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by Sasha Ryu
Media Production Editor

On Thurs., Nov. 8, LGHS hosted its annual Unplugged talent show. 
Each year, musicians audition and are chosen to perform exclusively 
acoustic performances. With 17 acts and nearly 30 musicians from the 
student body, as well as a few particularly courageous staff members, 
the performances ranged from epic clarinet solos to tear-jerking power 
ballads. Juniors Jake Schraga, Colin Colson, and Sam Ross MC’ed 
the show. From lightsaber jousts to a hysterical accordion number, 
the trio left the audience in stitches. 

A group of dedicated LGHS band students known as “The Group-
chat,” sophomores Johnny Wilkins, Danielle Prawat, Ruth Ann 
Kvamme, and senior Bianca La Rossa, kicked off the show with a 
lively performance of The Prelude W. From four-part harmonies to skill-
ful saxophone solos, the band set a high bar for the rest of the evening.

After The Groupchat, senior Eesha Gahdia performed a haunt-
ing cover of Lana Del Rey’s Blue Jeans. Strumming her black guitar, 
Gahdia captivated the audience with her sincere and soulful perfor-
mance. Ghadia made several other appearances throughout the night, 
accompanying her cousin, sophomore Anjali Vaidya, in a mesmerizing 
rendition of Ed Sheeran’s 2011 smash hit A Team. Ghadia also played 
alongside juniors Maxine Eclmonas, Elizabeth Duvall, and Cathy 
Wang, covering Ed Sheeran’s Give Me Love. Eclmonas and Duvall 
placed the audience on the edge of their seats with their perfectly 
synchronized harmonies, and Wang’s masterful violin solo completed 
the amazing act. 

Seniors Emma Gerson and Ava Gangi both performed original 
songs. Gerson’s powerful voice was the perfect fit for her emotionally 
raw ballad, Fooled. With her natural talent and passionate perfor-
mance, Gerson easily won the crowd over. Gangi also performed an 
original song, Control. Her husky alto, along with clever lyrics like 
“you were punched when you were ten; cut the flower at the stem,” 
contributed to her especially memorable performance. 

by Alex Niles
Opinion Editor

On Nov. 2, over one hundred LGHS students in the AP Biology 
and AP Environmental Science classes traveled to the Catalina Island 
Marine Institute campus at Toyon Bay on Catalina Island in Southern 
California for an awesome weekend filled with science and fun.

Over the course of three days, students completed several marine-
related labs and activities. They learned about different types of 
coastal marine invertebrates, such as sea stars, anemone, lobster, and 
more in the invertebrate touch tank room; identified the life cycles of 
different types of plankton seen under microscopes; touched leopard 
and horn sharks, and stingrays in a touch tank; and practiced iden-
tifying various types of coastal fish found in the area. Students did 
a hands-on squid dissection one of the nights, which junior James 
DeBoskey remembers for when CIMI staff “put the squid on the 
volunteer’s tongue.” They also hiked on the hilly trails surrounding 
the CIMI campus, with views of the channel and the distant smoggy 
blur of Los Angeles. A lucky few even glimpsed some of the island’s 
resident bison.

In the crystal-clear waters around Catalina, students snorkelled 
with a plethora of aquatic species. Stingrays and leopard sharks lazily 
glided along the calm, sandy bottom of Toyon Bay. The state fish, 
the poppy-orange California Garibaldi, was found in large numbers, 
contentedly munching on kelp and assorted sea vegetables along  
the rocky part of the coast. Several less vibrant fish species chowed 
down alongside the Garibaldi, while schools of small, silvery fish 
swam by. 

Later that night, snorkelers returned to the dive deck for a night 
snorkel. They suited up with hoods, flashlights, safety lights, and 
extra layers of neoprene before diving in to this unique experience. 
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Junior Jenny Nguyen was the first solo act, singing My Sunshine. 
Her bubbly demeanor and impressive range earned a well-deserved 
standing ovation from a group of audience members. Junior Chanelle 
Mao showed off her operatic skills performing O Mio Babbino Caro 
and senior James Hay wowed the audience with his high notes and 
incredible guitar skills. Later, junior Maya Kurani performed a cover 
of Coldplay’s Clocks, and blew the crowd away with her powerful belts 
and perfect runs. Senior Erik Johnstone, lead singer of local sensation 
New AM, lived up to his reputation, performing an emotional cover of 
Damien Jurado’s Beacon Hill.

Teachers Alex Chapman, Matt Holm, Kurt Kroesche, and Don 
Weller performed an epic rendition of Take Me Home, Country Roads, 
and had the entire audience on their feet singing along. 

Finally, senior Devon Shreiner, ended the show with a bang, 
covering Always Remember Us This Way from the film A Star is Born 
and closed the show with the perfect performance. 

MUSIC TO MY EARS: Johnstone blew away the crowd with a cover of Beacon Hill.
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SUNRISE, SUNSET: Students enjoyed the view from the peaks on Catalina’s coast.
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In the water, students scanned for life with flashlights. Dozing Garib-
aldi floated motionless in small caves as California lobster picked 
along the rocky bottom. After students turned off their flashlights,  
bioluminescent plankton treated them to a dazzling light show.  
Thousands of little sparks of light momentarily shined as students 
kicked them up with flailing arms and snorkel fins, and the black  
ocean glowed, but, according to one LGHS senior,  “it didn’t glow 
that much.”

On the last night, all students gathered on the beach for a  
campfire and marshmallow roast. The next morning, much of the  
group woke up at 5:15 AM for a hike up a hill overlooking the bay 
to watch the sun rise over the coast before saying goodbye to an 
unforgettable weekend.

Musicians shine at LGHS Unplugged
BIRD’S EYE VIEW: A look at Toyon Bay after a hike up the surrounding hills. 

HAKUNA MATATA: Students spent their time at Catalina Island’s Toyon Bay. 
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Catalina makes an unforgettable trip 
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