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PR Manager

On Fri., Nov. 30, George Herbert Walker Bush, Amer-
ica’s 41st President, passed away at the age of 94. His 
death marked the passing of an era. Throughout his 
life he achieved many important milestones, served his 
country admirably, and left a profound impact on the 
United States of America.

In 1942, Bush joined the Navy on his 18th birthday 
during World War II and became a torpedo bomber pilot. 
In his time serving during the war, his plane was shot 
down by the Japanese in 1944, and he was rescued at 
sea. He was the last Veteran of World War II to serve as 
a president. After he returned from the war he married 
Barbara Pierce on Jan. 6 1945, who later gave birth to 
their six children.

Bush then graduated from Yale with honors in 1948 
and proceeded to move to Texas where he struck it rich 
after merging oil companies to form Zapata Petroleum.

Fast forward to 1963 when Bush switched over to 
politics and successfully ran for chairman of the Harris 
County Republican committee, catching the eye of many 
Texas Republican leaders. The following year, President 
Richard M. Nixon insisted Bush run for the Senate against 
Democrat Ralph Yarborough, though Bush lost with only 
43 percent of the votes. 

However, it did not take long for him to rebound, 
resulting in his election to the House of Representatives. 
With this victory under his belt and the urging of Nixon 
once again, he gave up his seat in the House to run again 
for the Senate, but was defeated by Lloyd Bentsen Junior. 
President Nixon did not give up on Bush, even though 
his qualifications were questioned as he appointed him 
ambassador to the United Nations in 1971.

As the Watergate scandal progressed, Nixon named 
Bush chairman of the Republican National Committee. 
Ironically, Bush joined the masses in calling for the pres-
ident’s resignation. After choosing Nelson A. Rockefeller 

as his vice president, President Gerald R. Ford named 
Bush envoy to China. In 1976, the Senate confirmed 
Bush as the director of the Central Intelligence Agency.

Later, in 1980 Ronald Reagan chose Bush as his 
running mate, which resulted in a victory over Jimmy 
Carter. After all of Bush’s hard work on the campaign 
trail he finally made it to the top when he won the 
presidency in 1988 against Michael S. Dukakis.

Once in office, Bush left his impact as president 
through a successful invasion of Panama in 1989, sign-
ing the Americans With Disabilities Act, lowering the 
federal deficit, winning the Gulf War, and signing the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. In 1992, when Bush 
ran for re-election, he was denied when Clinton won 
the majority vote. 

Bush’s casket was brought to the Capitol building 
to lie in state for two days and his funeral included a 
eulogy by his son George W. Bush. Hearts broke around 
the world when George. H.W. Bush’s service dog, Sully, 
laid beneath his casket as his never ending companion.
(Sources: Washington Post, NY Times)
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•Earthquake            
  hits Alaska
•Bacteria
  taints lettuce

by Eden Gibson
Editor-in-Chief

On Fri., Dec. 7, both Robert Mueller’s Special Counsel investigators 
and prosecutors from the Southern District of New York released filings 
that detailed numerous felonies committed by two of Trump’s former 
close associates, uncovering years of political and financial corruption 
that implicate the President himself. 

In the months leading up to the 2016 presidential election, Michael 
Cohen, Trump’s former personal lawyer, made illegal payments to two 
different women alleging affairs with Trump, including adult film 
actress Stormy Daniels, in exchange for their silence. On Aug. 21 of 
this year, Cohen pleaded guilty to violating finance laws during the 
campaign process, claiming that Trump had directed the cover-up. On 
Dec. 7, the New York prosecutors released a filing confirming Trump’s 
involvement in the bribery. According to the Mercury News, the new 
court papers “directly [implicate] President Donald Trump in plans 
to buy women’s silence as far back as 2014.” Despite the mounting 
evidence, Trump – referred to as “Individual-1” in the prosecutors’ 
memo – continues to deny any involvement in the crime. 

A separate filing by Mueller’s team of prosecutors stated that an 
anonymous Russian offered Cohen “political synergy” between the 
Russian government and Trump’s presidential campaign in 2016. On 
Aug. 7 of this year, Mueller questioned Cohen about Trump’s potential 
collusion with Russian associates. When inquired about the building 
plans for a Trump Tower in Moscow – one that would generate hun-

Mueller FBI investigation entangles Cohen and Manafort 
dreds of millions of dollars for Trump’s private business – Cohen told 
the same lies that he had reported to Congress when questioned a 
year prior. He explained that his discussions with Trump regarding 
the tower were brief and that he hadn’t recently communicated with 
a Russian associate, neither of which was true.

Last week, Cohen struck a plea deal with the Special Counsel and 
confessed to his multiple falsehoods. A memo from the New York 
prosecutors asserted, “After cheating the IRS for years, lying to banks 
and to Congress, and seeking to criminally influence the Presidential 
election, Cohen’s decision to plead guilty – rather than seek a pardon 
for his manifold crimes – does not make him a hero.” His sentencing 
is scheduled for Wed., Dec. 12, in which he may receive up to four 
years in federal prison. 

The Special Counsel also accused Paul Manafort, President Trump’s 
former campaign chairman, of lying to prosecutors about Russian 
involvement in the election. Manafort, who has been in jail since 
June and was convicted on eight counts in August, insisted that he 
maintained “no direct or indirect communications” with Trump admin-
istration officials after the election, despite the fact that he had kept 
in contact with a senior official through February of 2018. Manafort 
also lied about his contact with his Russian associate, Konstantin 
Kilimnik, whom prosecutors claim is connected to the Russian military 
intelligence operation that supposedly hacked the Democratic party 
during the election. Manafort’s sentence is scheduled for February of 
next year, in which he could face 10 or more years in federal prison. 

by Ashely Hagar
People Editor

On Fri., Nov. 30, an earthquake of 7.0 
magnitude hit Alaska. Alaska has experi-
enced an earthquake of 6.0 magnitude or 
higher 14 times in the past century. This 
earthquake destroyed grocery stores by 
knocking products to the floor, littered 
the living rooms of homes with pictures 
frames and broken mirrors, brought down 
phone lines, knocked out power, and even 
collapsed ceiling tiles at a high school in 
the area. 

The US Geological Survey said the first 
and more powerful earthquake was centered 
roughly seven miles north of Anchorage, but 
was felt at the edges of Kenai Peninsula as 
well as near the Denali National Park, rang-
ing approximately 500 miles in width. After 
the first quake struck at 7.0, people thought 
it was over and returned inside homes with 
major destruction only to have another 
aftershock hit them five minutes later at a 
5.8 magnitude, forcing them back outside 
to safety from collapsing household items.

As soon as the quake hit, people imme-
diately began posting to social media. Web-
sites showed photographs and videos of the 
damage, including the ceiling collapse at a 
high school in Anchorage and several buck-
led roadways. Snapchat even had a story 
dedicated to people’s panicked messages 
or videos of the shake. People also posted 
their videos from during the quake, as well 
as footage of the aftermath on platforms 
like Facebook and Instagram.

Earthquake shakes Alaska Nation mourns 41st president

Bacterial outbreaks empty food from grocery store shelves
by Lexi Kupor
Media Production Editor

Carnivores and vegans alike: beware! In addition to the E. coli-in-
duced removal of romaine lettuce from grocery store shelves in recent 
weeks, beef is next to be recalled due to the potential presence  
of salmonella.

JBS Tolleson, an Arizona meat-processing company, originally 
recalled nearly 7 million pounds of beef on Oct. 4 following fears of 
salmonella contamination. 

On Dec. 4, the company recalled an additional 5 million pounds 
of raw beef products as a consequence of the same concerns. These 
products were packaged between July 26 and Sept. 7. The USDA Food 
Inspection and Safety Service explained that these products may still 
be in customers’ freezers, and it instructs that they not be consumed.

Salmonella itself is a bacteria that lives in animal intestinal tracts, 
which causes salmonellosis when humans eat animal feces-contami-
nated foods. Although most symptoms, including fever and abdominal 
pain and cramps, manifest within 12-72 hours of salmonella contam-
ination, it can take up to 2 weeks for the disease to develop. Usually, 
those infected will recover without treatment within 4-7 days.

Since their packaging, these beef products have been shipped to 
stores across the nation. As of Nov. 15, 246 Salmonella cases have been 
reported. Although 66 of these cases occurred in California, there are 
patients across 25 states. No deaths have been reported, though 59 
patients were hospitalized.

Similarly, as of Nov. 26, 43 cases and 16 hospitalizations have 
been reported due to the presence of E. coli in romaine lettuce. The 
reports come from 12 states, with the first illness beginning on Oct. 
8. A similar situation occurred in Canada. Although a single farm or 
processing center has not yet been identified, the source of the bacteria 
has been pinpointed to the Central Coast growing regions of California. 

E. coli, short for Escherichia coli, is a typically harmless bacteria 
found in animal and human intestinal tracts. However, some E. coli 
strains, such as the Shiga toxin-producing one involved in this out-

break, can cause stomach cramps and vomiting, among other symptoms, 
when consumed. Although most patients recover within 5-7 days, 
others can become severely sick or even lose their lives. The infection 
can develop up to 10 days after consumption.

To protect themselves, consumers should maintain clean hands and 
kitchenware, as well as avoid undercooked meat products. Consumers 
are also instructed to steer clear of beef products as well as romaine 
lettuce grown in the Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa 
Barbara, Santa Cruz, and Ventura counties. Bay Area grocery shoppers 
have witnessed the effects of these nearby epicenters of contamination 
through empty store shelves and produce sections, which will hopefully 
be restocked as the cases continue to be investigated.
(Sources: Minnesota Department of Health, US Department of Agricul-
ture, NPR, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
 
 

Despite the implications of these recent filings, Trump, in reference 
to the Special Counsel memos, declared via Twitter, “Totally clears the 
President. Thank you!” Political and legal experts alike have lambasted 
Trump’s statement through various social media. George Conway, hus-
band of Kellyanne Conway, the Counselor to the President, tweeted in 
response: “Except for that little part where the US Attorney’s Office 
says that you directed and coordinated with Cohen to commit two 
felonies. Other than that, totally scot-free.” Americans now anxiously 
await the results of these recent findings. 
(Sources: NY Times, Vox, Mercury News, CNN, Washington Post)

Averaging about 40,000 earthquakes per 
year, with more large quakes than the other 
49 states combined, this one was worse 
than most as it included a tsunami warning. 
Following the 7.0 magnitude earthquake, a 
tsunami warning was automatically gener-
ated. However, shortly after the warning was 
issued, officials from the National Tsunami 
Warning Center cancelled the warning for 
coastal areas of southern Alaska. After 
monitoring gauges for underwater landslides 
that would produce tsunami waves, they 
determined that there were no landslides 
or waves to come, therefore allowing them 
to cancel the warning. 

In addition to the tsunami warning, 
many residents abandoned their homes 
and headed to higher ground. Due to their 
location on the map, at the southern sec-
tion of Alaska which is fully surrounded 
by water, police warned the residents of 
Kodiak Island to leave their homes and 
evacuate immediately. Although there was 
an overwhelming amount of damage to 
streets, homes, schools, and business, there 
were no reports of serious injury or death.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, ABC News, Google 
Maps, Earthquake USGS)

GREEN CLEANSE: Romaine lettuce was absent from grocery produce sections.

EMOTIONAL: The elder Bush passed away at home with his family.
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FROM MANAGER TO PRISONER: Paul Manafort will spend time in federal prison.

OFF THE RAILS: The earthquake damaged railroads. 

NASTY BUGS: Salmonella bacteria causes a dangerous form of food poisoning.


