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Player of the Month: Kent Van Belleghem dominates

by Maddi King
Sports Editor

Boys and girls water polo started off with a 
bang in the weeks before school, filled with double 
days, long swim sets, and intense workouts defining 
the name of hell week. Dozens of new and familiar 
players joined the program, strengthening the ranks 
and even making up the numbers to create a new 
freshman girls team in addition to the preexisting 
varsity and JV teams. The boys program experi-
enced a slight change in coaching, with Coaches 
Tom Adams and Dave Clark officially taking the 
positions of co-head coaches.

The immediate intensity paid off, with the 
varsity girls starting strong right off the bat. They 
began their season with solid wins against both 
Valley Christian and Washington High School in 
their First Contact Tournament at home on Sept. 1 
and 2. On Tues., Sept. 5, both varsity and JV teams 
had their first league games, where girls dominated 
the pool with 18 to 3 and 10 to 5 wins for varsity 
and JV, respectively. Unfortunately, the boys JV 
team lost against Harker Upper School three to 
twelve; however, the varsity team beat the Eagles 
with a score of 13 to 9. On Thurs., the four teams 
played against Homestead, where varsity boys lost 
in a close match ending 7-9 and varsity and JV 
girls teams as well as JV boys came out on top with 
successful wins.

On Thurs. and Fri., the boys varsity team headed 
to Menlo School for the annual Scott Roche Invita-
tional tournament, where they had a tough string 
of losses to San Ramon Valley, Menlo-Atherton High 
School, Ponderosa High School, and Redwood High 
School. On Fri. and Sat., the girls JV team traveled 

by Connor Holland
Media Production editor

Senior Kent Van Belleghem began his strenuous road to LGHS 
football success, like all student athletes, as a freshman scrub. For the 
past three years, Van Belleghem has tirelessly worked through hell 
weeks, triple days, football camps, and frustrating injuries. Through 
this adversity, Van Belleghem has become an outstanding member of 
the LGHS team. In Van Belleghem’s eyes, his time and commitment 
allocated to football is well worth it.  Now, in his senior year, Van 
Belleghem has become an indispensable piece of the 2018 varsity 
football squad. 

On Aug. 31, the Los Gatos football team made the six hour bus ride 
to Newport Beach, where they faced off against Corona del Mar High 
School. In this game, Van Belleghem caught the attention of fans and 
players alike, making a diving twenty yard catch for a touchdown. 
His spectacular performance did not end there; on defense, Van Bel-
leghem made eight tackles and an interception. Although his defensive 
achievements were great, Van Belleghem admits the touchdown was 
the highlight of his game. When reflecting on his twenty yard catch, 

Van Belleghem plainly states, “I didn’t feel a lot of emotion after the 
touchdown, I was very focused at the time, and a little in shock.”  

LGHS football fills the bleachers in home opener
by Ryan Manseau 
Sports Editor

While norms change, society advances, and traditions disappear, 
one thing that remains constant is the immense pride that Los Gatos 
takes in its high school football team. 

The 2016 LGHS football team set high standards for the next 
varsity squad by winning league and advancing to the CCS semi-fi-
nals just one year ago. So far, the team looks very strong, partly 
because a large number of starters in 2016 are returning and play-
ing at an even higher level this year as seniors. Those returning 

starters include senior linemen Joey Zanardi, Auston Kowarsky, 
and William Fulton.

The Wildcats have had their hands full over the first four weeks 
of their season. In week one, the team picked up their first win in 
a 42-10 blowout victory against Pioneer High School to open the 
season. Against Pioneer, the team struggled in the first half, leading 
Pioneer 14-10; however, the team bounced back in the second half by 
shutting out Pioneer and scoring four more touchdowns. One of the 
most impressive highlights of the game came when junior fullback 
Kyle Smith broke free for a 95-yard touchdown run. 

In week two, the Wildcats traveled to Newport Beach to face 
off against Corona Del Mar High School. Though the team came up 
short on the scoreboard, losing by two touchdowns, LGHS played a 
very tightly contested game with Corona Del Mar. Despite the loss, 
the trip marked the furthest road trip that a football team at LGHS 
has taken, and provided a fantastic opportunity for team members 
to bond with one another.

While many players on the school’s football team have performed 
valiantly, Will Fordyce, the team’s starting running back and out-
side linebacker, was recently awarded player of the week by Cal-Hi 
sports for his performance in the first week of the season. Fordyce 

Clearly, Van Belleghem’s professional attitude towards football leads 
him to success on the field.

Though it may seem that Van Belleghem’s football season has been 
a bed of roses so far, it did have a frightening start. In a practice, 
weeks before the first game, Van Belleghem was running routine routes 
when something unexpected happened. Diving for a ball, the back of 
his head collided with a player’s knee, giving him severe whiplash.  
As a result, Van Belleghem was sidelined. In a melancholy tone, Van 
Belleghem recalls that “being forced to stay off the field and watch 
was the worst part of the injury.” Luckily, his neck healed quickly and 
Van Belleghem was back on the field within a week.       

Every player on a football team has a unique purpose. Their skills 
and abilities dispose them to specialized positions, and for Van Bel-
leghem, his wide array of talent allows him to play many different 
positions. When asked how he helps his team most on the field, Van 
Belleghem responds, “I’m like a utility player. I can be a slot receiver, 
a sixback, a wideout receiver, so they just use me whenever they 
need me.” Clearly, Van Belleghem’s versatile abilities will prove to be 
invaluable for the remainder of his season.   

received recognition when he appeared on the jumbotron at the San 
Francisco 49ers’ week one matchup against the Carolina Panthers.

In the team’s first two home games, they have come up short. 
The team lost to San Benito High School, by one point, losing 
20-21. The following week, the Cats lost to Menlo Atherton by two 
touchdowns. Despite these losses, the snack shack opened up, the 
Friday night lights shined bright, the revamped student section 
roared louder than ever, and no doubt remained in anyone’s mind 
that LGHS football had returned.

WHAT A SAVE: Senior Carter Hawkins saves a goal in a game.

CANNON: Bobby Nelson winds up, attempting to connect with his receiver down field.

TRUCK STICK: Tyler Williams prepares to run over his opponent after catching a pass.
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by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

After winning three preseason games earlier 
this month, Los Gatos girls field hockey started its 
season against Saratoga on Wednesday, Sep 13. The 
varsity girls are keeping their winning streak alive 
and plan on adding to that number this season. 
If the team wins just a few more games, the field 
hockey girls at LGHS will reach four hundred wins 
in the history of the program.

On Wednesday, Sept. 6, the varsity girls faced off 
against North Salinas for their first non-conference 
game of the year. The first thirty minutes started 
off with strong play from Los Gatos, resulting in a 
4-0 lead at the end of the half. North Salinas put 
up a formidable fight, but the team could not catch 
up with LGHS and let in another goal to put the 
final score at 5-0.

The following day, Leigh High School traveled 
across town to the LGHS field hockey field for 
varsity and JV games. The Longhorns varsity team 
started off the game strong, but soon collapsed 
under the weight of four goals scored against them 
in the first half. Los Gatos slowed its play in the 
heat, but still managed to put another ball in the 
cage before the final whistle blew, ending another 
game 5-0.

The team took a break from playing on Friday, 
Sept. 8, to host their annnual Chicks with Sticks 
steak dinner in the science quad. They sold around 
eight hundred tickets to the event, and served well 
over six hundred people dinner before the football 
game. Chicks with Sticks is an annual dinner where 
all the proceeds fund the field hockey program, 
paying for equipment and coaches. 

Fockey keeps streak aliveWater Polo season begins
The morning after the dinner, players from 

Monterey High School and LGHS faced off for the 
Cats’ final pre-season game of the year. The Tore-
adors played a superb game, but could not disturb 
the long LGHS winning streak. The LG team netted 
five goals in the first half hour, with a notable 
short corner goal by junior Reegan McCluskey and 
scored another two by the end of the match. Senior 
goalie Gina Gelphman touched the ball a total of 
four times in all three preseason games combined.

On Wednesday, Sept. 13, LGHS field hockey 
played their rivals, Saratoga High School, in an 
intense battle on the field. The weather was per-
fect for playing and the varsity Wildcats beat the 
Falcons in a 9-0 game. Contributors to the score 
sky-high score include juniors Eva Vrijen, Natalie 
Deck, and McCluskey as well as seniors Kaylee 
Kennedy and Sophie Perry. Gelphman, the varsity 
goal-keeper, held down the fort and let zero shots 
into her cage. 

The win against Saratoga was a historical event, 
as the LGHS varsity team celebrated a streak of 75 
consecutive wins and zero losses. The team just 
broke the longest recorded high school winning 
streak in the state of California, with those 75 
consecutive wins.

PLAY ON: The field hockey team plays off of a short corner.

SNAGGED: Van Belleghem snatches a pass from his quarterback to score against Corona.

photos courtesy M. Van Belleghem

photo courtesy M. Van Belleghem

courtesy  P. Olson

courtesy M. Van Belleghem

to the JV Monta Vista Invitational tournament 
where they first lost to both Sacred Heart Prep and 
Saint Francis before finishing strong with a 9 to 
4 win against Valley Christian. The freshman girls 
team has not played yet but is hoping to see some 
action in upcoming tournaments.

The girls teams quickly began to bond between 
practices and games with team sleepovers, pasta 
feeds, and fun activities such as when  JV recreated 
a picture from last season in which players spelled 
out “LGHS” with their bodies. JV team captain 
Charlotte Brezoczky was happy to say “the team 
has really clicked from the start! So far we’re going 
strong and are undefeated in league games. It’s a 
rough sport, but I think we’re all getting in the 
groove now, and I’m so excited to see these girls 
fight and cry and sweat and grow together.” All five 
teams are practicing hard to prepare for the rest 
of their schedule this season, which includes their 
upcoming games against Palo Alto, Los Altos, and 
Gunn High School. 

SPORTS


