
STRIKE A POSE: Producers Krish and Peck stop to take a quick picture. 
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by Wilma Wei
Culture Editor 

Travel back in time to observe the history of Los 
Gatos High School with the newest exhibition at the 
New Museum of Los Gatos, “Sis Boom Bah!” Located 
across from Los Gatos High School, the New Museum 
of Los Gatos boasts their newest addition – a walk 
through exhibition about the history of LGHS with 
artifacts and items dating back to 1908.   

The New Museum of Los Gatos’ top floor showcases 
art exhibits, while a lower level displays historical 
exhibitions. Currently, the top art gallery showcases 
an exhibition called “Thinking Outside the Frame,” 
which displays abstract, 3-dimensional, and colorful 
displays of art. A new art exhibition featuring 49 
artists, “Circle of Truth,” will be arriving on Oct. 19. 
Not only does the museum showcase pieces of art 
and history, but they invite artists from the Bay Area 
for artist-led workshops and instructional classes on 
painting and sketching.  

Their newest exhibit, “Sis Boom Bah!,” will be 
open until January 2020, displaying an interactive 
historical exhibition about the evolution of Los Gatos 
High School from 1908-2018, the transformation of 
the 1908 teenager to the modern teen, and history 
of the town. When asked about the importance of the 
new exhibition, Deputy Director Maureen Cappon-
Javey said, “the exhibition defines what it means to 
be a Los Gatos High School student… telling stories 
of high school with community and exploring what it 
means to be a teen from 1908 versus 2018.” 

by Madeline Pollock
 Culture Editor

During the week of Sept. 4, arborists 
cleared Los Gatos’ last walnut orchard, which 
was located on Lark Avenue. Clearing the 
orchards is the first step in the controversial 
North 40 development. 

The North 40 development project encom-
passes 44 acres of land surrounded by Highway 
85 on the north, Los Gatos Boulevard on the 
east, Lark Avenue on the south, and Highway 
17 on the west. Developers introduced the 
North 40 plan in September of 2010, with 
intentions to give more families, elderly 
individuals, and young professionals the 
opportunity to reside in Los Gatos. The new 
land will feature a specialty market offering 

North 40 clears orchards 

Three extraordinary LG teens express their creative abilities 

by Sophie Kroesche 
Editor-in-Chief

As the new school year kicks into full gear, the Los Gatos 
Union School District (LGUSD) and the Loma Prieta Joint Union 
School District (LPJUSD) are adapting to major changes in the 
administration and positions of leadership.

After 14 years as the principal of Fisher Middle School, which 
is part of the LGUSD, Lisa Fraser resigned from her position in 
order to switch districts. In May, Fraser was named superinten-
dent of the LPJUSD. The prior superintendent, Corey Kidwell, 
announced her retirement during the spring semester of last year. 

Before the beginning of this school year, the LGUSD district 
board hired a new principal to replace Fraser. School staff and 
parents worked together to find Matthew Baldwin, a former 
principal of Novato High School, assistant principal at Acalanes 
Union High School, and a social studies teacher.

In a comment to the community, Baldwin stated, “My family 
and I are extremely excited to be a part of the amazing school 

Los Gatos Union School District welcomes new officials

by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

A group of LGHS students recently won first place in the best 
animated film category at the Los Gatos Film Festival for their short 
animated film “FiZy.” FiZy later received an invitation to compete 
in the National Film Festival in New York City this October. The five-
minute film follows the life of a soda can, from dumps to vending 
machines, with the overall goal of promoting the benefits of recycling. 
Los Gatos sophomores Brandon Krish, Justin Peck, and Sebastien 
Drege worked for months on the project. Krish came up with the idea 
for the film and worked as the director, writer, animator, and editor. 
He brought Peck in to work as the producer, but after realizing they 
needed more help, Drege began working on writing, animating, and 
producing the film as well.

After FiZy won in Los Gatos, the All American High School Film 
Festival chose it out of 2,000 other entries. The first major showing 
of the film was in Los Gatos; previously, only friends and family knew 
about it. Krish explained that having the movie played in New York 
will be “a little weird… [but] we definitely worked hard, so I think 
we deserve it.” 

The group spent almost a year on the project, putting in about 
five to six hours a day during the second six months. The first scene 
took them over a month to complete, as they had to learn how to 
incorporate the elaborate animated effects that set the film apart 
from its competition. “Once we got past the first few scenes,” Peck 
says, “the process really sped up.” The team started out with a set 
script, but the whole plot, especially the ending,went through drastic 
changes throughout the process. “We made so many changes – the 
story eventually got really convoluted,” Krish said, which is the reason 

products that support local agriculture. In 
addition, local boutiques and shops will occupy 
the 501,000 square feet of commercial space. 
The designers intend to provide a Santana Row 
essence, while keeping the cozy and quaint 
vibe of Los Gatos.

Over the past eight years, there have been 
several petitions and revisions to the develop-
ment plans. After approving the plans last 
year, the town council received many com-
plaints from local residents. Some Los Gatos 
residents worry that the influx of people will 
only add to the town’s torturous traffic and 
overpopulate schools, causing the town to 
more closely resemble a busy city. The town 
council attempted to revoke their previous 
vote and instead reject the North 40 devel-
opment, which resulted in a lawsuit by the 
developers. Santa Clara Superior Court Judge 
Drew Takaichi ruled in favor of the developers, 
allowing them to move forward. 

The North 40 development has been broken 
into several phases. Clearing the orchards is 
the first step in developing “Phase 1” of the 

land. Town Council “approved 320 homes for 
the development’s first phase. SummerHill 
Homes plans to build 253 single- and multi-
family homes, and 50 senior apartments will be 
built by Eden Housing.” SummerHill estimates 
that all of the homes will be built by the end 
of 2019. They will range from one to three bed-
rooms and one to three-and-a-half bathrooms. 

There will also be a subdivision: BellaTerra 
@ North 40. This subdivision “includes single-
family and multi-family homes ranging in size 
from 910 to 2,089 square feet. These units will 
include both single-family and multi-family 
units with one to three bedrooms.” Prices have 
not been announced for any of the residences. 

Eden Homes plan to build another fifty 
senior apartments within the next year at the 
subdivision. Of the fifty apartments, “Forty-
nine will be rented to low-income seniors, and 
one moderately priced unit will be available 
for the complex manager.” All of the senior 
living apartments will be located above the 
market hall. 

NUMU shows the roots of LG

community ..., as well as the greater Los Gatos community.  I am incred-
ibly fortunate to be able to work with a talented staff, a wonderful 
student body, and an active and supportive parent group.”

While past Fisher Principal Fraser hoped to remain in the same 
district and applied for the superintendent role in LGUSD, the Board 
of Trustees chose another applicant instead. On May 22, the LGUSD 
Board of Trustees appointed Paul Johnson as the new superintendent. 

As the previous superintendent of the Mill Valley School District, 
Johnson beat 36 candidates for his new position at LGUSD. Before work-
ing for seven years in Mill Valley, Johnson also was the superintendent 
of the Loomis School District, located outside of Sacramento. 

“We truly believe we’ve found a leader who meets all the criteria from 
the community,” stated Board President Peter Noymer to the Mercury 
News. Johnson headed two parcel tax campaigns in Mill Valley, a fact 
that impressed the Board. The board fired the previous LGUSD superin-
tendent, Dr. Diana Abbati, after harsh public criticism over the handling 
of parcel taxes and due to her history of uncollaborative behavior.
(Sources: Mercury News, LGUSD, LPJUSD)

A. Yung

NEW FACES: Raymond J. Fisher recruited a new principal to replace Fraser.

DRUMROLL PLEASE: NUMU reveals its exhibit about LG.

ENJOY THE ART: The exhibit showcases various artists.

GRIDLOCK: Additional houses may increase traffic.
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why he and Peck brought in Drege to help. Together, they “cleaned up 
the story and fixed it.”

Krish began film animation when he was 12 years old, but FiZy 
is the first film he’s produced that has had such a powerful reaction. 
One of his favorite moments in the film is a scene where the soda can 
“looks at the stars.” Peck’s favorite part of the film is the beginning 
scene. “That’s what I was really involved in. We spent a lot of work 
perfecting that opening scene,” Peck says.

The environmental message in the film ultimately encourages 
people to recycle. “It’s not only just a film for entertainment, but it 
also gives people a real message about what they can do to help out.” 
Peck says. “All good stories have a message at the end to make it more 
meaningful.” The main character, a soda can from which the film’s 
name derives, is “a character who’s not like us, but he kind of is.” Krish 
says. “Humans are constantly learning, picking up new things. This 
soda can is also learning and picking up new things, and at the end 
all his previous lives come together, and he’s able to do something.”
(Source: San Jose Mercury News)CAUGHT STARGAZING: FiZY and his new friend sit and admire the stars.

If you are interested 
in checking out the 
animation yourself, 
scan the QR code or 
go to https://tinyurl.
com/ydga2ma2 to 
view the movie on 
Youtube.
Show your support 
and watch the inspira-
tional video today!
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Although many residents are outraged 
and worried about the future of the town, 
SummerHill’s website promises that Bel-
laterra will reflect “the special nature of 
our hometown [and] [celebrate] Los Gatos 
history, agricultural heritage, hillside views 
and small town character.”
(Sources: Mercury News, SummerHills)

The purpose of the exhibition is to create a 
connection between the school and community of 
Los Gatos, for the exhibition would be incomplete 
without a community aspect. Three years prior to 
the grand opening of “Sis Boom Bah!,” the NUMU 
team was busy planning and creating the immersive 
exhibition. When asked about the artifacts in the 
show, Maureen said that they had “collected curated 
objects and memorabilia from the community” to tell 
stories from past and present years of Los Gatos High 
School. Memorabilia like old jerseys, old yearbooks, 
and cheer uniforms connect LGHS with every single 
person in the community of Los Gatos. The NUMU 
team switches out their artifacts and objects every 
three months, so they are constantly looking for new 
items from the community. 

Next time you’re near the New Museum of Los 
Gatos, stop by to survey some art, check out “Sis 
Boom Bah!” for yourself, explore their upcoming 
art exhibition, “Circle of Truth,” or catch “Thinking 
Outside the Frame” before it ends! 
(Sources: NUMU) 


