loco moco, he eats it all, 
and his 5’6” stature never stops him from eating to 
his heart’s desire. Lee is picky about where he gets 
his food, as he states that “Rainbow Drive-in is the 
only place to get good loco moco. Every other place 
kinda sucked.” 

Lee’s transition to Los Gatos was tough since he 
missed his friends back home, but he loves meeting 
new people and has already made a group of friends. 
So if you ever spot him, say hello, and maybe you’ll 
see his gold grill if he ever flashes you a quirky smile.

by Abbi Berry
Public Relations Manager 

Sophomore Abi Moyal describes her 
perfect weekend as including a long 
surf session at Pleasure Point, food with 
her close friends, and any music by the 
Lumineers. Moyal notes she would prob-
ably end the weekend with her Jewish 
youth group, BBYO, or a family dinner. 
Much of Moyal’s identity roots in these 
aspects of her perfect weekend – being in 
the water, spending time with her family, 
and enjoying BBYO. 

Moyal can’t recall her first time swim-
ming, but she knows she fell in love with 
the water at an early age. She started surfing in eighth grade and 
describes her favorite part as hearing “the sound of the crashing 
waves and nothing else.” This love, along with her “inability to do 
dry land sports,” galvanized her into pursuing swimming and water 
polo at LGHS. Moyal plays set, or as she explained it: “the most 
aggressive position” in water polo. Although Moyal is a pretty relaxed 
individual, she admits that she can lose her cool in the pool. She 
claims that when it comes to the game, she “[has] no chill in the 
water.” Additionally, Moyal enjoys swimming sprints during swim 
season in the spring. She hopes to break a minute in the 100 yard 
freestyle this year on JV. Moyal’s athleticism doesn’t stop with high 

school sports; she has also participated in 
two triathlons, and hopes to do one every 
year. She explains that she feels “really 
accomplished” each time she finishes the 
grueling event.

Another large part of Moyal’s identity 
stems from her Israeli background. She has 
been to Israel almost every year because 
her entire family is from there. Her favorite 
place to go are the beaches along the coast 
of Haifa. She explains the atmosphere of 
Israel as warm and familial. Moyal also 
plans to join the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) 
as a gap year program before college. She 
articulates: “It’s a sense of belonging. I’m 

doing something for a country I love so much.” 
As her parents were born in Israel, Moyal learned to speak 

Hebrew before she learned any English. She describes her experience 
growing up with two languages as really confusing. Although she 
grew up expanding on both languages, she admits “I primarily speak 
Hebrew at home.” Moyal jokes that she sometimes forgets how to 
say English words, but knows them in Hebrew. Her favorite Hebrew 
word is “habibi” which roughly translates to “bro.” 

Moyal’s connection to Israel has also established her strong 
engagement with the Jewish community. She is an avid participant 
in her local BBYO chapter and has held three major positions. As a 
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Petros surprises friends with enigmatic personality
of seeing the distant future, but panics that he 
won’t be able to.

This icon grounds himself by striving to help 
others as part of the Peer-to-Peer group UP, whose 
members he calls true “do-gooders.” He notes that 
his favorite experience since joining the group was 
planning last year’s TEDx event because he got “to 
yell at people over text and in real life…[and] com-
plain for an actual reason every single day.” Beyond 
that, though, he is an avid supporter of the group’s 
mission to empower students “because [he thinks] 
it’s important to redefine success, especially where 
we are, because success is very traditional here. 
[He thinks] it’s important to let kids know that 
they don’t have to follow a single path of success.”

Need directions on how to lead your life as 
confidently as Petros? Look no further than his 
YouTube channel, and watch the cheeky video he 
made sophomore year for his AP Physics final proj-
ect. You can also try memorizing the introduction to 
Romeo and Juliet and dam your unruly locks with a 
headband, just like Boy Wonder himself.

courtesy K. Enns
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leader in her chapter, she has arranged fundraisers, designed chapter 
apparel, and planned several events. Moyal expresses her reason for 
joining: “It all started with my brother. He was really involved. He 
was regional president which got be me involved.” This summer, 
Moyal went to BBYO’s Chapter Leadership Training Conference (CLTC) 
to meet international friends and delve into a variety of leadership 
aspects of BBYO. She describes that “[she] made a ton of friends 
throughout the country and learned so much.” Moyal plans to visit 
one of her friends in Maryland next break and will be participating 
in BBYO’s International Convention in February. 

As Moyal expands her many interests, she continues to practice 
surfing, visit Israel, and engage in more BBYO events. If you’re 
looking to learn some Hebrew, a few water polo terms, or a little 
more about the local Jewish community, Moyal is the perfect person 
with whom to strike up a conversation. 
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