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by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

If you see senior Gwen Erdosh on campus, 
she’s likely discussing the most recent revelation 
involving her vast collection of bugs. Her passion 
for the subject of entomology, the scientific study 
of insects, began when she was around six years old. 
Erdosh described herself catching caterpillars and 
raising them in cages while also catching other bugs 
and trying to determine their species. “I’d spend 
hours on the Internet trying to identify something 
based on its characteristics,” she explained.

Erdosh’s curiosity for bugs grew into something 
much more when she had the opportunity to attend 
an entomology camp at UC Davis several summers 
ago. At camp, she learned how to identify and 
collect insects, specifically gaining expertise in the 
practice of “spreading” dead insects on a board. 
Erdosh described, “the natural position of an insect 
is with its wings closed, so to better study and view 
it, you spread its wings.” She continued, “it’s really 
fun; I’m actually in the middle of doing it at my 
house right now.”

In fact, Erdosh has a collection of over 500 bugs 
at home, and “it’s definitely growing,” she stated. 
After attending camp at UC Davis for three sum-
mers, she gained a unique opportunity to pursue a 
five-week summer internship at Cornell University 
in Ithaca, New York. This came about while she was 
touring the campus and met an esteemed professor 
in the Entomology Department. After an engaging 
conversation, she was shocked when he asked 
her to conduct research with him in a lab over 
the summer. Reflecting on her internship, Erdosh 
recounted, “it was the best experience of my life.” 
At Cornell, she applied her etymology knowledge 
and expanded her skills to a greater extent, even 
discovering two new species of moths. 

In addition to her scientific interest in insects, 
Erdosh is passionate about raising public aware-
ness to diminish harmful stereotypes surrounding 
bugs. “I think it’s really important for people to 
understand that insects aren’t frightening… a lot 
of people see a moth and expect that it’s eating 
their clothes and don’t know that 99 percent of 
moths don’t eat clothes.”

Erdosh shares her passion for entomology

 Besides her intense devotion to entomology, 
Erdosh spends her time coaching children’s gymnas-
tics at West Valley. She began the sport herself as 
a toddler, and started Xcel competitive gymnastics 
at 13 years old after her coach convinced her to 
join the intense program. She quickly progressed 
through the levels of Xcel from silver to gold to 
platinum and competed from January to May during 
her three years in the program.

At the beginning of junior year, Erdosh faced 
the decision of either continuing platinum Xcel or 
teaching younger gymnasts, and she ultimately 
chose the latter. Although the decision was far from 
easy, Erdosh enjoys seeing growth in the students 
she teaches in her one-on-one lessons. She said, “I 
really like when a kid comes in knowing literally 
nothing about gymnastics and to see them progress 
and gain confidence and experience.” 

If you see Erdosh around, ask her about her 
passion for bugs and the instagram she runs 
with over 12,000 followers. “Follow my account  
@the.lepidopterist,” Erdosh said, where she posts 
updates about her bug collection and research.

Hawk competes as national swimmer
by Austin Yung
News Editor

At a staggering six feet six inches tall, sopho-
more Dylan Hawk dominates the swimming com-
petition as he effortlessly glides through the water, 
while his computer programming skills interest the 
likes of Microsoft. Hawk lives an ambitious life and 
always strives to be the best in whatever he does.

From 5 to 7 AM and 3 to 6 PM, Hawk swims at 
Santa Clara Swim Club, making varsity on the LGHS 
swimming team his freshman year. His athleticism 
and dedication are quite impressive, as he practices 
every day of the week, never missing a practice or 
swim meet. 

Hawk’s love for the aquatic sport originated 
from his parents; they encouraged him to swim 
at the Los Gatos Swim and Racquet Club when he 
was 10 years old. Since then, Hawk dreams of one 
day making the Olympic trials and competing in 
the Olympics. His primary focus is the individual 
medley, which consists of the 200-meter butterfly 
stroke, backstroke, breaststroke, and freestyle. 
Hawk’s fastest time is an astonishing one minute 
and 52 seconds, beating the women’s world record 
at two minutes and three seconds. 

Because of his enormous stature, Hawk is con-
stantly asked, “Why did you choose swimming over 
basketball?” Without skipping a beat, he always 

replies, “Swimming is better than basketball. In 
basketball, you have to rely on your teammates, but 
in swimming, I can focus on how I can personally 
get better and only worry about how I perform.” 
On the other hand, his friends never fail to make 
a joke about his height, regularly asking, “How’s 
the weather up there?” or “Oh hey, didn’t see you 
up there.” 

Apart from his life as a swimmer, Hawk enjoys 
working with computers and, programming occa-
sionally. Hawk’s talent in coding drew its attention 
from the technology company, Microsoft. Over the 
summer, the company asked him to create multi-
ple gaming programs of his liking. After hours of 
coding, Hawk flaunted his unnamed game. Back 
in middle school, Hawk had his own YouTube 
channel where he shared his programmed creations 
with his 15,000 subscribers, making 200 dollars 
monthly. Sadly, he had to stop due to his devotion 
to swimming, but that led him to create one last 
project: a program used to calculate his swim lap 
times accurately.

If you’re ever on the search for Hawk, you’ll 
easily spot him; he makes everyone around him 
look particularly short. If you do happen to ever 
run into him, ask him about his former YouTube 
channel, and maybe he’ll show you a video or two.

Morrell excels in both math and music

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

Freshman Eve Patterson’s quirky personality shines a new light on 
the LGHS campus as she aspires to put herself out in the world to make 
change. This world traveler is new to Los Gatos but has already made a 
memorable impression on her peers and teachers.

Patterson’s father worked for the United States Marine Corps and 
is now in the State Department, which opened the gates to Patterson’s 
life abroad. Born in Quantico, Virginia, Patterson lived here for three 
years before moving to Haymarket, Virginia. This is where she spent 
most of her childhood, and Patterson mentions how she views Quantico 
as her very first background.

However, Patterson made an abrupt transition by moving to Amman, 
Jordan, when she was eight for two years because of her dad’s work. Out 
of all the places she has lived, Patterson mentioned how Jordan was by 
far the most interesting: “It’s a third-world country and everything is 
incredibly different there.” However, Patterson cherishes the experience 
of living in Amman, seeing it as milestone in her travels through life. 

Now living in Los Gatos, Patterson stated, “I like [here] better than 
anywhere I’ve lived because my family lives here.” She enjoys spending 

time with her two younger siblings, Robert and Reagan, and her dog, 
Livvy. Patterson has family in Washington state as well, and visits there 
every so often. 

Since moving to Los Gatos in July, Patterson has a packed schedule 
with school, sports, and a number of other activities. She currently plays 
for the LGHS JV girls soccer team and also runs for the track team. She 
additionally competed on her Club soccer team, Vision. Soccer has been 
a significant involvement in Patterson’s life since she was young.

Patterson describes art as one of her main passions outside of school. 
Taking up the hobby when she was young, she continues to paint and 
draw. Patterson excitedly remarked how she “[loves] to draw animals” 
along with anything else on her mind. Another pastime she participates 
in is horseback riding, which Patterson has done “since [she] was four 
years old.” She grew up with horse stables always nearby, especially at 
her homes in Virginia. 

Patterson tries to “celebrate life” and its perks every single day. She 
is always willing to spark conversation with others, especially about the 
number of adventures she has embarked upon across the globe. Patterson 
takes no moments for granted, as she strives to fill every single day with 
a new experience like no other. 

by John Field
Editorial Editor

At only fifteen years old, junior Bryant Morrell has already 
finished LGHS’ math curriculum, completing AP Calculus BC as a 
sophomore. And, as his age suggests, he skipped a grade in elemen-
tary school. Morrell took geometry in seventh grade and has since 
rushed through the study of mathematics at a breakneck pace. After 
he conquered single-variable calculus at LGHS, Morrell proceeded to 
take number theory online – which he’s already completed. Now, 
he’s already one quarter of the way through his second course of the 
year: multivariable calculus. After completing that in June, Morrell 
is thinking about progressing to linear algebra.

Apart from being a skilled mathematician, Morrell is an excellent 
musician, capable of playing all the various instruments that make 
up the percussion section. He played in the marching band in the 
fall and now plays in the Wind Ensemble. His favorite instrument is 
the vibraphone, a metal mallet instrument. A similar wooden instru-
ment known as the marimba “is probably a close second,” he said. 
“The extra range is a lot of fun, having runs that go four octaves.” 

Being in the percussion section inevitably allows many strange 
sound effects. In one song, Gone, Morrell recounted: “I put a crotale 
on a timpani head, and then I bow it and change the tuning of the 
timpani” to make a whale sound. “I love that sound effect,” he 
commented. “It’s so random.”

Aside from playing in the Wind Ensemble and marching band, 
Morrell performs in Winter Percussion – an indoor, percussion-only 
marching competition. This year, the percussion ensemble is perform-
ing its show, entitled Spark, which features lights attached to the 
instruments as well as props. In marching shows, Morrell typically 
plays the marimba in the pit, or front ensemble. “It’s actually inter-
esting,” he noted, “because this year, the pit is the back ensemble.” 
He described a cool visual in the show following the moment of an 
impact in the show: “we duck down behind our instruments… for 
a good two phrases, we are just nowhere.”

During practices, the musicians work hard to perfect their show, 
but sometimes circumstances leave room for some fun. After getting 
his band uniform tailored, Morrell gleefully described how the tailors 
“let us keep the pieces… they’re kinda stretchy. We tried playing 
our instruments blind. It did not go very well. I was trying to play 
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Patterson describes experience as a world traveler

one of our warm-up exercises, Permutations, on the xylophone, and 
[another Winter Percussion member] moved the xylophone so I was 
shifted up too high. I was like ‘Oh, I’m too high’ so I moved down, and 
when I ended I was about a fifth below where I was supposed to be.”

As if he didn’t already have enough on his plate, Morrell fences as 
well. Although he says he isn’t serious enough to compete regularly, 
he has attended two competitions. “I placed dead last, and second 
to dead last,” he recounted, laughing. “It’s fun. You get in a lot of 
layers and poke each other with metal weapons.”

Whether you’re in need of some intellectual debates or silly jokes 
and laughs, look out for Morrell in his signature blue and orange 
jacket; the cheerful junior is never in short supply.courtesy A. Louie
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