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CFB competition continues
by Nate White
Sports Editor

As college football playoffs are approaching, 
teams keep knocking each other off the map. Game-
day remains a thrill going from early morning to late 
at night every Saturday for fans across the country. 

The SEC is currently controlling college football, 
and Alabama maintains its throne as the best team 
in the country at 9-0. However, critics claim they 
have yet to be tested by a legitimate team. Despite 
this, analysts still acknowledge Alabama’s superior 
talent and overall dominance. Texas A&M has pro-
vided the biggest challenge to the Tide so far this 
year; however, the Tide is set to face off against the 
equally as talented Auburn Tigers in two weeks. The 
second team in the nation is the Georgia Bulldogs, 
also with an undefeated record. After their win over 
Notre Dame by one point, viewers argued for their 
replacement as number one. 

Ranked third is the fighting Irish of Notre Dame. 
With notable wins against fourteenth-ranked North 
Carolina State and an eleventh-ranked USC, the Irish 
possess a significant resume, especially for a team 
with no conference. Their only loss comes against 
Georgia; however, if Josh Adams keeps dominating 
the running game, their luck should continue. 

Defending National Champions, the Clemson 
Tigers, have stuck to their principles from last year. 
A solid defense and efficient offense continue to 
get the job done, as the Tigers sit on a 8-1 record. 
Fellow ACC competitor Miami looks powerful as quar-
terback Malik Rosier has stepped up his game, while 
Miami’s defense has controlled opposing offenses. 
The Miami turnover chain is working, while the “U” 
has established itself as a real competitor for the 
National Championship.

by John Field 
Editorial Editor

After three months of memorization of drill and music, the 
LGHS Marching Band and Color Guard completed its show in mid-
October, extending it to nearly seven minutes. Although several 
practices were canceled due to poor air quality, the band rapidly 
learned in the time it had. The band also created props to use for 
the show, which feature large, quickly interchangeable images 
matching the symbolism of the music and visuals. Some images 
depict cracked earth to represent drought, lightning for the climax 
of the show, and flowery fields for the slower, lyrical section.

At the Senior Night football game, Oct. 27, band seniors walked 
down the field with parents, reminiscing about favorite memories 
before taking pictures at the balloon arch. After playing pep 
band music in the stands for the first half, the band performed 
the last part of the show, newly learned and choreographed, for 
the first time, although time restrictions dictated that the band 
skip the first minute or so of the show. Following halftime, the 
band returned home to rest for the following day’s competition.

by Matt White 
Media Production Editor

As Sports Illustrated journalist Ben Reiter predicted back in a June 
2014 issue, the Houston Astros beat the Dodgers in seven games to 
win their first World Series in franchise history. The Astros built their 
talented roster through several rebuilding years, which allowed them 
to draft Jose Altuve, George Springer, Carlos Correa, and Dallas Kue-
chel. In addition, adding stars like Justin Verlander, Charlie Morton 
and Josh Reddick this past winter helped them receive their rings. 

With the World Series and 2017 season finished, fans now look to 
post-season trade possibilities. The Major League Baseball 2018 Free 
Agency list is a weaker class, but several trade rumors of Giancarlo 
Stanton and Chris Archer are in the headlines. The Miami Marlins are 
looking to rebuild after being bought by former Yankee shortstop 
Derek Jeter. Stanton, who just turned 28, has several interests from 
teams like the Boston Red Sox, San Francisco Giants, and St. Louis 
Cardinals. Acquiring Stanton would require getting rid of a lot of 
other promising prospects, as well as picking up his 295 million 
dollar contract from 2018-2027 with the option of a 2020 buyout.  

The powerful outfielder J.D. Martinez is also seeking a 200 million 
dollar contract.  Martinez is obviously the most popular free agent this 
year as he led the Arizona Diamondbacks to 93 wins this past season. 
The Cardinals, Giants, and Red Sox are also interested in boosting 

their lineup by acquiring the outfielder. Despite hitting 45 home runs 
and batting .303, Martinez is an older player and struggles defensively, 
so he will probably receive only a 150 million dollar contract.  

The Chicago Cubs are looking for a blockbuster trade to help their 
starting rotation. John Lackey and Jake Arrieta are free agents this 
year, and Jon Lester is starting to show his age, which leaves Kyle 
Hendricks and Jose Quintana left. Trading for Tampa Bay Rays’ ace 
Chris Archer for Addison Russell would be ideal. The Cubs could then 
move Javier Baez to shortstop, allowing Ben Zobrist and Ian Happ to 
take over at second base.  

The Milwaukee Brewers surprised many people last season winning 
87 games and barely losing to the Cubs in the NL Central. With the 
help of top prospects reaching the big league this year, the front office 
will look to acquire starting pitchers through free agency. CC Sabathia, 
Jake Arrieta, and Alex Cobb seem like perfect fits to help their ace 
Jimmy Nelson rehabilitate from a shoulder injury.  

The Dodgers will most likely make few moves this offseason after 
winning 103 games.  They have the highest payroll in the MLB and 
will need to replace their long reliever Brandon Morrow. They will be 
unable to re-sign Yu Darvish, but 19-year-old Julio Urías returning 
will certainly help their chances.  

The Giants have made major moves in their coaching staff as they 
are struggling to sell season tickets. The team will try to make a playoff 

run by getting Stanton or Martinez to help the lineup. Wade Davis 
and Huston Street can also clean up their bullpen. They will also 
look to help their defense by trading for Billy Hamilton or signing 
Eduardo Nuñez. The Giants are hopeful their top prospects will help 
boost the roster too.      
(Sources: MLB, CBS)

NHL expands to Las Vegas

Band improves throughout competition season’s end

MLB offseason begins as teams chase available players

by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

The National Hockey League’s last expansion 
draft took place 17 years ago, when it added 
the Columbus Blue Jackets and Minnesota Wild, 
upping the league’s team count to 30. This figure 
rose to 31 entering the 2017-2018 season with the 
addition of the Las Vegas Golden Knights. For the 
NHL, expansion teams result in serious changes 
throughout the league. Many players must move 
from existing teams to a new one, and this pro-
cess creates an island of misfits who usually lack 
team chemistry. For this reason, along with major 
recruiting restrictions, expansion teams almost 
always have dismal starts to their seasons.

This year, however, the NHL changed the rules 
of the expansion draft. In the 2000 expansion 
draft, teams could protect nine forwards and five 
defensemen, meaning the team’s general manager 
could pluck any player from these teams not under 
protection. In an attempt to give the Golden 
Knights better resources, the NHL chose to alter 
this rule a bit. Instead of protecting nine forwards 
and five defensemen, teams can now only protect 
seven forwards and three defensemen. Having 
fewer protected players for each team allowed 
the Golden Knights to acquire a better roster than 
would have been possible in previous expansion 

The TCU Horned Frogs are 8-1 and currently 
shocking tons of viewers. Quarterback Kenny 
Hill improved drastically from last year, and the 
Horned Frogs have great wins against West Virginia 
and Oklahoma State. However, a tough loss against 
Iowa State could diminish their chances at the col-
lege football playoffs. BIG 12 competitor Oklahoma 
remains a dominant force behind quarterback 
Baker Mayfield. The Sooners have defeated both 
Ohio State and Oklahoma State thus far.

There is yet to be a dominant BIG 10 team, 
however Wisconsin remains undefeated. Aside 
from Iowa, they have not beaten a powerful 
opponent, which hurts the Badgers’ chances of 
reaching the playoffs. Penn State started off hot 
with stud running back Saquon Barkley, but two 
losses from Michigan State and Ohio State have 
cooled them down. Michigan State has made a 
name for itself, but have been overshadowed by 
the Ohio State Buckeyes. The Buckeyes have two 
losses against Oklahoma and Iowa, but still remain 
a powerful team in the BIG 10. 

drafts. Although this benefits the Golden Knights, 
many top tier players are upset by the sudden expo-
sure because those drafted during the expansion 
feel betrayed by their team’s failure to protect them. 
These players must begrudgingly leave a team they 
are strongly attached to for an expansion team that 
will probably have a turbulent season. Despite many 
players’ contempt of the newly formed rules, they 
are still eager to perform well for the Knights. This 
team accrued a group of motivated elite athletes, 
and these circumstances explain why the Golden 
Knights continue to win games.

The Golden Knights general manager George 
McPhee stirred things up with audacious drafts from 
the other established teams. Arguably his greatest 
and most league-altering choice was Pittsburgh 
Penguins goaltender Marc Andre Fleury. Fleury led 
the Penguins to several Stanley Cups and is an icon 
for that team; however, this all changed with the 
expansion draft, since Fleury now sports the Golden 
Knights’ jersey. 

The Golden Knights have defied expectations 
and currently hold the second place position in 
the Pacific Division. The success has reaffirmed 
the league’s decision to change the expansion draft 
rules, and so far, the transition to a 31-team NHL 
is seamless.     
(Sources: ESPN, USA Today)FROM EAR TO EAR: Commissioner Bettman has much smile about. 
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LINED UP: The band performs its diligently crafted field show at James Logan High School.

On Oct. 28, the band traveled to San Jose State for the regional Bands 
of America competition. A limited warm-up time preceded the band’s first 
ever complete performance, including the newly created props. In Bands 
of America, the top ten bands, regardless of size, compete again later in 
the day. Unfortunately, LGHS placed 17th out of 18 with a score of 60.35, 
leaving many band members disappointed. 

However, two weeks later, the band competed again at 
James Logan High School. With two more weeks of practicing 
and improving the show drastically, the band was ready to 
succeed. The band’s performance was incredible, especially in 
comparison to past runs. With a score of 79.90, LGHS earned 
third place out of seven, surpassing expectations, and the 
percussion section won first place out of all seven attending 
bands. Although the score is not comparable with the Bands of 
America due to a different grading system, the score marks a 
staggering 15.75 point improvement since the Valley Christian 
Quest Classic competition in early October. If the band contin-
ues to improve in the week before its semifinals performance 
in Fresno on Nov. 18, it may smash its personal all-time record 
of 80.00 points.

The band only has one short week left in its competi-
tion season, but members, motivated by an incredible score 
at Logan, will try to make the most of those precious hours 
of practice before the culmination of the season in Fresno  
this weekend.

Out west in the PAC-12, Washington remains 
the top team with only one loss against Arizona 
State. Quarterback Jake Browning and his Huskies 
hope to make a playoff push, despite the ASU 
loss. As for the USC Trojans, their losses against 
Washington State and Notre Dame don’t help their 
chances, but two victories against Stanford and 
Arizona boost their résumé.

All of these teams look to make a playoff push; 
however, the committee has been very selective 
in previous years. Most teams can simply hope 
for more chaos, and big losses for the more domi-
nant schools.    
(Sources: ESPN, Bleacher Report)

SWING: Free agent outfielder Giancarlo Stanton follows through on a home run swing.

GAMES: The Las Vegas Golden Knights play at the T-Mobile Arena.

FIGHT ON: USC football provides plenty for fans to cheer about.
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BOOMER SOONER: Oklahoma confidently charges the field before a game.
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