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by Jordan Evans
Editor-in-Chief

Before you know it, his piercing blue eyes and 
stylish black and pink jacket strike you from across 
the quad. Whose charisma can you sense from afar? 
It’s none other than freshman Ethan Sanders.

Hailing from the mountain, this big fish thrived 
outside of his small pond when he started school 
at LGHS, which added over 400 students to his 
previous class size. At first, Sanders felt bewildered 
amongst so many unfamiliar kids, but now he likes 
“not knowing everyone because [he] get[s] to meet 
new people and make new friends all the time.”

Sanders didn’t dawdle before diving headfirst 
into his new community as a member of the JV 
water polo team, ultimately earning a starting 
position. The freshman is definitely no rookie; 
in his four years playing the sport, Sanders has 
competed in the Junior Olympics with the West 
Valley Water Polo Club three years in a row. His first 
year, the team made it into the gold bracket for 
the 10 and under age group, placing eighth in that 
division. Sanders was most involved at JOs his third 
year because by then, he had enhanced his skills 
and appreciation for the game; he explained that 
“when you’re younger, you’re not really playing it 
to its full potential.”

In his remaining daylight hours, Sanders shreds 
on his mountain bike at Wilder Ranch and in 
the Soquel Demonstration State Forest. His dad 
introduced him to the sport a few years ago, and 
the self-proclaimed “avid biker” affirms that it’s 
his favorite hobby. Sanders takes to the laid-
back culture of mountain biking; its emphasis on 
enjoying the rush as well as the scenery fosters his 
uninhibited exploration of the activity. Last April, 
Sanders showcased his talent in the world-famous 
Sea Otter Classic cycling festival, which he called a 
“challenging yet adrenalizing experience.”

The aspiring software engineer holds various 

Sanders excels at LGHS water polo

interests inside the classroom, developing an 
affinity for art – a “nice break from all [his] hard 
classes.” Having never taken a real art class before, 
Sanders appreciates the structure of the curriculum 
paired with the freedom of working on an individual 
project. Conversely, his aptitude for math derives 
from the black-and-white nature of the subject. 
The left side of his brain likes how in math, “there’s 
one answer, and you will always get the answer no 
matter how many different times you do it.” Talk 
about a Renaissance man!

Sanders, a well-seasoned traveller, pursues his 
thrilling passions across the map. Whether he’s 
playing water polo in Hawai’i, mountain biking in 
Monterey, or ziplining in Saint Lucia, he’s sure to 
be absorbing all the world has to offer with those 
piercing blue eyes.

Edmonds shares theatrical talent
by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

While the idea of performing seems terrifying 
to most, sophomore Maxine Edmonds regards the 
stage as a second home. Her involvement and love 
for theater began when she participated in her 
first musical, stating, “Last year, I said to myself, 
‘I’ve always wanted to do a [CMT show], so I’m just 
going to do it. Then, I auditioned for the 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and I wasn’t 
expecting a big role, but it was really fun and I 
made a lot of friends.” The positive experience 
inspired her to join other shows, including “Evita” 
and the “Hunchback of Notre Dame.” Each perfor-
mance keeps her motivated to pursue a career in  
musical theater. 

Edmonds believes her theatrical experience will 
allow her to express and reveal her true nature. 
“People always think I’m really quiet, but that’s why 
I want to perform – I want to show them who I really 
am,” commented Edmonds. She finds expressing 
herself easiest when she’s dancing, singing, and 

acting on a stage in front of an audience. Playing 
a role provides her with a sense of clarity she 
fails to find elsewhere, remarking, “I love playing 
different people because when I’m myself, I can 
be 500 different people. With acting, I only have 
to be one person.” 

She uses performing as a way to influence 
people positively, explaining, “I want to inspire 
people and help them learn to be kind. Whenever 
I hear someone say something rude, I stand up 
to it. I’d love to do that through performing or 
composing.” Edmonds’ kind nature makes her 
approachable and easy to be around. Her cheerful 
energy radiates and affects others with whom she 
interacts, creating a sense of unity and belonging 
among those she knows. 

While performing is her primary passion, 
Edmonds loves to travel, especially with her family. 
Last summer, she traveled to New York to see the 
musical Dear Evan Hansen and, during the trip, 
fell in love with the city, inspiring her to return 
in the future. “I love all the buzz and people of 
New York. I hated it when I first got there, but 
then I just grew to like it. Now, all the time, I just 
say, ‘I want to go to New York right now.’ There’s 
so many things to do there,” gushed Edmonds. 
She also enjoys traveling outside of the country, 
identifying several European countries as some of 
her favorite destinations to visit. When speaking 
of her travels outside the United States, Edmonds 
said, “I like learning about the different cultures. 
I don’t bring my phone with me, and I walk around 
with my family, learning new things and listening 
to different languages.”

Whether it’s five or ten years in the future, 
Edmonds will be on a stage in New York, inspir-
ing and moving those watching her. Her name 
will be featured in a Playbill accompanied by 
a description of her many other wonderful, 
impressive accomplishments.

Yun wins the 2017 Coast 2 Coast live Showcase

Ward sees music as an integral part of life 

by Matt White
Media Production Editor

When senior Tim Yun is not playing football or baseball, he is 
working on building his rap career. Yun added a significant accom-
plishment to his résumé by winning the Bay Area Coast 2 Coast Live 
Mixtape Showcase in Oakland on Dec. 3.  

Yun fell in love with rap through his passion for listening to music 
and started his rap career by saving his money to purchase a computer 
and a microphone that would allow him to produce his very own music. 
Yun originally used his friends’ music software to create his own beats 
and borrow ones that they created. Yun states, “I spent lots of time 
playing with different beats, finding other beats that I liked and pro-
ducing my own lyrics. It wasn’t until the end of my junior year that 
I released my first song.” 

by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

A day in the life of junior Gigi Ward, aka Gidget, Gsquared, G-dog, 
Gig, Gigo, G, Gmoney, HeeHee, etc., begins with, like most teenagers, 
a “streaks” picture. Most likely it features her dog or a strategically 
placed laptop that is opened just enough to reveal her favorite Spo-
tify playlist. These daily Snapchats never disappoint. For Ward, this 
documents two very important aspects of her life: family and music.                                                                                 

Ward describes her family as “closely knit, but pretty much insane.” 
She has one sibling, a 14-year-old brother named Corbin Ward, who 

is currently a freshman at LGHS. She also has a full grown Shih Tzu 
named Lulu. 

Although she considers her family the most important aspect of 
her life, she also tries to spend as much time as possible with her 
friends. However, her biggest role model is 20-year-old Notre Dame 
alum Donnalee Huddleson who is currently attending Columbia College 
in Chicago for musical theater. Ward looks up to her because “she is 
so talented and passionate about what she loves. She’s pursuing her 
dreams, which is so amazing and inspiring to me especially because I 
share the same dreams as her.”

Not a day goes by where Ward does not listen to at least one of her 
Spotify playlists, and she claims music is “the center of [her] life and 
what [she] love[s].” She describes her taste as unique and inconsistent, 
but to her that makes it just right. 

To pursue her interest in music, Ward participates in the LGHS drama 
department, talent shows, and Under 21 Club. Outside of school, she 
teaches dance at the Starting Arts Theater Program in San Jose and 
performs songs as various Disney Princesses at birthday parties and 
local hospitals. On weekends and if she has free time during the week, 
she works at Lolli and Pops in downtown Los Gatos. 

After high school, Ward hopes to pursue her dreams and passion for 
musical theater. In the meantime, however, she participates in shows 
through Los Gatos Youth Theater, Bellarmine College Preparatory, and 
Starting Arts where she is a part of the “Dream Team,” an elite, audi-
tion-in group of performers that practices once a week. 

Ward is also a part of the Saratoga Federated Church youth group 
and has attended Calvary Church’s yearly trip to Hume Lake, saying 
the experience was “really life changing, especially because I wasn’t 
really religious before I went to Hume for the first time.” She says the 
trip opened her eyes to aspects of Christianity and her faith that she 
had never understood before.

Ward is hoping to travel more in the future and relive her recent trip 
to Mexico which was “a huge culture shock for [her] since [she’s] never 
really been out of the country before.” However, in the meantime you 
can find her hanging around the LGHS theater or drama room, working 
on and rehearsing for her latest performance. Outside of school, stop 
by Lolli and Pops on weekends and the occasional weekday at around 5 
PM to see Ward passing out samples in her iconic candy store uniform. 

Yun first became interested in competing in the Coast 2 Coast 
Showcase after seeing an advertisement on Instagram. He then con-
tacted Coast 2 Coast to see if he could qualify to compete in the event. 
After sharing his SoundCloud with them, Coast 2 Coast chose Tim to 
compete live against 17 other rappers. 

Leading up to the contest, Yun was uncertain of which song to 
perform at the event. He was debating whether to play his original 
songs “fast loud” or “RUNNIN DAT.”  Although “fast loud” is Yun’s 
most popular song on SoundCloud with 7174 plays, Yun and his 
friends ultimately decided that he should play “RUNNIN DAT,” which 
has 2000 plays.  

Yun was one of the last rappers to perform at the showcase, which 
“helped him settle in and become more confident. While the other 
contestants were playing, I was in the crowd thinking I was better 
than each of the other contestants.” 

After his performance, Yun patiently waited for the judges to 
decide the winner. When the judges finally began to call out the top 
five winners, “They called the fifth place winner, and my name didn’t 
come up; then they called the fourth place contestant and it wasn’t 
me. After the second place contestant was called up, I looked to my 
friend in shock. I knew I was at least a top five rapper at the showcase. 
They finally called my name and it was super surreal. Everybody started 
chanting and going nuts.” Yun then went on stage to give a speech 
and thank the crowd. “I made the speech up on the spot. I thanked 
all the judges and some other people and got the crowd going insane.”

Yun won a free trip to Miami where he will compete in the national 
showcase during Labor Day weekend next year. Coast 2 Coast also added 

his song to its Spotify playlist and will now play it on the radio. After 
winning the contest, several videographers approached him about 
making music videos and helping to promote his songs.  

He is uncertain whether he will continue his rap career in the 
future. “If I win the Miami contest, then I will probably look to take 
it to the next level.” He is looking to attend a college that has a 
good atmosphere for music, such as Los Angeles or San Francisco. He 
intends to study business because he “doesn’t need classes to become 
a better artist.”

Make sure to tune in to Yun’s new mixtape that he will release next 
month through his SoundCloud account called “timodeusz.” 
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