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by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

Picture a man with a sense of humor like Will 
Ferrell’s, a work ethic like Jerry Rice’s, and an IQ 
like Stephen Hawking’s. What does that man look 
like? That man is senior Jack Cope.  

Known for his determined mindset on the foot-
ball field, Cope says that his outlook on the game 
all started with his coach freshman year, Fabian 
Morales, who told him that he always needs to 
play with “focus, effort, and aggressiveness.” Cope 
comments that he remembers those qualities every 
time he goes out to play. When speaking about 
what’s going through his head when he dominates 
the guy across from him in football, Cope explained: 
“It’s nothing personal out there, it’s just two guys 
competing against each other.” After finishing his 
high school football tenure at LGHS, Cope enjoys 
spending all the free time he has on his hands. 
While he has a few college applications left, Cope 
spends the majority of his free time simply “enjoy-
ing life or hanging out with friends.

 As for where Cope sees himself in ten years, 
he has a few interesting ideas. While on one, more 
practical, hand, he would like to end up back in 
the Silicon Valley working for local company, on 

Cope coasts his way Through life

the other, more extravagant, hand, he would like to 
win the lottery and buy a “house in a sub-tropical 
climate with, you know, a nice beachfront view 
that’s maybe two stories tall.” In this house, Cope 
would prefer to live with his “dogs and bros.” Cope 
has three dogs, two of which are Yorkshire Terriers 
named Marley and Chloe, and one is a black lab 
named Bodie. When asked if he had a favorite, Cope 
utilized his maternal instinct by responding, “I can’t 
choose favorites here.”

If Cope was stranded on an island and could only 
bring one book, one movie, and one other person, 
he would choose to break the rules and bring two 
movies instead of bringing a book. Cope’s two movies 
would be two of Will Ferrell’s finest: Step Brothers 
and Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby. 
Being the resourceful guy he is, Cope would bring 
survival expert Bear Grylls because he feels it would 
offer him the best chance of survival.

Does Cope have a philosophy he lives his life by? 
When considering this, Cope profoundly responded, 
“No.” Rather, Cope just treats each day like a new 
adventure, saying that the main thing that gets 
him out of bed each morning besides his alarm is 
his passion to “see some friends, have some fun, 
make some good memories, and have a good time.”

Çetin travels and explores new cultures
by Erin Grasty
Media Production Editor

On the surface, freshman Kayra Çetin seems 
like the average teenager: she enjoys binging Net-
flix, listening to music, and adding pages to her 
bullet journal. But with one short conversation, an 
outsider can quickly grasp the honesty and depth of 
Çetin’s personality, relationships, and background.

Outside of school, Çetin spends her time trav-
eling the world with her family. Last summer, she 
explored the streets of both New York and Istanbul. 
Regarding the three weeks she spent visiting rel-
atives in Turkey, Çetin explains, “My whole entire 
family lives there, and it’s just my parents and my 
sister that live here.” 

For Thanksgiving break, Çetin flew to Beijing 
with her immediate family. She visited the Great 
Wall of China and the Summer Palace, where her dad 
both broke and dislocated his ankle, making for an 
eventful rest of her vacation spent at the hospital.

With the majority of her family in Turkey, Çetin 
speaks fluent Turkish, but that is not the only 
language she has mastered. Çetin is trilingual; she 
speaks English, Turkish, and French. From preschool 
to fifth grade, Çetin went to the French American 
School of Silicon Valley. “During those seven years, 

it was basically all French culture. We read all the 
comic books that were French, and we had French 
teachers,” she says about her experience in ele-
mentary school. At her school, Çetin interacted and 
developed connections with students from around 
the Bay Area, as well as from France.

With her knowledge of the French language, 
Çetin started her freshman year in French 3. At 
LGHS, Çetin involves herself in advanced classes 
and tackles them well by staying organized and 
on top of her school work. Outside of school, she 
goes to rowing five days a week. Çetin does it all; 
from school to sports, you’d think her schedule 
is already full, yet she’s well-rounded and makes 
amazing connections with the people around her. 
“When I’m not at school and rowing, I’m always 
hanging out with friends and family. I’m a really 
big people person,” Çetin adds about her social life.

When asked about what she takes pride in, Çetin 
says, “I am proudest of the person I am becoming. 
I feel like I am on a good path right now.” Çetin 
has all of her ducks in a row and will be the most 
put-together freshman you meet at LGHS. This 
friendly and genuine soul never fails to impress 
her peers with sincere and worthwhile interactions.

Gundotra shares a variety of her favorite pastimes

Sells aspires to play soccer in college

by Katherine Monsef and Jamie Blough
Graphics Designer and Culture Editor

Many know sophomore Sam Gundotra as a skilled field hockey 
player, but she has so many more quirks which accompany her sweet, 
funny personality. She dedicates time to school, work, and sports, while 
also making time for her favorite people: friends and family. Gundotra 
says she “can’t live without them.”

Often, people fail to see Gundotra as the dedicated nap-taker she is. 
She spends at least an hour every day recharging after school and sports 
with a nap, claiming it is more of a religious practice than anything. 

Alongside napping, Gundotra says her favorite pastimes include 
watching movies, binging Netflix, and listening to podcasts. She often 
listens to business or other educational podcasts in the morning as 
a wakeup aid.

On fall afternoons, you can find Gundotra running down the trail 
and to the meadow for field hockey practice. She loves the team, as 
well as the popular field hockey apparel, saying, “my favorite thing 
about being on the team is the clothing and the opportunity it gives 
me to get closer with people I didn’t know that well before.” 

Currently, Gundotra finds herself extremely occupied with school, 
but during her infrequent free time, she enjoys drawing digitized 
graphics for companies through her friend’s business, 10th Studios. 
She also frequently works at Romantiques of Los Gatos, where she 
claims to love learning about how owners run their small businesses 
and bonding with the welcoming staff.

This year, Gundotra runs an LGHS club called Help for Her with 
her friend, sophomore Paige Kamali. The club raises money to provide 
feminine hygiene products to women in impoverished countries who 
either can’t afford or don’t have access to them. 

Gundotra’s family consists of her older brother Noah Gundotra, 
who is currently attending UC Berkeley as a freshman, and her loving 
parents. She also adores her overweight yellow lab Jackson. Gundotra’s 
family enjoys hiking the trails around Los Gatos with Jackson as part 
of their family bonding. Also, as a family, they recently embarked on 

by Dominic Dal Porto
Media Production Editor

You’re walking down the halls and see a stunning young chap. You 
take note of his overflowing backpack, as well as his stuffed soccer 
bag. He has short black hair and a glistening smile. He glances at you 
and your heart drops through the floor. You can’t stop asking yourself, 
“Who is this handsome student athlete?” He is none other than fresh-
man Cooper Sells.

Sells is one of the most energetic kids on campus. He spends his 
time hustling between school and soccer, all the while having a blast. 
Sells says that he loved his first semester of high school and is eager to 
continue his work in class. 

Sells wakes up every day excited about soccer. What is he not excited 
about? The fact that his older brother, junior Sam Sells, has already 
driven off to class, leaving him without a ride. “This school year I think 
he’s driven me three or four times total.” But he makes due, most days 
walking to school with his neighbor, freshman Tommy Comeau. 

Sells comes from a large family with two parents, two sisters, and 
two brothers all under one roof. The oldest of his three siblings is 
Grace Sells, a former Los Gatos student who graduated last year. Sells’ 
older brother, Sam, is a junior at LGHS, and his younger sister is in 
sixth grade. He says that despite his crowded household, there are few 
outbreaks of sibling rivalry, and he actually gets along very well with 
his brother. ”Out of my siblings, I connect with Sam the most. We’re 
pretty close in age and we both like the same things.” While Sam has 

photos courtesy J. Cope photos courtesy K. Çetin

the vegan journey, finding pleasure in baking and cooking healthy 
animal product-free masterpieces while watching 60 Minutes together. 
Her favorite thing to bake with her parents is vegan banana bread. 

Because of her family’s strict diet restrictions, they often dine out 
at the famous Veggie Grill, which Gundotra classifies as her favorite 
restaurant. This new dietary practice resulted from watching the 
horrifying documentary, Forks Over Knives, a film which persuades 
its viewers to explore the health benefits of veganism. 

After taking blows to her dietary practices from friends, she 
exclaims: “I’m not afraid of the haters anymore. I’m ready to be an 
open vegan.” photos courtesy S. Gundotra

done well in his high school career so far, Cooper admires his older sister 
for the example she’s set for him. “She was able to balance school with 
extracurriculars and keep a fun social life, which is something I hope 
to do in my high school years.” 

Sells exells in school and is proud to be a Wildcat. His favorite class 
this year is Honors Biology with Mr. Schultz. Even though it has proven 
to be difficult, he is still enthusiastic about the course. “Bio is my hardest 
class, but I’m definitely learning the most in those 90 minutes compared 
to my other periods.” He remarked that he loved the biosphere project, 
and he can’t wait to start on the fruit fly project this spring.

However, after class, Sells embodies a new persona. With his cleats 
and shin guards on, he’s a beast on the soccer field. Sells started playing 
soccer when he was three and has continued season after season, never 
looking back. “At first I played just because it was a sport I liked, but its 
since evolved into a part of me I couldn’t live without.” Last fall, Sells 
played club soccer with De Anza Force, but this winter, he’s playing on 
the high school JV team. Following in his brother’s footsteps of playing 
outside defender, Sells constantly pushes the team to greater heights. 
He looks forward to practice every day and is disappointed when it ends 
because he knows he’ll have to wait another day to play again. Sells 
hopes to play soccer in college, D1 if possible, for his dream school, 
UC Santa Barbara.

So whether you see him working diligently in the classroom, or you 
find him training hard on the soccer field, feel free to say “Hi” to Sells; 
he loves making new friends. photos courtesy C. Sells


