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CFB playoff  games reviewed
by Matt White
Media Production Editor

The College Football Playoff selection ended in 
dramatic fashion as the committee selected the 
Alabama Crimson Tide (11-1) over the Ohio State 
Buckeyes (11-2). Alabama has dominated college 
football for the past decade, but has a weak resume 
this year. They have zero wins over current top 25 
teams and only played four road games this season. 
On the other hand, Ohio State has a conference 
championship and has beaten ranked opponents 
such as Wisconsin, Michigan, Michigan State, and 
Penn State.  

Despite the controversy, fourth ranked Alabama 
will have a rematch against the top-ranked team in 
the country, the Clemson Tigers (12-1). Clemson’s 
true freshman quarterback, Kelly Bryant has been 
inconsistent throwing the ball downfield, but offers 
a threat to run the ball against a dominant Alabama 
defense. Alabama also has several flaws on the 
offensive side as it struggled to execute on third 
down and pass the ball. 

Second-ranked Oklahoma (12-1) and Heisman 
winner Baker Mayfield will face number three, the 
Georgia Bulldogs (12-1). Oklahoma has had little 
issue scoring points this year, as it averages 583 
yards and 46 points per game. The biggest concern 
for the Sooners is if its defense can give Mayfield 
a chance to win. Senior Nick Chubb leads Georgia 
alongside freshman quarterback Jake Fromm. Earlier 
in the season, Auburn upset Georgia, but the Bull-
dogs managed to get their revenge as they routed 
the Tigers 28-7 in the SEC Championship.  

by Shannon Enriquez 
Humor Editor

The 2017-2018 girls basketball season has just begun and 
the team is ready to see what this upcoming season will bring, 
with a new coach and fresh faces. Girls basketball finished its 
previous season with a 9-3 league record, coming in second place 
in the De Anza League. This year, the team hopes to maintain 
its dominant reputation and beat its opponents again, this time 
for a first place win in league. 

Only three games into its season, it’s difficult to decipher 
the tone Los Gatos will set for the rest of its games. Starting off 
with an 0-2 record is not ideal, but Los Gatos sees this as fuel 
to work harder. Senior captain Gina Gelphman said that “[she 
is] really excited for this season. With a new coach and a lot of 
seniors gone, [they] are starting off with a blank slate and [she 
is] excited to play.” 

Gelphman, along with the rest of the team, heard the 
announcement of their new coach, Matt Holm, at the beginning 
of the season and could not be more excited to see what he 

by Dominic Dal Porto 
Media Production Editor

As the holiday season begins to roll around, so do high school 
winter sports. The Los Gatos Boys varsity and JV soccer teams both 
got off to terrific, undefeated starts, with big wins in their first 
preseason games. 

On Tues., Nov. 28, Los Gatos battled at home against a fierce 
Branham team. In the early minutes of the varsity game, Branham 
seemed to be edging out the Cats, keeping the play almost exclu-
sively on the LG half of the field. However, against the run of play, 
junior Sam Sells found the back of the net off a cross from Ashkon 
Maesumi. The Cats continued to hold off Branham, and in the second 
half Jose Ruiz doubled the lead for Los Gatos with a header off Dylan 
Jayasekara’s corner kick. Branham poured on the pressure, but the 
Cast refused to let in any goals. The Varsity team held off Branham, 
winning 2-0. After the game, captain Sohum Hulyalkar expressed 
confidence about the team: “beating Branham is no big deal, just a 
sign of what’s to come.” 

In the JV game, Los Gatos held Branham to a tight 2-2 standoff 
after goals from Geo Evans and Kyle DeSchryver. In the last minute 
of the tough game, DeSchryver struck for a second time, by scoring 
a free kick from just outside the 18-yard box. Just after, the referee 

blew the whistle concluding the game, and sealing the 3-2 win for 
the JV boys.

On Sat., Dec. 2, the boys varsity team faced off against San Mateo 
as part of the Homestead Christmas Cup. The Cats took an early lead 
when Mikkel Dolmer used his skills to beat the back line and nail the 
ball past the keeper. However, just before half time, San Mateo was 
able to get one back to level the score. Despite many chances from 
the Cats in the second half, including a shot off the crossbar from 
Sigi Valencia, Los Gatos could not find the back of the net; the game 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 

After the game, coach Brad Radonich stated that he was not 
satisfied with the tie. “We definitely could have performed better out 
there, and we still have a lot of work to do.”

On Tues., Dec. 5, Los Gatos took on Half Moon Bay at home. The 
Cats Varsity team again struck early on with a goal from Dominic Dal 
Porto, finishing off a long throw-in from Sam Sells. Half Moon Bay 
refused to go down without a fight, but the LG back line proved strong 
enough to keep them out. Goalkeeper Connor Faries came up with 
a big diving save to stop a Half Moon Bay free kick from outside the 
box. The Cats saw out the rest of the game, and took a 1-0 victory.  

 Captain Ben Noymer said that he couldn’t be more proud of the 
team’s undefeated record so far. “I can tell we have a great season 

ahead of us.” Sells added his thoughts about being a captain on the 
team: “I feel like the least qualified person to be leading these men, 
but one thing I know is I will give my everything for them.”

Band relaxes after season

Girls basketball remains hopeful despite rough start

Los Gatos boys soccer kicks off the year successfully

by John Field
Editorial Editor

The marching band concluded its season on 
Nov. 18 with a semifinals performance in Fresno. 
After months of relentlessly developing its show, 
The Storm, the band left every last bit of effort 
on the field in its last performance. With 17 total 
bands competing for a spot in the finals in the 
3A class competition, LGHS unfortunately did 
not place, claiming fourteenth place with a score 
of 79.65, a decrease from the score of 79.90 from 
the group’s competition a week earlier.

However, the band still had reason to cel-
ebrate: the score was a massive improvement over 
last year’s final score of 75.50. With only about 
three points separating fourteenth from ninth, 
which is the lowest slot to qualify for finals, band 
members hope to continue increasing their score 
next year for an even greater achievement.

While the seniors of the band typically cel-
ebrate the culmination of the season the same 
night as its last competition, the band’s 8 PM 
performance left no time for a ceremonial ban-
quet. Instead, the band hosted the dinner, where 
members received awards and seniors presented 
speeches, on Dec. 1 after the annual Los Gatos 
Tree Lighting Festival.

Earlier that day, the musicians donned their 
uniforms and headed downtown to plaza park 
for their performance at 4:45. Forming an arc, 
the band performed several cheery Christmas 
music selections until 5 before the tree began 
twinkling at 6.

The next day at 11 AM, in its last event of the 
year, the band marched in the parade. As with 
nearly every year, the musicians played Winter 
Wonderland while wearing Santa hats, with drum 
cadences in between each repetition of the song. 
Walking back to the school after the parade, march-
ing season officially ended.

With the end of one season, however, promptly 
comes another: concert season. On Nov. 30, espe-
cially committed and talented musicians submitted 
recorded auditions for the California All-State Honor 
Band, a selective ensemble comprised of the best 
students from schools around California. On Dec. 
8, students performed in a live audition for the 
Santa Clara County Honor Band, a highly skilled and 
selective group; seniors Eli Merg on trombone and 
John Field on tuba both placed in the honor band.

Several days later, the LGHS Orchestra and Choir 
kicked off the concert season on Dec. 12, while the 
bands, including the Jazz Ensemble, Symphonic 
Band, and advanced-level Wind Ensemble, displayed 
their talents on Dec. 13.

The band has had a busy marching season, and 
after all the hard work and drastic improvement 
members are finally able to relax — for the next 
228 days until band camp, that is.FORMATION: The band walks through LG during the parade.

S. Enriquez

SHOOT: Junior Alexa Wong throws up a shot in practice to prepare for the game.

has to bring to the team. Gelphman also expressed that “it’s definitely 
hard for all of [them] to adjust to each other and a new coaching style, 
but so far [they] are meshing really well.” With time and practice, Los 
Gatos feels they will excel this season and reach the goals they have set  
for themselves.

Girls basketball started its season off with an away game against 
rival Saratoga. The team, playing its first game with their new coach, 
saw this as an opportunity to see where its strengths lay. The game 
was close, ending with a score of 43-44 and a loss for the Wildcats. The 
team’s second game against Valley Christian proved too much for the 
Wildcats, with a final score of 65-31. As team captains Paige Fronczak 
and Gelphman reflect on the game, they look for their team to come out 
stronger in their next non-conference game.

With their early losses behind them, the girls basketball players 
came out strong with a 40-24 win over Oak Grove this past Saturday, 
Dec. 9. Senior Makayla Farrington stood out by showing her aggressive 
defense strategy and getting numerous rebounds for the Wildcats. Los 
Gatos hopes to keep its now-winning mentality consistent throughout 
the rest of the season.

Starting off a season with new players and a new coach is 
always challenging, but Los Gatos proves up to the task of work-
ing hard for its goals. 

HUDDLE UP: Players get together to discuss their game plan and prepare for the game.

MARCH ON: Band members stay perfectly lined up while playing.

RUN: Washington looks to beat PSU with unpredictable plays.
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PACKED: Georgia football advances to the playoff after a great year.

Aside from the College Football Playoff, there are 
several other exciting bowl games. Big Ten Cham-
pions #5 Ohio State will face PAC 12 Champions, 
the #8 University of Southern California (11-2) in 
the Cotton Bowl. The game will add to the historic 

rivalry as Sam Darnold and Ronald Jones of USC 
look to beat J.T. Barrett and the Buckeyes. 

Bryce Love and the #13 Stanford Cardinal (9-4) 
will look to dominate the line of scrimmage as 
they battle #15 Texas Christian University (10-3) 
in the Alamo Bowl. TCU’s starting running back 
Darius Anderson and quarterback Kenny Hill have 
missed several games due to injuries but may 
return before the contest. Bryce Love of Stanford 
has also struggled with an ankle injury this year, 
and he may follow the path of Christian McCaffrey 
by sitting out for the bowl game to prepare for 
the NFL Draft in April. 

The #11 Washington Huskies (10-2) will square 
up with Saquon Barkley, and the #9 Penn State 
Nittany Lions (10-2) in the Fiesta Bowl. This 
highly anticipated game features many interest-
ing matchups, as the Huskies’ defense looks to 
eliminate Barkley from running the ball. The 
Huskies feature defensive lineman, Vita Vea and 
linebacker Ben Burr-Kirven.  

After losing in the Big Ten Championship to 
remove them from playoff consideration, the #6 
Wisconsin Badgers (12-1) will look to battle the 
#10 Miami Hurricanes (10-2) in the Orange Bowl. 
The Badger defense and true freshman running 
back, Jonathan Taylor, will look to end the year 
on a solid note. The Hurricanes’ defense is famous 
for its “Turnover Chain” and ability to give the 
ball back to their offense.  

Other popular bowl games will include #16 
Michigan State (9-3) against #18 Washington 
State (9-3). #17 Louisiana State University (9-3) 
will also face #14 Notre Dame (9-3) in the Citrus 
Bowl. The Peach Bowl will feature #7 Auburn Tigers 
(9-3) and #12 Central Florida (12-0).  
(Sources: ESPN)
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