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Fires erupt across San Jose
by Austin Yung
Editorial Editor

Two brush fires and a house fire recently 
sprouted near San Jose in the last three weeks. 
The first brush fire occurred on Sunday, Oct. 7 
on Monterey Street near Coyote Creek Golf Club, 
just south of Highway 101. The fire began around  
1 PM, destroying 63 acres of brush until firefight-
ers contained it at 5:30 PM. All southbound lanes 
of Highway 101 were closed for 45 minutes, and 
then reopened at 3 PM. Red flag fire conditions 
went into effect all through the Bay Area as smoke 
drifted into nearby cities, creating a smoky haze 
that covered the sky. Luckily, no structures or 
people were harmed.

Soon after, a house erupted into flames on 
Mon., Oct. 8, at around 11:30 PM. The house 
was located on Mt. McKinley Court in East San 
Jose. Sadly, one dog died in the fire, while four 
people and two pets were displaced from their 
home. Firefighters fought the blaze for a good 
30 minutes, but “one of the complicating factors 
here is that [there was] a live wire, the building 

Governor Brown signs controversial last bills of his term
by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

On Sept. 30, Governor Jerry Brown signed the last remaining 
bills he is likely to sign during his term. Brown is California’s longest 
serving governor; his first two terms lasted from  1975 to 1983, and 
his last two took place from 2011 to 2018. The signed bills will go 
into law starting Jan. 1, 2019. Among the 183 bills that needed 
to be signed or vetoed were laws concerning net neutrality, gun 
laws, women’s rights, and police transparency.

Brown passed the strictest net neutrality law in the United 
States, making it illegal for internet service providers to slow or 
block their competitor’s information or advertising. However, 
just after signing, the United States Department of Justice  
sued California, stating that Brown’s new law is illegal. In  
response to the law, Attorney General Jeff Sessions said, “Once  
again the California legislature has enacted an extreme and illegal  
state law attempting to frustrate federal policy.” Major internet  
providers like AT&T disapprove of California’s bill, stating that  
different states can’t have different internet laws because the  
internet is a global service and that the law will drive up  
internet prices. 

A major law surrounding women’s rights in the workplace was 
also signed into law by Brown. Corporate boards for public compa-
nies now need to include at least one woman by 2019, combating 

“Coro in Oz” promises a night of fun for LG students
by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer

To conclude this spirited week, the annual Coronation Dance 
will take place in the large gym on Sat., Oct. 20. The theme of this 
year’s dance is “Coro in Oz.” Decorations and snacks will be present 
in abundance, including hot air balloon themed tickets, which were 
sold in the student store.

For the first time, leadership hired a decorating company called 
Eventscapes to bring the Oz-themed decorations using almost all of 
their 7,000 dollar budget. Conveniently, the company, after being 
let into the large gym in the morning, will set everything up for the 
dance, giving the leadership team the ability to get ready and go to 
pre-parties for the first time. Then, at the conclusion of the dance, they 
will return to take all of the decorations down that night, allowing 
leadership to leave with the rest of the students at 10:30 PM. They 
also changed the dance time, making it from 8:00 to 10:30 PM, so that 
students can leave earlier and cleanup can begin sooner.

This isn’t Eventscapes first rodeo with the Wizard of Oz theme. 
They will bring elaborate decorations, making almost set-like fea-
tures, which the dance has never had before. You will find a winding 
Yellow Brick Road, Tornado Scene, and even the Emerald City Castle. 

is still charged with electricity, therefore water 
streams with electricity is not a good thing. They 
can actually transmit the current to the firefighters, 
as well as it makes it harder to extinguish because 
it’s getting additional juice and energy from elec-
trical current,” stated San Jose Fire Captain Mike 
Van Elgort. Firefighters speculate that the fire 
originated from a kitchen accident.

Another brush fire erupted not long after the 
tragic house fire, which was located between Blos-
som Hill and Hellyer Avenue, just east of Highway 
101. The fire threatened nearby residents and 
forced officials to close all northbound lanes on 
101 until 4:30 PM, which created heavy traffic. 
Mitchell Matlow, a spokesman for the San Jose Fire 
Department, stated that the fire was under control 
for the most part but some hot spots remained 
prevalent. Matlow said, “It threatened some homes 
but we stopped it before it did any damage.” Even 
with the recent rain, fires continue to sprout left 
and right within the Bay Area.
(Sources: SFGATE, NBC, Mercury News, ABC7 News)
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the lack of diversity that many companies face. A 100,000 dollar 
fine will be issued to companies that fail to meet law require-
ments. Furthermore, corporate boards need to have at least two 
women on a board of five directors and three women on a board 
of six directors by 2021. 

In response to the multitude of major shootings that have 
happened in the past year, Brown signed a few laws that make 
it harder to obtain a gun. The age to buy a rifle or shotgun was 
raised from 18 to 21. A person with a history of violent charges 
and people with hospitalizations due to mental illness are banned 
from buying a firearm. Finally, people who want to apply for a 
concealed gun permit must first complete eight hours of gun  
safety training. 

Under a new law, the public now has access to video footage 
of police shootings and information about police investigations. 
For decades, California had laws in place protecting the names of 
policemen for privacy and safety. California makes a big step with 
the law, leaving the times of police secrecy in the past. 

Citizens are more protected under the net neutrality and gun 
policy laws that Brown has implemented. Additionally, women’s 
rights and police transparency laws break the barrier of discrimi-
nation. Brown’s last bills signed into law include major changes 
that will affect California’s future.
(Sources: NY Times, LA Times, Capital Public Radio)LAST HURRAH: Governor Jerry Brown’s term will end after the November miderm elections.
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New water tanks installed  
by Madeline Pollock
Culture Editor

Dry and drought ridden, California is highly 
susceptible to large and deadly wildfires. In fact, 
according to The Washington Post, 2017 was the 
most destructive wildfire season in California his-
tory. The large number and intensity of wildfires 
over the past two years has encouraged several 
individuals and towns in the state to prepare for 
future fires. One location in Los Gatos that is highly 
susceptible to wildfires is the 1,432 acre Bear Creek 
Open Space Preserve. New water tanks have now 
been installed in Los Gatos at 19100 Bear Creek Road 
in order to extinguish possible fires in the future. 

According to the Mercury News, “The Midpen-
insula Regional Open Space District partnered with 
the Friends of Bear Creek Stables to install two 
10,000-gallon water tanks...which sit on approxi-
mately 15 acres.” The tanks are connected “to a 
county-approved hydrant” and are located next to 
Bear Creek Stables. The Santa Clara County Firesafe 
Council, the Loma Prieta Community Foundation, 
and the Ashfords provided funding for the water 
tanks, purchased by the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District.  

The water tanks are part of the new Priority 
One Projects, part of a program founded by the 
Santa Clara County Fire Department. The program 
is known as The Santa Clara County Wildfire Pro-
tection Plan and intends to support residents in 
the Santa Cruz Mountains. According to Assistant 
County Fire Chief John Justice, “This project pro-
vides an important water supply for firefighters 
and can significantly increase the effectiveness 
and efficiency of the firefighting effort.” Over-
all, the new water tanks serve as a reassuring  
reserve for local residents and a valuable resource 
to firefighters.
(Sources: The Mercury News)

courtesy wikipedia

OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD: This year’s theme, “Coro in Oz,” will feature elaborate sets and a DJ.
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SPACE OUT: The fires in California could be easily seen from space.

GIDDY-UP: The new water tanks are next to Bear Creek Stables.

Eventscapes will also display characters such as the munchkins. All 
of the decorations will incorporate colorful lighting, illuminating the 
intricate scenes. As dance commissioner Katrin Dimphlamier added, 
“They’re going to bring it to life!”

As used in previous years, Joel Nelson Productions will send one of 
their many DJ representatives. The music will defintely depend on the 
DJ, but leadership has requested popular, top hit songs. A photobooth 
will also be present, and leadership will provide candy, snacks, and 
water as usual. All dancers will have access to a coat check, where you 
can put jackets and even shoes.

Towards the end of the night, the school will crown the homecoming 
King and Queen out of the top five boys and girls of the homecom-
ing court. Originally, the seniors got to nominate candidates in their 
English classes, forming the top twenty. Then, the students chosen 
submit an application, which an anonymous panel of teachers read, not 
knowing the names of the applicants. They then choose the top five 
for each gender, which will then cruise the football field on Segways 
at the homecoming game tonight. They come early to the game to 
practice in the parking lot. 

The female candidates include seniors Saba Jafroodi, Mairin 
Culwell, Sawye Raygani, Lauren Miller, and Isabella Gueth, while 

the male candidates are seniors Samuel Sells, Ryan Garwood, Cooper 
Powell, Jeff Edsall, and Felipe Sambugaro. Students can vote for 
their top two.

Breathalyzers will be present, so make sure to bring your best 
behavior out on the dance floor!

TOO CLOSE: One fire was only miles from downtown San Jose.
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SWEET RELIEF: Water tanks like these will help firefighters.
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STOP, DROP, AND ROLL: The SJ Fire Department put out the fires.

courtesy pixabay

courtesy flickr

courtesy wikimedia commons


