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by John Field
Editorial Editor

The marching band concluded its season on 
Nov. 18 with a semifinals performance in Fresno. 
After months of relentlessly developing its show, 
The Storm, the band left every last bit of effort 
on the field in its last performance. With 17 total 
bands competing for a spot in the finals in the 
3A class competition, LGHS unfortunately did not 
place, claiming fourteenth place with a score of 
79.65, a decrease from the score of 79.90 from the 
group’s competition a week earlier.

However, the band still had reason to celebrate: 
the score was a massive improvement over last 
year’s final score of 75.50. With only about three 
points separating fourteenth from ninth, which is 
the lowest slot to qualify for finals, band members 
hope to continue increasing their score next year 
for an even greater achievement.

While the seniors of the band typically celebrate 
the culmination of the season the same night as its 
last competition, the band’s 8 PM performance left 
no time for a ceremonial banquet. Instead, the band 
hosted the dinner, where members received awards 
and seniors presented speeches, on Dec. 1 after the 
annual Los Gatos Tree Lighting Festival.

Earlier that day, the musicians donned their uni-
forms and headed downtown to plaza park for their 
performance at 4:45 PM. Forming an arc, the band 
performed several cheery Christmas music selections 
until 5 PM before the tree began twinkling at 6 PM.

The next day at 11 AM, in its last event of the 
year, the band marched in the parade. As with nearly 
every year, the musicians played Winter Wonderland 
while wearing Santa hats, with drum cadences in 
between each repetition of the song. Walking back 
to the school after the parade, marching season 
officially ended.

With the end of one season, however, promptly 
comes another: concert season. On Nov. 30, espe-
cially committed and talented musicians submitted 
recorded auditions for the California All-State Honor 
Band, a selective ensemble comprised of the best 
students from schools around California. On Dec. 8, 
students performed in a live audition for the Santa 
Clara County Honor Band, a highly skilled and 
selective group; seniors Eli Merg on trombone and 
John Field on tuba both placed in the honor band.

Several days later, the LGHS Orchestra and Choir 
kicked off the concert season on Dec. 13, while the 
bands, including the Jazz Ensemble, Symphonic 
Band, and advanced-level Wind Ensemble, displayed 
their talents on Dec. 14.

The band has had a busy marching season, and 
after all the hard work and drastic improvement 
members are finally able to relax — for the next 
228 days until band camp, that is.

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

Almost two months into the season, teams in the NBA are grad-
ually beginning to secure positions in their respective conferences. 
Questions are arising whether the 2018 NBA Finals will look similar 
to last year’s or if new teams will step up to the plate to earn the 
number one position. 

In December, teams continue to rearrange their positions in their 
own standings. The Boston Celtics remain in first in the Eastern Con-
ference with a record of 23 wins and only 5 losses. Right behind them 
are the Toronto Raptors with 17 wins and 7 losses. The Raptors and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, with 19 wins and 8 losses, have nearly identical 
overall winning percentages. However, Toronto still trails ahead of 
the Cavaliers in ranking. More specifically, the Cavaliers have been 
performing exceptionally well since November, during which time they 
previously ranked much lower in the Eastern Conference standings. 

In the Western Conference, the Houston Rockets are slightly ahead 
of the Golden State Warriors. While the Warriors currently have more 
wins than the Rockets, they also have more losses, causing their 
overall winning percentage to be 0.778, whereas the Rockets have a 
0.833 winning percentage. 

Warriors point guard Steph Curry reflected on his ankle injury 
as actually beneficial for the team “in the long run.” He stated “it’s 

Sam Zukin
National Editor

Playing on the LGHS tennis team since soph-
omore year, determined senior Sarah Bahsoun 
has helped carry the LGHS girls’ varsity team 
through arduous practices, strenuous league 
games, and exciting championships. Through 
her vigor and work ethic, she assisted the team 
to win both CCS and regionals. 

At the age of four, Bahsoun dabbled in 
swimming and ice skating, but she realized 
tennis was her true calling when her parents 
placed her in a tennis class at Courtside. At age 
eight, she only wanted to focus on tennis and 
started competing in local tournaments around 
age ten. Only a few years later, Bahsoun began 
participating in national tournaments all across 
the country, racking up points for both her 
national and NorCal ranking. 

Her third year on the Los Gatos team marks 
her second consecutive CCS win and first 
regional championship title. During her soph-
omore year, the team made it to semi-finals and 
Bahsoun made it her goal to win this year. Fellow 
player and doubles partner during CCS, junior 
Yana Gurevich, said, “Sarah is a really great 
player and I’ve known her for so many years. It 
was just so fun to have her on the team. She’s 
a great component to the team.”

Bahsoun played at Number 2 Singles during 
the LGHS season in the competitive De Anza 
League. Her match during CCS was one of the 
clinching matches for their victory, and she 
played the same opponent during state and was 
once again triumphant. She and Gurevich won 
CCS individuals without losing a single set. They 
were also the first seed for doubles during the 
state championship, where they played against 
skilled private school teams. 

Bahsoun is left-handed and “has two hands 
on both sides so [she] has a little touch on the 
court and moves around the players.” She credits 
her “leftie” serve as a major attribute to her 
playing ability, as she can defeat her opponents 
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Boys basketball sets high expectations for new season
by Matthew White
Media Production Editor

This years boys basketball team has high expectations after losing 
to Palo Alto last year in the CCS Finals. Los Gatos has several key 
players returning to the roster, including star seniors Dylan Belquist 
and Alex Braken-Guelke. Belquist and Braken-Guelke are looking to 
lead the team to their second-ever league title, and even hope to bring 
the school its first CCS title. 

Belquist, a 6’7’’ forward who recently committed to play bas-
ketball at the University of San Francisco, is extremely motivated 
after the heartbreaking loss to Palo Alto last year.  He stated, 
“I felt how close we were to achieving our first CCS victory, so I 
started to train every day and do anything I can to come out on top  
this year.” Belquist’s hard work this offseason has certainly paid off as 
the team has started the year 7-0 and recently won the King’s Academy 
Paul Stapes Classic tournament.  

The team will have several contributors this year, but they are cur-
rently missing  Braken-Guelke, who is recovering from an ankle injury. 
Braken-Guelke believes this year’s team has a lot of good features that 

NBA teams compete for first place spots in the league

will lead them to success. He said, “a lot of good guard play as well as 
athletic big man. I think this team works really hard and is unselfish, 
which will help us go far.” The guard depth will include seniors Frank 
Polisso, Joseph Cavanaugh, Cade Taormina; juniors Oliver Aristil, 
Marko Mihajlovic, Rhett Sommers; and sophomore Jaan Jaffri. The 

Bahsoun wins CCS gold 

better it happened now rather than later in the season. It gives me 
time to get healthy and the team time to find continuity.” The fight 
between teams in the Western Conference seems to be centered around 
the Rockets and Warriors. 

While Milwaukee Bucks starter Giannis Antetokounmpo appeared 
very likely to earn the MVP position last month, LeBron James and 
James Harden have once again become involved in the race for the 
title. James Harden has now earned the new position as the NBA’s 
leader in points per game at 32.3. Kyrie Irving is another possible 
frontrunner for the position, as he has been leading the Boston Celtics 
to a winning record. 

Currently, the Chicago Bulls are suffering with a record of 5 wins 
and 20 losses. With Zach Lavine out from knee injury, the Bulls have 
had some trouble connecting and playing defensively. However, Lavine 
stated that “We’re looking to improve. We don’t have that loser mental-
ity. I know I’m not a loser. They’re not losers. We’re in the right state 
of mind.” Lavine is likely to come back in January, and the Bulls are 
hoping to change their position.

Less than a quarter of the way into the season, there is still a 
significant amount of time for teams to battle against one another 
for a rank in the playoffs. However, a few teams in specific are 
already making a name for themselves in terms of their records.                            
(Sources: NBA, ESPN, Bleacher Report, CBS Sports, Sports Illustrated)

big men for the team will include senior Robert Nelson and juniors 
Noah Newberry and Ian Van Sciver.  

The team has looked impressive so far with key victories over San 
Mateo, Branham, and King’s Academy. Belquist broke the school record 
for most points in a single game with 44 in the opening game against 
Leigh. After the game, Belquist stated, “I didn’t know I had 44 points 
in the game until after the game when Coach Toby told me. I was really 
surprised because I didn’t think I played well, but it’s crazy knowing 
that I set the record.” Belquist connected on 22 out of 27 free throws 
to help the team to an overtime win.  

The team has a tough slate ahead of them as they prepare for 
state champions; they will face Mission High School and other com-
petitive league opponents including Cupertino, Wilcox, and Los Altos. 
Taormina believes that “Palo Alto is the toughest league opponent, 
but we cannot take any nights off because anybody can beat someone 
on any given night.”

Los Gatos looks forward to an exciting season as they will have 
many challenging opponents. They will face Saratoga tonight at 7 PM 
on the road.  

easily, as most right-handed players are not 
accustomed to the serve. 

Over the summer, Bahsoun achieved a 
great feat when she and her partner, Sara 
Choy, won some college tournaments and 
 earned prize money. 
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PLAY IT AGAIN: The band walks through LG for the Holiday Parade.

DUNK IT: Los Gatos player Belquist jumps to dunk the ball in the net, earning LG two points.

GOLDEN: Bahsoun (left) shows off her first place CCS trophy.

READY FOR ACTION: The band lines up as they prepare to perform.

LOOK OUT: Boston Jae Crowder leaps to block a shot from Washington player John Wall.

GOING FOR THE GOLD: Houston Rockets player James Harden goes for a shot during a game.
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Considered the most sarcastic person on 
the team, Bahsoun takes pride in her satirical 
humor. Her outgoing and extroverted person-
ality helps with team dynamics, especially in 
stressful situations where her jokes can get her 
teammates out of their funk. 

Bahsoun will continue her tennis career at 
Claremont McKenna College (CMC), where she 
loves both the campus and the team. When the 
CMC coach David Schwarz offered her a spot on 
the team, she “knew she was going to take it the 
moment he offered it.” Even though she holds 
tennis close to her heart, she acknowledges 
the importance of academics. “Even though 
it’s D-III, it’s one of the top D-III programs in 
the country. As much as I love tennis, I wanted 
to focus more on my academics and balance 
the two.” 

Her sociable personality and determination 
to win make Bahsoun an invaluable and talented 
athlete. She knows what she wants, and with 
her unmatched skills, she will go far in all of 
her aspirations. 


