
People 17El Gato • Friday, November 17, 2017 • www.elgatonews.com

by Jordan Evans and Lauren Sanders
Editors-in-Chief

If you spin a globe and pick a spot at random, 
it’s almost guaranteed that senior Sydney Brown 
has at least visited, if not lived, there. Everywhere 
she sets foot, this bubbly ray of light leaves behind 
a trail of witty sarcasm and unmasked laughter.

Born in Madison, WI, Brown followed her family 
wherever the wind blew them, setting up shop 
in Chicago at the age of three and relocating to 
Raleigh at age seven. At thirteen, Brown moved 
to Singapore, which, according to her, “was pretty 
crazy because I thought it was in China, and then 
it wasn’t in China and it also wasn’t in Europe. I 
was like ‘where the heck is it?’”

Now that she can locate it on a map, Brown 
declares Singapore to be her favorite place that she’s 
lived due to the abundance of opportunities her 
family had there to explore the globe. “The travel-
ling that came along with living in Singapore was 
probably one of the biggest benefits to it,” Brown 
mentions. “My favorite places that I’ve traveled to 
are probably New Zealand, Austria, Australia, Swit-
zerland, [and] obviously you can’t beat Vietnam.”

Brown, now permanently living in the States, 
possesses a worldly perspective only few are 
lucky enough to have. She can adeptly juxtapose 
cultural differences and live as a conglomerate of 
diverse influences. Despite having a repeatedly 
shuffled deck in life, Brown says she “would never 
change it.”

Throughout her nomadic life, the one constant 
Brown can always rely on is her passion for swim-
ming. “Most of my time is spent in the pool,” she 
explains, elaborating that she plows through the 
water for 18 hours a week with DeAnza Cupertino 
Aquatics. However, her scope is not limited to the 
Bay Area; an unstoppable connoisseur of travel, 
Brown has journeyed throughout the US to compete 
in meets and even adventures internationally. 

During her time in Singapore, Brown was a 
member of a swim program that was less compet-
itive than her team in Cupertino, but still served 
as one of her most memorable experiences. IASAS, 
the Interscholastic Association of Southeast Asian 
Schools, provided this aquatic aficionado with 
competition from Manila, Kuala Lumpur, Taipei, 
and Jakarta among other Southeast Asian cities. 
Brown illustrates that “all of these [swimmers] 
are so passionate, not about the sport, but about 
coming together and just racing.” Feeling forever 
bound to the friendships and unique memories 
she has accumulated through her participation in 

Brown travels abroad

IASAS, Brown “would die for just one more IASAS 
meet with all of [her] friends.”

While Brown’s swim team is much like a family 
to her, she has a large biological family of her own. 
Through having three brothers, two older and one 
younger, Brown has developed her competitive, 
spunky personality. “We tend to challenge each 
other in this household,” says Brown, explaining 
that her older brother’s attempts at the ukulele are 
what spurred her to pick up the instrument herself. 
Brown’s creative juices flow like a river, guiding her 
towards her passion for not only strumming away 
on the ukulele, but tooting the trumpet, painting 
with watercolors, filming and editing vlogs, and 
various other outlets for her artistic imagination.

Brown will welcome any new friend with a smile 
and some wild gesticulations, just as she does for 
the incoming freshmen of LGHS. As a member 
of UP, or Unconditionally Positive, Brown works 
towards creating an inviting environment for all 
students, explaining that she has “always felt a 
connection to peer support” because of her mobile 
upbringing and her introduction to an abundance 
of new communities.

Brown is the secret ingredient for happiness 
that LGHS didn’t know it needed. Her contagious 
positivity and humor serve as warmth on even the 
gloomiest of days, and her inexorable compassion is 
much like an umbrella through the stormy journey 
of high school. If you’re lucky enough to catch 
her in a second of free time, take a page out of 
Brown’s book and lead your life with the charisma 
and enthusiasthat govern hers.

Judy summits kilimanjaro
by Katherine Monsef
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Junior Ryan Judy is a dedicated philanthropist, 
world traveler and explorer, and frequent worker at 
his brother’s ranch. He loves to explore the outdoors 
through hiking and running cross country alongside 
his teammates.

This past summer, Judy climbed the highest 
mountain in Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro. The ascent 
began in Tanzania in the African savanna climate, 
followed by a rainforest, then a barren desert with 
small shrubs, and eventually the summit where 
glaciers rest on the mountain. 

The journey took him five days, as he needed 
time to acclimate to the lower oxygen levels. He 
recalled being out of breath simply when he was 
standing. He couldn’t eat much food due to his 
altitude sickness as well. Judy describes his most 
memorable emotions from the trek, stating that 
there is this “feeling at the top when you [have] 
made it and you can see all across Kenya.” He even 
says it was “the worst part and the best part” due 
to the freezing temperatures and forceful winds. 

Besides climbing the mountain, Judy’s main 
focus in Tanzania was working through Projects 
Abroad in the city of Arusha. There, he stayed 
with a host family for a month and served in an 
understaffed hospital. As a part of the job, he took 
patients’ blood, wrote medical notes, and tried to 
communicate through translators and with other 
children who spoke English. He assisted patients of 
all kinds while always hoping to make a difference 
in their lives. He took away this notion that, “you 
don’t need a lot to live and to be happy.”

In addition to this service trip, Judy also trav-
eled to Mexico this summer with his church to build 
houses. He goes for a week every year and stays 
in an orphanage which houses an abundance of 
children who love the presence of the volunteers.

Volunteering clearly stands out as one of Judy’s 
passions. Every week he heads over to Robert F. 
Kennedy Elementary School in East San Jose to help 
young kids learn to read. Through the organization 
Reading Partners, he often meets with the same 
kids for two hours and builds connections with 
each child as they practice. He continues to return 
there week after week because he believes reading 
is a valuable skill. Judy especially loves observing 
the children’s progress as they struggle and finally 
find confidence in their skills.

In addition, Judy currently works to become an 
Eagle Scout. Right now, he is a Boy Scout, but he 
just completed his Eagle Scout project in hopes of 
becoming an Eagle Scout by the end of this year. 
For his project, Judy built an arbor in Martial Cottle 
Park in San Jose. He organized and planned out 
the details, and then he led his team of fellow Boy 
Scouts as they constructed the arbor in two week-
ends. He planned out the project for four months 
and collected funding from local Rotary Clubs. 

His Boy Scout troop has been together since first 
grade. They have meetings, volunteer sessions, and 
campouts together frequently. The monthly cam-
pouts include camping, backpacking, and bonding 
over weekends. 

Judy additionally works alongside his brother at 
his ranch in the Santa Cruz Mountains. He usually 
spends his Sundays at the ranch doing maintenance 
and various tasks to refurbish the ranch. A few 
weeks ago, he spent a day replacing the roof of 
a barn so that the horses can remain dry in the 
upcoming winter rain. He spends a significant 
amount of time with his brother and proclaims 
that “this job brought [them] a lot closer together.”

During his free time, Judy enjoys going on 
runs to clear his head. He also runs for the high 
school and just finished his season of cross country. 
Personally, he had a successful season, but more 
importantly he enjoyed going on runs while min-
gling with his running friends. 

One of Judy’s main goals is to be adventurous 
and try new experiences by stepping outside of his 
comfort zone. He constantly works towards this goal 
by trying new things and discovering new places 
everywhere. He says, “I really love doing things 
where I think of myself as the person who would 
never do that.”

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

Adventure and ambition have been the driving forces that fresh-
man Ajay Natarajan lives by throughout the course of his first year 
of high school. A man of many surprises, Natarajan says he is heavily 
involved in rap and athletics but maintains his central focus on school. 

Currently, Natarajan raps as a hobby, producing his music via 
SoundCloud and YouTube. He states how rapping “is another way to 
express [himself]” through rhythm and poetry and it traces from his 
passion and desire to write and put his thoughts into words. This act 
of putting pen to paper and revealing a new product is what Natarajan 
values most in rap. 

Natarajan has additionally received support from his parents; they 
are especially important in offering him ideas to bring up in his music. 
He finds beats and rhythms online and inserts his own words into the 
piece to make a song. Beginning this hobby in seventh grade when 
Natarajan, still looks at rapping as one of his most treasured hobbies. 

Natarajan describes his personality in perhaps the most ludicrous 
way possible, comparing himself to sushi. He visualizes the seaweed 
as being at the bottom of the sea, comparable to his position as a 
freshman on campus. However, Natarajan reflects that he is gradually 
climbing up the layers in a sushi roll and making a name for himself. 
This type of analogy accurately reflects Natarajan’s personality; he is 
a wild and inquisitive individual who partakes in a variety of academic 
and athletic activities. 

Natarajan is currently trying out for the freshman basketball team 
and hopes to make an impression on the court. Playing for nearly 
nine years now, he is quite comfortable with the game and even 
plays with his Amateur Athletic Union team, the San Jose T-Birds. 
Other than basketball, Natarajan found a keen interest in volleyball in 
middle school and continues to act on this interest. Planning to play 
volleyball in the spring, Natarajan finds himself frequently busy with 
sports matters. Freshman Matthew Driscoll states how “his feats in 
academics, sports, and even rapping only begin to describe his talents.”

Natarajan also discussed his connections back in India with his 
family who lives there. This past summer, Natarajan spent a majority of 
his time visiting relatives and attending religious activities throughout 
the country. Natarajan claims that every other year his family travels 
to India for a sense of family regathering, and he cherishes every 
experience there. 

Natarajan is a uniquely eccentric person with an exclusive orig-
inality unseen by LGHS students. Indecisive about what his future 
holds, Natarajan watches the tide roll as he courses his way through 
high school. 

Natarajan describes his authentic passion for rapping
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Although freshman Isabella Debling only recently moved to 
Los Gatos, she is already inspiring peers and spreading her love and 
compassion to others. Fellow students, friends, teammates, and 
teachers all adore the jubilant water polo player whose contagious 
laughter and positive attitude brighten every room she walks into.

Until Debling was ten years old, she lived in Cambridge, England, 
where she and her tight knit group of friends would “always have a 
lot of fun hanging out in town or going to [their] favorite fish and 
chips shop.” Five years ago, Debling’s family moved to Saratoga, 
where they lived before taking the opportunity to move to Los Gatos 
a year and a half ago. Debling quickly found a place upon arriving at 
LGHS, taking part in the leadership class and joining the girls water 
polo team. From Cambridge to California, Debling said that some of 
the most notable differences were America’s yellow school buses, 
the more supportive school dynamic, and the harder course load. 
While she definitely misses her friends in the UK, the world traveler 
says if she had the opportunity to move back, she would choose to 
stay in California, excitedly expressing that “California life is good.”

In England, Debling loved to play field hockey; however, she 
claims that her decision to branch out by starting water polo in Los 
Gatos was “one of the best decisions [she’s] ever made.” The team’s 
exceptional bond and friendship in and out of the pool has helped 
make the nerve-racking transition to a new high school much easier 
for the new player. This experience has allowed Debling to make 
incredible bonds that will last year round.  The swimmer reflected 
on her favorite memory of the season, which was “when we won 
leagues with an undefeated season. I dare anyone to top that off 
because it was an amazing season.”

When Debling isn’t spending time with her friends or playing 
water polo, she spends her weekends working at Dolce Spazio, where 
she loves to make conversation with customers and her coworkers 
while serving some delicious gelato. In the future, Debling hopes 
to continue her water polo career in college; her list of possible 
majors is endless, including a range of topics such as business, law, 
technology, and surgery. However, she is always adding new interests 
to this tentative list. The student athlete is planning to join the 
LGHS swim team, focusing on keeping up her grades, and continuing 
to “love life, love [her] friends, and just cherish every moment.” 

Optimistic, lovable, and fearless, Debling is ready for anything 
the world throws at her. Her ambitious yet cheerful attitude sets 
her apart from the crowd and adds a little bit of laughter to every-
one’s day.
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