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Corgi Con provides fun experience for dog enthusiasts
by Delaney Brown
People Editor

Tongues lolling and tails wagging, the community of San Francisco 
hosted the semi-annual Corgi Con on Sat., Oct. 13, on Ocean Beach. 
Commencing at 10 AM, dogs and their respective humans convened 
at Stairwell 21, greeting each other with hugs and licks. The quintes-
sential event happens twice a year, once in the summer and once in 
fall, since 2014. It was most recently held in San Francisco to the joy 

of all the participants that came to partake in the wonderful affair 
and entertained thousands of corgis and dog lovers alike. This event 
is known across the country for bringing corgis together at a fun and 
carefree function accompanied by various competitions and fun games 
for the dogs. Sponsored by many different small companies, such as 
The Corgi Collective or Wag City, the event isfree for all participants 
who decide to come. Vendors supply various dog treats and corgi 
merchandise, much to the enjoyment of dog owners.  

All who want to enjoy the event must simply show up and enjoy 
the fun. Event founder Cynthia Lee said in a Facebook message that 
she started the event “to get everyone together so everyone could 
meet each other and let the dogs get frappy and derpy!” which is 
corgi speak for having fun.

The event is much like a dog show in the sense that it has many 
opportunities for the stumpy dogs to strut their stuff. These competi-
tions include obstacle courses, agility contests, and costume contests 
to assess  individual dog. Although it’s a  competition, the event is 
very easygoing and more of an opportunity for corgi owners to come 
together as a community than a cutthroat competition. 

In an interview with Hoodline News, Cynthia Lee stated that, 
“Everyone is very connected in the corgi community. The group is very 
welcoming as breed owners. Everyone just wants to share their love-
able dogs.” As the years pass, this convention has ballooned to much 
more than just a simple gathering of dog lovers. The corgi-inspired 
happiness surrounding the event has taken the social media world by 

storm, making the event much more far reaching than ever before. 
Attendees come from all over the world to see these loveable dogs in 
their full glory, and it’s easy to see why. “[Corgis are] always happy, 
and they don’t think they are small dogs. People see them and they 
melt, and they’re so happy. It’s my biggest joy to see” says Cynthia Lee. 
(Sources: Hoodline News, Corgi Con, SFGate)

our films through computers, they all have hard 
drives, MPEG-4 files, and we’ve had some technical 
challenges with some films where the filmmakers 
sent too big of a file.” 

Film subject matters ranged from serious 
issues to uplifting messages. One of the numerous 
films screened was American Relapse, which shed 
light on the opioid epidemic in America and the 
failures of the treatment industry to adequately 
address it. When asked what he wanted viewers 
to take away from watching his film, the director 
Adam Linkenhelt said, “Looking at someone and 
not stigmatizing them and understanding that 
they’re going through something that’s not easy 
to get through and get out of. The more people 
that understand that and have empathy, the better 
the world will be.”

Daniel McGuire, director of Balian (The Healer), 
quoted Shakespeare in saying that he wanted view-
ers “to understand that there are more things in 
heaven and earth than might be dreamt up in your 
philosophy. You might think that you are a logical 
person, [but there are] a lot of things in traditional 
culture that have a great deal of value.” He went 
on further about the message of the film, which is 
that “In order to get well, you have to have your 
body, your mind, and your spirit all connected.”

by Charlotte Brezoczky
Graphic Designer

 At around 5:30 PM on Thurs., Oct. 4, a large 
truck collided with the Blossom Hill Road overpass 
over Highway 17. The truck had been pulling a 
trailer with a tall crane, and the driver did not 
realize it would strike the road. He believed that 
the excavator was fully lowered, but it was not low 
enough to pass under the overpass safely. 

The trailer overturned and the excavator fell 
off of it after the collision, leaving debris strewn 
across the highway. The Blossom Hill overpass 
suffered damage as well; it was reported that 
rebar was visible from within the concrete. Engi-
neers reported to the scene to check the bridge 
for structural damage, but none was immediately 
reported. Pieces of concrete fell onto a car below, 
but “we’re very fortunate that no one got hurt in 
this incident as it could have been a lot worse,” 
CHP officer Jonas Bleisch reported. An investiga-
tion is now underway, but alcohol and drugs do 
not seem to be involved in the crash.

All southbound lanes of Highway 17 reopened 
just before 5 AM the morning of Oct. 5 after 
crews spent hours removing wreckage around the 
incident. The twelve hour closure of the lanes, 
however, left Los Gatos traffic a nightmare. Com-
muters experienced severe delays and traffic was 
backed up past Highway 9. Eleni Bauman, a 
junior, reported that “because of the damage to 
the bridge, it takes me about 30 minutes to get 
home in the afternoon, which is normally a 7 
minute drive.” Senior Courtney Lindholm “went 
to visit [her] college counselor, who lives right 
off of Quito Road, and it took [her] 40 minutes to 
get home when it normally takes [her] 10.” The 
Los Gatos High field hockey team had a game that 
finished directly after the accident, and players 
experienced frustrating traffic that forced many to 
take a detour all the way to Lark Avenue. 

The Blossom Hill overpass is still partially 
closed, and it has not yet been announced 
when it will be fully fixed. The crash left none 
injured but the gridlock traffic spread and still 
remains across town while officers unturned 
the big rig and cleared debris. Highway 17 
has a history of traffic incidents backing up 
in Los Gatos because of the towns location. 
(Sources: Kion 546 News, NBC Bay Area News, 
Mercury News)

Santa Cruz hosts film fest
by Alaina Fox and Esther Sun
World Editors

From female Afghan bicyclists to traditional 
Balian healers, the 2018 Santa Cruz Film Festival 
screened a variety of films over the course of four 
days. Held from Wed., Oct. 3, to Sun., Oct. 7, the 
festival attracted independent filmmakers and film 
fans alike. The festival took place at the Tannery 
Arts Center in Santa Cruz, with films screened in 
three major theaters: the Colligan, Corridor, and 
Courtyard theaters.

The genres shown included environmental and 
social justice, visionary women, a spotlight on 
the arts, comedy, world documentary, and world 
narrative. While some festival-goers opted for 
single-film tickets, most purchased passes to watch 
as many films as they could cram into one day. 
For a quick bite to eat, visitors stopped by Bistro 
One Twelve, a quaint cafe that boasted delicious 
flatbreads and a sizable painted cow head hang-
ing on the wall. After a heavy film, viewers could 
unwind by attending parties, mixers, and happy 
hours. Jello Biafra, from the band Dead Kennedys, 
even made an appearance, performing in his classic 
punk rock style.

Short films under half an hour in length played 
before several full-length films, which lasted from 
one to two hours. After a full-length film ended, 
the filmmakers held Q&A sessions with the audi-
ence, where viewers asked clarifying questions to 
gain a deeper understanding of the film.

Putting together a film festival was not 
easy work. Technical director James Duisenberg 
described how, “behind the scenes, we have 
guests that are coming and we need to get them 
their passes…we have our projectors and sound 
equipment, and this year we are playing all of 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: The festival screened a variety of films.
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BLOCKED: Roadblocks erected by authorities close road sections.

Music students audition for honors level placement
by Wilma Wei
Culture Editor

It’s that time of the year again, when band, orchestra, and choir 
students can audition for a special honors designation. Any music 
student can audition and, if they receive a high score, will be able 
to receive honors credit and perform in an advanced musical group. 

On Sept. 29, choir students went to their out-of-school audi-
tions to try out for the honors designation. The audition process 
is difficult and intensive, including sight reading, singing an aria, 
reading rhythm patterns, reciting tonal patterns, and singing scales 
and triads. The choir students prepared for their audition for many 
weeks prior to the event, studying their music and practicing sight 
reading so they would be prepared for their audition. In order to 
achieve an honors designation in choir, students must receive a 
score higher than 68 out of 100 on their audition.

If a student passes their audition, they can either be chosen for 
regionals honor choir or state honor choir. Regionals means that the 
student would perform with a group of other students in the Santa 
Clara County, rehearse on weekends and perform at a final concert. 
Results for auditions came out Oct. 3rd, and many choir students 
have been selected for county and have received honors designation!

For Band honor auditions, students must perform special pieces 
to audition for County Honor Band - a chance to play with the best 
musicians in the county, or audition for State Honor Band. The 
auditions will take place in Dec. 14 at Fremont High School and to 
audition, the students must play either the state or County audi-
tion pieces chosen for them. The County audition consists of two 
portions: a repertoire and a sight reading portion. The repertoire 

involves playing scales, the assigned music piece, and the sight 
reading portion. State auditions have more requirements; students 
must submit an audio recording with scales and selected pieces. 
Rehearsals will take place on weekends, leading up to a final per-
formance a month later. 

Honor designation for orchestra is also extremely selective and 
difficult: the audition requires students to send audition tapes of 
them playing of three different song excerpts and scales, and the 
audition will be based on the rhythm, intonation, and technique. 
When asked about her audition, junior Anoushka Rao responded, “I 
think my audition went pretty well, since the pieces they asked us 
to play were pretty easy overall.” The orchestra audition results have 
not come out yet, but they are expected to be released quite soon.

JUST FLUTE IT: Flutists in the band practice performing to prepare for their auditions.

FACE THE MUSIC: Choir students listen to hear how their performance will be scored.

UNLEASHED: Convention-goers play with their dogs while enjoying time on the sand.

Crash on 17 halts traffic

SING YOUR HEART OUT: Singers practice their songs in small groups during class.
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PAWSOME TIME: Visitors shop at pop-up vendors selling a variety of corgi merchandise.

TRY AGAIN: A detour sign reroutes cars away from the accident.
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