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• Verga snaps
   pictures   
• Cope excels
   in football    

best videos I can.” Jack hopes to take classes at 
the New York Film Academy next summer for three 
weeks, which will allow him to gain more experience.  

Murnin furthered his filming interest through an 
internship with Netflix. At Netflix, he was able to 
become familiar with their studios and equipment 
and receive help on his own clips. He learned that it 
is imperative to start small and create several shorter 
films before he spends lots of time trying to make 
a 20-minute video.  

Murnin also has a knack for music, as he can play 
ten different instruments, with his favorite being 
the piano. Jack loves to listen to rap music and then 
try to replicate the song on his piano.  

When Murnin is not filming, he spends six days 
of the week rowing for the Los Gatos Rowing Club. 
He believes that “rowing is a lot of work, but it is 
fun to bond with your teammates and the hard work 
will eventually pay off.” Jack enjoys attending races 
in Los Angeles and Sacramento; he hopes to race for 
varsity next year and have a chance of making it 
to the finals in Sacramento. Jack states, “it would 
be cool to win in Sacramento and then have to 
opportunity to compete in nationals, which would 
be somewhere on the East Coast.” Murnin is unsure 
about competing in college, but believes it would 
be fun to row as an extracurricular.  

Murnin hopes to broaden his filming credentials 
by attending his dream school, the University of 
Southern California. He thinks “attending a school 
in either Los Angeles or New York will give me lots of 
opportunity for internships or research and help me 
reach my dream as a producer.” Murnin is optimistic 
about his filming future and hopes to accomplish 
many things.  

by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

The fact that her favorite colors are yellow and green perfectly 
encompasses junior Jacky Verga’s bright personality. Enamored with 
life and all its beauty, Verga takes every opportunity to adventure 
and capture moments with her camera. She loves being active and 
having a completely loaded schedule, constantly finding ways to 
fill her time with different activities. 

Verga found her love for volleyball in eighth grade and has 
continued to play for three years now. She explains, “I feel like 
being on a team is just a completely new experience. Everyone 

learns to get along, and everyone loves each other and accepts 
everyone immediately.” Verga formed unbreakable friendships with 
her teammates right off the bat and intends to continue playing for 
the varsity team next year. 

Other than at school, it’s very rare to find Verga without a camera 
in her hands. Since her parents got a camera and let her use it from 
time to time, Verga has been absolutely infatuated with photography 
and freezing beautiful moments into pictures. Her favorite things 
to take photos of are her friends because “I want to make them feel 
pretty, and I just think they’re beautiful, so I take pictures of them 
all the time.” They are always adventuring and always together; Ver-
ga’s friends are among the most important aspects of her life, which 
explains why she loves photographing them so much. 

Family is an integral part of Verga’s daily life; she explained that 
she is very close with her parents and sister, and they all spend lots 
of time together. In fact, she shared that her sister, senior Hailey 
Verga, is the most inspiring person in her life. “It’s really influential 
for me to see the accomplishments she’s made in her life because I’m 
in the exact same position as her and I can follow in her footsteps,” 
Verga stated. “She’s a really supportive, helpful, great person person.” 
Clearly, their sisterly bond supports both of them in their lives.

Verga’s outlook on life and plans for the future completely shifted 
during her time in high school. After taking Tiffany Hamm’s English 
9 class freshman year, she realized what a waste of time judging 
others is. She explained that from that moment on, she tries to stray 
from judgment and be more open-minded in general. This attitude 
continues to help her be far more happy, accepting, and free in her

Passionate about the people, places, and moments in her life, 
Verga is filled with vibrance and beauty. It almost seems ironic that 
she can take so many incredible photos of beauty when there is 
also such brilliance behind the camera. 

by Nate White 
Sports Editor 

Not many people possess the 
dedication and willingness to work 
hard that junior Ryan Garwood 
has. Peers know him to be ener-
getic in the classroom and serious 
on the field. Garwood’s eagerness 
to succeed certainly will lead him 
to a bright future beyond his years 
in high school.

Garwood plays varsity football 
for the Wildcats and is looking 
forward to his senior season next 
year. He continues to achieve great 
success on the field not only indi-
vidually, but as a leader of his 
teammates. “I really enjoy going out with some of my best friends 
and playing a sport that I have loved since I was a kid.” Football 
remains an integral part of life in the Garwood household, going 
back generations.

Outside of football and school, Gar-
wood loves to travel to Tahoe with his 
family. The Garwoods have a house there, 
and he recalls years of having fun with 
his dog and two younger brothers. In 
Tahoe, Garwood water skis and wake-
boards during the summer. In the winter, 
Garwood loves to hit the slopes and go 
skiing while meeting up with friends on 
the mountain. 

Garwood also enjoys spending quality 
time with his friends on the weekends. 
A typical hangout consists of meeting at 
someone’s house, and then going to get 
food. He is often called “Wood,” and is 
known to talk extremely fast and always 
in complete sentences. Garwood’s ener-

getic and positive attitude can be seen in any conversation with him.
 A huge inspiration to Garwood is the legacy and stories of his uncle 

Patrick Tillman. Tillman married Garwood’s aunt, and his character 
embodies everything Garwood hopes to be. Tillman’s story runs back 

by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor 

Whether she’s beneath the surface or admir-
ing it from afar, senior Makenna Phillips loves 
all things involving the ocean and marine life. 
From her favorite color being ocean blue to vol-
unteering at Seymour Discovery Center, Phillips 
is infatuated with aquatic life and learning how 
to keep our oceans clean.

The Seymour Marine Discovery Center in 
Santa Cruz grants Phillips the platform to express 
her passion for the ocean. Here, she works as a 
volunteer exhibit guide, informing visitors at the 
sea water touch tank about the various types of 
organisms in the tank and how we must preserve 
these life forms. In the future, Phillips sees her-
self continuing to fulfill her passion and love for 
the ocean, as either an environmental scientist 

or as a marine ecologist. 
Phillips’ love for marine life began at an early 

age, as she “got interested in oceans because 
[she] grew up by the water and always found it 
fascinating and wanted to do [her] part in helping 
the ocean stay beautiful.” The desire to “gain extra 
knowledge in this field” is what Phillips hopes for 
as an end result from her time at Seymour.

Apart from her involvement with the Seymour 
Center and marine life, Phillips serves as a junior 
executive board member for a non-profit organiza-
tion that helps educate children in Africa. Known 
as the LaLaFoFo organization, this program not 
only sends students to Tanzania to get first-hand 
experience with the children they help, but pro-
vides school lunch programs for the children of the 
Maasai Tribe. The LaLaFoFo organization even spon-
sors young girls at a secondary school who would 
have otherwise been put into an arranged marriage 
situation. Phillips was lucky enough to be one of 
the selected students to travel to Tanzania this 
past summer, where she spent two weeks teaching 
English to students belonging to the Maasai Tribe. 
After being placed into an unfamiliar situation, 
she claims she “has found a new appreciation for 
teachers and a better understanding of the world.” 
Phillips hopes to revisit Tanzania this summer and 
looks forward to reconnecting with her students.

Phillips strives to make the world a better 
place through her volunteering and passion for 
the ocean. With her involvement in the Seymour 
Marine Discovery Center and with the LaLaFoFo 
organization, it is clear that Phillips prioritizes 
her community service work and working towards 
her goals.courtesy S. Enriquez
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Verga photographs the beauty in her life 

Murnin dedicates himself to videos Phillips finds a home by the sea

to his high school football days at 
Leland, where he worked hard enough 
to earn a scholarship to Arizona State 
University. At ASU, Tillman maintained 
a 3.5 GPA, while starting all four 
years, making him an All-American. 
Garwood admires this accomplishment, 
as he hopes to thrive not only on the 
football field, but in the classroom as 
well. Once Tillman reached the NFL, 
he thrived. His career would have 
continued, but Tillman joined the army 
following the 9/11 attacks. There, he 
served two tours, and unfortunately 
died due to friendly fire. 

Garwood’s family started the Pat 
Tillman Foundation in order to do 

something with the donations Tillman’s wife received after Tillman’s 
death. The Foundation accepts applications from military personal 
and gives scholarships to students to attend college. Everything Pat 
Tillman stood for, Garwood hopes to embody. 

Garwood dominates on the football field
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Murnin was eager to learn about how he could 
advance his filmmaking skills and decided to attend 
the New York Film Academy last summer. He spent 
a week living in dorms and creating videos at New 
York Studios. He enjoyed learning about directing, 
screenwriting, and camera use. At the end of the 
class, he developed his own film. “The most import-
ant thing I learned was that it’s about quality, not 
quantity, and I need to be patient with creating the 

by Matt White
Media Production Editor 

If you are wondering who will produce the next 
Tom Hanks movie, sophomore Jack Murnin is the 
guy. Murnin has always had a passion for film and 
becoming a producer. He fills his busy schedule with 
creating short videos, rowing, playing the piano, 
and spending time with his friends.  

Murnin initially fell in love with film in fifth 
grade. He has four younger siblings and used them 
to create movies and short clips. In eighth grade, 
Jack made a documentary. However, he quickly 
learned that documentaries are not as interesting to 
produce as movies.  Murnin now tries to incorporate 
his friends into his films.  

own life. She also decided that in the future, she would love to 
study biology, travel the world, and take pictures of people from 
different cultures at the same time. She doesn’t know exactly how 
to achieve this, but it’s her dream, and she intends to find a way.


