
by Abbi Berry
Public Relations Manager 

Freshman Matthew Driscoll would describe his 
ideal weekend as starting with a tough swim prac-
tice, then a nice sleep, and finishing off with a meal 
at any of the following restuarants in LG with his 
family and friends: Los Gatos Cafe, Los Gatos Meats, 
or Casa Lupe. Although Driscoll’s quintessential Sat-
urday involves a few typical LGHS student favorites, 
he is anything but your typical teen. 

Driscoll belongs to a family of five, including 
his parents and two siblings. His older brother and 
LGHS alumnus Sean Driscoll currently attends Santa 
Clara University, where he works as a certified EMT 
and occasionally the school’s mascot at basketball 
games. His sister, Jackie Driscoll is a senior at West 
Valley Middle College. Driscoll’s mother works as a 
resource aid at Fisher, and his dad works to assist 
and develop several start-ups. 

Driscoll’s family’s athletic nature carried through 
his childhood, where he played several sports. 
During middle school, he narrowed his interests to 
swimming and basketball. The summer after eighth 
grade, he made the full commitment to swimming, 
beginning to train with De Anza Cupertino Aquatics 
(DACA) on their National Team. He notes his rea-
soning: “I chose swimming because my mom swam 
in college and made me swim as a kid, and I guess 
I never stopped. The last couple of years I’ve really 
pursued swimming because I believe that I have a 
solid chance at getting a scholarship [for college].” 
Although most of his friends would describe him as 
a pretty relaxed person, he’s intense when it comes 
to training. 

This summer, Driscoll camped in Lake Tahoe with 
his family and close friends, but he spent most of his 
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break training. Because of Driscoll’s commitment to 
the most elite level of his club swim team, he was 
on a pool deck for the majority of his summer. He 
traveled to Clovis to swim at the Arena Pro Series, 
Moraga to compete in Pacific Swimming’s Junior 
Olympic Championships where he scored the most 
points in his age group, and Reno for the Silver 
State Championships where he also scored the high 
point win. 

As he continues to train under DACA, he will 
begin competing for the LGHS varsity swim team 
this spring season. Driscoll’s current times are 1:42 
in the 200 and 4:38 in the 500, both well under the 
CCS cut times; the LGHS school records are 1:40 and 
4:26. The varsity coaches hope to see him break both 
records this season or next. 

On top of swimming for LGHS, Driscoll explains 
that he has liked his first semester in high school: “I 
really enjoy the general atmosphere of high school so 
far. I had a lot of fun with all of my classes this first 
semester and am excited for what’s next.” If you’re 
looking to meet an incredibly talented swimmer and 
genuinely kind student, come out to the LGHS swim 
meets and support Driscoll and his team!

by Madeline King
Sports Editor 

A combination of brain and brawn, sophomore Sophia Prakash 
continues to make her mark on LGHS. Halfway through her second 
year of high school, Prakash continues to make connections through 
participating in clubs, belonging to the student publication Reality 
Check, and competing on the prestigious field hockey team. Whether 
she’s traveling the world or volunteering at home, Prakash lives her 
life to the fullest.

Prakash is a member of Reality Check, an LGHS publication 
featuring anonymous stories from students about socially and emo-
tionally taboo topics. “All of the staff on Reality Check, we’re all 

really close… [and] we’ve just built these bonds together,” she said. 
Since the publication keeps all stories completely anonymous, Prakash 
loves that it gives her more insight into the lives of her peers, stating 
that “it’s super interesting to go around to other people because you 
can get new stories and learn a different side of people, because it’s 
so anonymous. Like, I can’t say anything, but now I know what that 
person’s going through.”

Prakash’s influence within the school’s community also expands 
into several clubs and sports. Convinced by fellow Reality Check 
member senior Sydney Deng and friend sophomore Sam Gundotra, 
she joined Interact Club and Help For Her this school year. In these 
groups, she racks up volunteer hours and raises money to supply 
women in third-world countries with menstrual products. 

Additionally, after looking for a change from volleyball, Prakash 
found a home on the LGHS field hockey team. The athlete decided to 
try out the sport with some of her friends and stuck with it. In the 
off-season, Prakash plays for the Quicksilver Cats and is currently 
entering her third year of competing.

Prakash has family all over the world, since she is a quarter Indian 
as well as Scottish and English. Her relatives on both sides of her 
family live all over the United States, including her birthplace in 
Boulder, Colorado. While she moved to California when she was about 
two years old, this family-oriented student still visits her cousins in 
the snowy mountains of Boulder whenever she can. Prakash recently 
found a source of inspiration in her cousin Ian, who underwent a lung 
transplant last year; Still in high school, he continues to go on “living 
his life.” Additionally, her father’s side of the family is split between 
England and India. As Prakash said, “I’ve only been to India once, but 
I’ve been to England and Scotland more than that. I love the UK.” The 

avid traveler gushes about the country, praising it for everything 
from the weather to the aesthetic of the stone buildings. 

As a sophomore in high school, Prakash is busy enjoying life 
and trying to stay ahead in the daunting AP Euro, but in the 
future, this globetrotter would love to live in the UK and maybe 
even attend college there. While she loves the school pride at 
LGHS and the community-based town, Prakash would love to 
escape the California climate and “live somewhere where we have 
weather, like where it snows; something different.” 

by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor

You don’t need to be told about senior Arya Azizi. It’s impossible 
to miss that head of luscious curls bobbing around school, bringing 
laughs and excitement to all. Searching for Azizi? Who isn’t? The 
swimmer/science lover is a dynamic, adventurous, weird student who 
will ask you a philosophical question that makes you question your 
existence and then follow with a joke that will make you laugh-cry.

You can spot Azizi splashing around the swimming pool. Azizi, a 
self-described “fun seal,” has been swimming on the school team for 
four years, although he only swam on a club team for two. He chose 
to end his involvement with club swim because its strict nature con-
stricted Azizi’s free-wheeling spirit, so he left the team in pursuit of 
a more favorable and relaxing environment. Taking a dip in the pool 
is one of Azizi’s favorite things to do, and he has plenty of wisdom 
on why it’s the best sport. “Water is wet,” Azizi said, shrugging, “so 
in other sports you have to sweat a lot, but in swimming, you don’t 
even notice it. I mean, you’re already wet, so it cancels out.” 

Azizi makes you laugh, even when you really, really don’t want 

to. Even his puns are funny: “Why did the mushroom go to the party? 
Because he was a fungi!” His friends concur about his hilarity. Senior 
Nick Kain, a close friend, gushed, “Arya is super funny. He’s always 
making us laugh.” 

All of Azizi’s friends adore him, yet out of them all, there is one who 
stands out from the crowd. “My favorite friend? Probably my dad,” Azizi 
confessed. Azizi recounted his father’s discipline and reward system, 
and how it caused him to grow into a mature, thoughtful young man. 
Azizi sees himself as the light green of a cantaloupe, because he feels 
it captures his mellow personality. “Like me, it’s not too harsh. It’s 
easy on the eyes,” he stated.

With a craving for adventure, Azizi dreams of either spending his 
days in space or becoming a racecar driver. The only issue with space? 
Although it would be “dope,” Azizi fears entering a George Clooney-like 
situation the the film Gravity; that is, floating around space until the 
end of time. Becoming a Formula 1 driver is his backup plan; imitating 
the “nyoom-ing” sounds of race cars, Azizi’s jester-like manner shines 
through his words. 

Although Azizi’s future career is uncertain, his fundamental hilarity 

will always be a constant. Talking to him is reminiscent of talking to 
an intellectual, a comedian, and a six-year-old all at the same time. 
It’s a rare thing to meet someone that can be 500 things all at once 
and yet still make sense. 

DRISCOLL SWIMS TO THE VERY TOP
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by Gabrielle Pollock
Culture Editor 

Before the sun manages to escape beyond 
the horizon, junior Mariapaula Sunzeri Her-
nandez is already wide awake, beginning her 
jam packed day. At 5:30 every Sunday morning, 
Sunzeri cruises across the Golden Gate Bridge as 
she makes her way to the Marine Mammal Center 
in Sausalito. At the center, Sunzeri volunteers 
with the youth crew program where she pursues 
her strong passion for marine biology from 7:00 
AM to 3:30 PM. 

At age six, Sunzeri developed her passion not 
only for animals, but the entire field of marine 
biology. She learned more about animal behavior, 
which triggered her interest in volunteering at the 
Humane Society of Silicon Valley. “I researched 
many different careers that involve animals and 
ultimately fell in love with mammal marine 
biology, because of the hands-on aspect with the 
animals that it provided,” she said.

Along with her frequent trips to the Clearwa-
ter Marine Aquarium in Florida, where she hopes 
to work someday, Sunzeri added scuba diving 
to her quickly-growing mammal marine biology 
repertoire. Last year, she received her scuba diving 
license. Sunzeri recalls how the process was “defi-
nitely one of the most stressful experiences that 
[she has] ever been in. However, [she] constantly 
reminded [herself] of why [she] was doing this 
and that one day [she] could become the best 
mammal marine biologist.” 

Sunzeri also enjoys painting, apparent from 
her Pinterest-inspired bedroom containing her   
dolphin paintings that line her blue ombré walls. 
She always makes an effort to brighten someone’s 

Sunzeri pursues marine biology
day by doing what she loves. “Not only do I love 
painting, but I also enjoy my friends. So, I always 
make an effort of making them feel special by 
surprising every one of them with a personalized 
painting.” Her bubbly attitude shines through her 
love of animals and for others. 

Although her passion for mammal marine 
biology is the main part of Sunzeri’s life, family 
and culture are, too. A native of Colombia, Sunzeri 
moved to the United States with her mother when 
she was six years old. “Moving from Colombia was 
a huge change in my life, but I love it here in Cali-
fornia. It’s given me opportunities that I wouldn’t 
have had in Colombia. I’m definitely glad I live 
here, but I really miss the food from Colombia.”

Coming from her Latin American culture, family 
is a huge part of Sunzeri’s life. “I can often see my 
parents’ and grandparents’ qualities in myself. My 
women role models in my life are very fiery and 
independent and I definitely take after them.” 

However, beyond her endless passion for ani-
mals and marine life lies a girl with an obsession 
with Dolphin Tale, a secret talent for art, and an 
urge to possibly become the next Moana. 

Prakash exudes strong passion for helping those in need
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Azizi constantly brings laughter to his family and friends
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