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by Sophie Kroeshce
News Editor

The LGHS girls field hockey program ended its 
unprecedented fifth undefeated season at twelfth in 
the nation with zero losses, zero goals scored against 
them, and a winning streak of 88-0 spanning five 
seasons. After displaying their intense work ethic, 
effort, and strong sense of sisterhood, this team 
now boasts its fifth consecutive year as Central Coast 
Sectionals (CCS) champions, tying for first place with 
Archbishop Mitty High School this year. 

In October, the LGHS girls field hockey team 
approached the end of its season with the longest 
winning streak in the history of California high 
school field hockey. This record-breaking team is 
also the first team in any CCS sport to ever play a 
season with zero goals scored against them.

Ending the season at the top of their league, 
the LGHS field hockey team bypassed first and 
second round games for the CCS 2017 Field Hockey 
Tournament. On Nov. 4, the varsity Wildcats faced 
off against the San Francisco University High School 
Devils. Braving the pouring rain, both teams played 
fiercely but ultimately Los Gatos prevailed, scoring 
three times in each half. Seniors Maya Holton and 
Kaylee Kennedy both scored goals along with 
juniors Eva Vrijen, Natalie Deck, and captain 
Olivia Fox.

Advancing to the semifinals, LGHS field hockey 
prepared to battle Saint Francis High School on Nov. 
8 for the chance to play in the finals. While some 
speculated the end of Los Gatos’ winning streak, the 
varsity team proved them wrong for the eighty-sev-
enth time. LGHS netted goal after goal to end the 
game 5-0, courtesy of strong leadership, the defense, 
and the scoring expertise of seniors Kennedy and 
Holton, juniors Gabrielle Shelton and Deck, and 
sophomore Natalie Moore.

After winning the right to the play in CCS finals, 
Los Gatos field hockey prepared to play Archbishop 
Mitty High School’s varsity team. After adjusting 
to the frigid nighttime temperatures on Nov. 11, 
the teams faced off for their last game of the year. 
However, after finishing two scoreless 30-minute 
halves, the two teams advanced to a seven minute 
overtime with six of the starting players and senior 
goalie Gina Gelphman holding down the fort. After 
another scoreless seven minutes, the girls played a 
second 7 vs. 7 overtime. As per CCS rules, shootouts 
never take place in the finals, so both teams stormed 

Fockey reigns the Bay Area

the field as co-champions of the 2017 CCS tourna-
ment. Fox stated after winning that, “the whole 
team put so much effort and heart into all of the 
CCS games and it really showed on the field.” Los 
Gatos celebrated its fifth CCS win in a row and its 
fourteenth win in the history of the program; Mitty 
celebrated its seventh ever win and first since 2012.

“Our team gave everything we had and left 
everything on the field,” captain Kate Kramer 
remarks. “We played for each other and ultimately 
it paid off: we came home with a championship.” 
Under the leadership of head coach Henry Reyes, 
assistant coaches Anita Wierima and Tim Macierz, 
and captains Kramer and Fox, the team continues to 
advance their skills and standings, maintaining the 
spirit of Los Gatos field hockey that will live forever 
in the hearts and minds of the whole team.

by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

The LGHS football team has marched through 
the regular season and now enters the CCS 
Playoffs. With a 5-5 record, Los Gatos looks to 
make a playoff run and compete for their first 
CCS title since 2013.

In week 10, Los Gatos demolished their long-
time rivals the Saratoga Falcons 49-20. Playing on 
Saratoga’s field, the Wildcats opened with a bang 
as starting cornerback, senior Vince Borgese, 
returned the opening kickoff for a touchdown. 
The hits kept coming for Saratoga as six back, 
senior Tyler Davis, racked up 81 all-purpose 
yards to go along with his three touchdowns. 
Junior running back Jared Mazzaferro acted 
as the team’s workhorse against the Falcons, as 
he reached his 2017 season rushing high of 154 
yards. The Wildcats kept the rushing attack going 
as the team accumulated 341 total rushing yards 
and held Saratoga to only 47 yards.

On the Wildcats’ senior night, they lost to 
their league rival Milpitas 45-7. Since the team 
lost to Wilcox as well, they are no longer com-
peting for a league title; however the team will 
make a run at a CCS championship. 

In the 2017 season, the LGHS football team 
has sustained many notable injuries. The offen-
sive line has had a rough time, losing senior 
starter Drake Taormina for 8 to 10 weeks to a 
knee injury, as well as facing off against Home-

stead without starting tackle, senior Will Fulton. 
Reacting to these injuries, captain and starter Jack 
Cope said, “The injuries haven’t really changed our 
morale at all. We come with the same mindset every 
day, regardless of who is playing on the offensive 
line. We are confident in our ability to make changes 
and adjust.” The defensive backs have also had 
their share of injuries, losing starting cornerbacks 
Kent Van Belleghem and Luke Short indefinitely.

While the varsity squad primarily consists  of 
juniors and seniors, a handful of sophomores, 
including defensive linemen Ricky Moore and 
Andres Dewerk, as well as cornerback Jared 
Quandt. Moore and Dewerk, at 6’6” and 6’4”, 
respectively, have not allowed their age to stop 
them from making large impacts at a varsity level. 
Moore, who now starts at nose tackle, has racked 
up four sacks and 25 tackles in just four games. 
Meanwhile, Dewerk has also been dominating, 
acquiring a sack, 17 tackles, and a blocked extra 
point in his first four varsity games. 

As the sixth seed in CCS, Los Gatos will play 
away against Piedmont Hills this Friday night at 
7pm at Piedmont Hills High School. The team will 
need as many fans as possible cheering them on in 
the first round of CCS, so come out and support the 
Wildcats on Friday night!

Football advances to CCS

POM: Fordyce exemplifies athleticism and leadership 
by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

Since January of 2017, senior and dedicated captain William 
Fordyce has passionately led the LGHS varsity football team through 
weight lifting, summer trainings, pre-season and league games, and 
into the CCS playoffs as the third place team in the De Anza League. 

For as long as he can remember, Fordyce spent his autumn 
weekends watching football with his family. With strong family 
ties to the game – three generations of college and even NFL-level 
experience – Fordyce aspired to follow in the footsteps of his family 
members by taking up the sport. He began playing football in the 
fourth grade. Fordyce has played every year since, learning, growing, 
and improving more as a player with each coming season.

As a senior, this marks Fordyce’s eighth year of the sport and 
second year on LGHS’ varsity team. Fordyce has proven himself a 
hard worker and a leader among his teammates. Co-captain senior 
Joey Zanardi describes Fordyce as someone who “plays with fire. 
[Fordyce] only has one gear and it’s 110 percent; he always sets 
the tone with his energy.” 

Fordyce starts on both offense and defense, tackling the 
positions of running back and linebacker. This season, he holds a 
total of over 600 rushing yards, averaging more than 65 yards per 
game. Fordyce also has over 100 receiving yards and a total of ten 
touchdowns, nine of which are rushing. 

Earlier this season, Fordyce received the first 49ers High School 
Player of the Week Award following the team’s debut game against 
Pioneer, showing how during the offseason he never let off the 
gas. With ten carries, two receptions, two rushing touchdowns 
and one sack in just the first game, Fordyce proved himself the 
“well rounded” player and leader with a “good sense of balance” 

that coach Mark Krail explains he is. Recognizing his hard work 
and skill, the 49ers awarded Fordyce a 500 dollar grant for their 
football program as well as two tickets to a game where he received 
special acknowledgement before the game started. Fordyce is also 
invited to the SAP Performance Facility for a postseason closed 
practice where 49ers head coach, Kyle Shanahan, will personally 
give Fordyce this award.

Fordyce’s natural athleticism and talent for the game mirror 
his excellent leadership and passion for his team. Junior Ryan 
Garwood describes Fordyce as someone the team looks up to: “His 
work ethic rubs off on the rest of the team. We all look to him 
to make the big play and he delivers when we need him to.” An 
astounding player and role model to his teammates, Fordyce explains 
his role of captain as “definitely hard because you have to make 
the team come together and be able to play well together, making 
sure they don’t think that they’re going to lose, but it always feels 
really rewarding when I can see that hard work and cooperation 
come through.” Although Fordyce loves “killing other teams,” his 
favorite part about playing LGHS football is the special bond he 
gets while “[playing] with all of [his] teammates, especially on the 
field during a rough game where [we’re] all playing hard together.”

On the closing note of the season, Fordyce continues to lead 
the team into CCS playoffs. He hopes that “the playoffs go a lot 
better than the regular season, and that [the team goes] hard for 
the last three games of the year, [trying] to get a title.” With the 
help of Fordyce’s fiery leadership passion and athletic excellence, 
the team has grown over the season and will continue to grow 
throughout the playoffs, hopefully securing the championship as 
Fordyce notes, “It would be a great way to end senior year.”  
(Sources: MaxPreps, 49ers)

HOUSE: Vince Borgese prepares to return the kickoff for a TD.

POWERHOUSE: Fordyce runs into the endzone as Los Gatos crushes Los Altos High School.

YOUNG MCCAFFREY: Davis runs for his third TD of the night.

 FOOT RACE: Star junior Eva Vrijen beats her opponent to the ball

HIT IT: Captain Olivia Fox winds up to strike the ball and score.
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