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by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

As its regular season draws to a close, the LGHS 
club hockey team continues to dominate on the ice. 
A quick turnaround from last year’s 0-11 record, 
the second year of this team’s existence proves the 
up and coming skill its players. 

The club consists of two teams: JV and varsity. 
The JV team plays games on Saturdays and Sundays, 
while the varsity team plays on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Although typically juniors and seniors 
occupy varsity positions, several underclassmen 
on the team represent the youth and future of a 
vital LGHS program. 

The club belongs to the Sharks High School 
Hockey League, which includes other schools such 
as Bellarmine College Preparatory, Archbishop 
Mitty, Valley Christian, Willow Glen, Saint Francis, 
and Pioneer. Due to the fact that the league is San 
Jose Sharks-based, the players practice and play 
games at Solar4America Ice at San Jose, the Sharks’ 
practice rink. Occasionally, LGHS faces opposing 
teams at SAP Center, the home rink of the Sharks. 

The club’s season began in October and goes 
until playoffs, which begin in March. The playoffs 
lead to a chance to play for the state championship. 

Until then, teams play two or three games per 
month for the regular season. So far this season, the 
team holds a 4-2-2 record, with wins over Pioneer, 
Saint Francis, Mitty, and Willow Glen. 

The team qualified for the 2018 state playoffs, 
although the team will only attend with a large 
amount of commitment and an unanimous vote to 
go. However, team vote will more than likely be 
against going due to players whose club teams out-
side of school will be competing the following week-
end, so they cannot afford to injure themselves.

But until the season officially closes, the boys 
will continue to bond on the ice. Senior Andrew 
Budzinski mentioned that his favorite aspect of 
the team is “being able to play with [his] friends.” 
He elaborates that it’s nice to play for a team that 
is not as serious as his club team outside of school, 
but that when it comes down to playoffs, “everyone 
still gets serious.”

Although the club ice hockey team is a rel-
atively new addition to LGHS’ diverse campus, 
it proves that with a community of passionate 
players, a team can make a quick turnaround. 
While not well-known, the ice hockey team 
continues to impress, so make sure to catch 
a game and listen for state playoff updates.  
(Source: Sharks High School Hockey)

by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer

Amidst every other popular, televised sport lies an uncommon but 
equally captivating activity: competitive rock climbing. Each year, 
hundreds of US athletes attend the Open and Youth National Cham-
pionships. The 2018 Open (adult) Bouldering Nationals took place Feb. 
2 and 3 in the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
USA Climbing, the national non-profit rock climbing organization, held 
the Youth Nationals a week later in the same venue. 

Despite what one may think, rock climbing competitions are 
not actually based on how fast someone can climb a wall. Instead, 

the competitions are meticulously planned, and different climbs are 
“set,” or created, for each category. In adult competitions, there is a 
male and female category.  But in youth competitions, competitors 
are divided by both gender and age. On each climb there are marked 
“holds,” or plastic rocks, with a certain point value. For example, the 
finish hold on a climb would have a 25-point marker placed on it. The  
climber with the highest number of points wins the competition. 

In each competition, athletes are given a set of three to four brand 
new climbs, and they have about four minutes to complete each. In 
between climbs, competitors have a resting period of the same amount 
of time, but they are not allowed to watch any other climber on the 
wall. Rather than trying to finish the route as fast as possible, the 
only goal is to make it to the top during the allotted time. Competition 
designers create courses so any given competitor will fall; without 
falls, there is no way to separate who will win. 

In addition, the competitions are also separated into three different 
disciplines: bouldering, sport climbing, and speed climbing. In the 
fall and winter, USA Climbing hosts the bouldering championships, 
and in the spring and summer season, they focus on sport and speed 
championships. When bouldering, climbers work on walls that are 
shorter, usually around 14 to 18 feet tall, with no safety ropes. But 
even though there are no ropes, climbers can safely fall onto thick 
foam crash pads. On the other hand, in sport and speed climbing, 
climbers are attached to a rope. Sport climbing is usually seen as 
“normal climbing” where a climber works their way up the wall at their 
own pace and is caught by the rope when they fall. Speed climbing 

by Henry Lamb
News Editor

The 2018 Winter Olympics kicked off its two-
week-long competition in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea, on Fri., Feb. 9, with the opening ceremonies. 
South Korean figure skater Yuna Kim took the torch 
on its final leg as she lit the Olympic cauldron, 
officially signaling the start of the games.

The opening ceremonies contained many mem-
orable moments that had social media talking. 
Pita Taufatofua, who competes as a cross country 
skier, returned to his job of carrying the Tonga flag 
this Olympics. He set social media on fire during 
the 2016 Summer Olympics for carrying the flag 
shirtless and greased up. He reportedly received 
the loudest cheer of the night.

Many eyes were also on the unified Korea team, 
comprised of North Korean and South Korean 
athletes, as they marched out together during the 
ceremony. This is the first time in history that the 
two countries have joined forces to compete as a 
single team. Many see the outcome of this coop-
eration as having heavy implications for easing 
tensions between the two countries.

The US also had a noteworthy march during the 
ceremony, as they entered the stadium to the South 
Korean pop smash “Gangnam Style.” The song was 

Ice hockey improves record

Golden State Warriors struggle through a losing streak
by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

Going into the all-star break, the Warriors mindset hasn’t 
exactly been golden. After losses to the Denver Nuggets, the 
Utah Jazz, and the Oklahoma City Thunder, the Warriors dropped 
three out of four games for the first time this season. While the  
Warriors still have the best record in the NBA, they have obvi-
ously been struggling the past couple of weeks. Last season, the 
Warriors had the best defensive efficiency rating in the league, 
whereas this season they rank number six. Draymond Green and  
Kevin Durant have both acquired 12 or more technicals, creating another 
issue contributing to the Warriors struggles. Green recently received a  
50 thousand dollar fine for the language he used when he yelled 
at the referees. 

Even though the Warriors have not been playing their abso-
lute best basketball, they still have a better record than teams 
such as the Houston Rockets, Cleveland Cavaliers, and the Boston 
Celtics. Boston, Cleveland, and Houston are widely regarded as the  
Warrior’s greatest threats to winning what could be their third title 
in four years. 

Competitive rock climbers ascend to championships

Against Houston, the Warriors have lost the season series 2-1, 
however played them very close each time. The Rocket’s young center 
Clint Capela attempted to bash the Warriors by telling the press, “We’re 
better than them.” Former MVP Kevin Durant responded by saying “You 
hear it from guys like Capela… His job is not as hard. When your job 
is that hard, you know you can’t just come out there and say [stuff] 
like that.” Clearly, if these two teams meet in the playoffs, it will be 
a series to behold. 

Koreas unite for Olympics

is exactly what it sounds like – the fastest climber in the category 
wins the competition. 

At Open Nationals, competitors battled against one another in the 
qualifying, semi-final, and final rounds. During finals on Feb. 3, the top 
six male and female athletes aged 16 or older took on a new set of four 
specific climbs. Nathaniel Coleman placed first in the men’s category 
after finishing every climb on his first attempt. For the women, Alex 
Puccio won her eleventh national title. 

Keep an eye out for bouldering, sport, and speed climbing in 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, where it will be joining the long list  
of events as a trial sport.     
(Sources: Rock and Ice, Climbing Magazine, USA Climbing, IFSC) 

The Warriors split the season series with Boston, losing 
earlier in the season in the TD Garden, but winning the most  
recent matchup in Oracle Arena. Between Boston’s young talent, coach-
ing, and depth, they are the current favorite to come out of the Eastern 
Conference in the playoffs. Boston acquired three high picks in the  
Kevin Garnett trade in 2013. Since then, Boston has drafted two 
young stars Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown – the Celtics traded its 
third pick for all star Kyrie Irving. Clearly, unless Cleveland figures 
some of their problems out, Boston could be the new champions of 
the Eastern Conference.

Lately, there has been an large amount of turmoil in Cleve-
land. The team recently went on a firesale at the trade dead-
line, sending players including Isaiah Thomas, Dwyane Wade, 
Iman Shumpert, Jae Crowder, Derrick Rose, Channing Frye and  
others to new homes. 

Despite some of these recent struggles, if the Warriors decide 
to play the way every NBA follower knows they can, they will 
find themselves flying even higher at the conclusion of this  
year’s season.     
(Sources: ESPN, Bleacher Report)

a tribute to the host of the Olympics, as “Gangnam 
Style” is by far the most popular song ever to come 
from South Korea.

With so many events and athletes, here are a 
few to keep track of:

Shaun White: This snowboarder is back after a 
less than notable outing at the last winter Olympics 
in Sochi. He has previously won two Olympic gold 
medals in 2006 and 2010 for the men’s halfpipe 
event. He will have competed on Weds., Feb. 14 
at 8:30 PM.

Lindsey Vonn: One of the greatest female Alpine 
skiers of all time, Vonn is looking to win her second 
gold medal this year at age 33. She also holds the 
record for eight world cup season titles for down-
hill. You can watch her in the Women’s Super-G on 
Fri., Feb. 16 at 6 PM.

Chloe Kim: Keep an eye out for this young 
prodigy who, at age seventeen, competed in the 
halfpipe event. She was a heavy favorite to win the 
event despite her young age. On Mon., Feb. 12, Kim 
took home a gold medal for Team USA.

New Countries: Ecuador, Eritrea, Kosovo, Malay-
sia, Nigeria, and Singapore will be making their 
Winter Olympic debut this year. All eyes will be 
on these new countries to see if they can make a 
splash in their debut.

Closing ceremonies for the games will be 
Mon., Feb. 25.        
(Sources: CBS Sports, ESPN)
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TURN IT AROUND: Warriors point guard Stephen Curry dribbles around his opponent.

SWERVE: Olympic skier Lindsey Vonn maneuvers around a flag.

courtesy wikimedia commons

POSE FOR A PIC: The ice hockey team smiles for a quick shot.

HE’S A KEEPER: Sophomore goalie Caymus Stevens blocks a shot.

JUMP IN: Shaun White leaps through the air during a warmup run.
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ROCK AND ROLL: Claire Burfeind smiles at the crowds after reaching the top of a climb.

PUSHING IT: Professional climber Alex Puccio looks for a way to advance up the wall.
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