
by Ethan Sanders
Humor Editor

On Sept. 7, the Senate Judiciary Committee wrapped 
up the confirmation hearing for President Donald Trump’s 
nominee to the U.S. Supreme Court, Judge Brett Kava-
naugh. Kavanaugh, a conservative who formerly worked 
as President George W. Bush’s staff secretary, is headed 
for full Senate confirmation later this month, replacing 
now-retired Justice Anthony Kennedy. If he is instated, 
Kavanaugh will be poised to exert immediate influence  
within the Supreme Court.

It is unlikely that Trump’s appointee will be the 
sole conservative to join the four liberal justices for 
a majority ruling on abortion, gay marriage, and 
other preeminent social policy disputes, as Kennedy 
commonly was. Kavanaugh has not expressed his 
opinion on Roe v. Wade (the Supreme Court case that 
legalized abortion nationwide); however, he report-
edly told Republican Senator Susan Collins of Maine 
that he considers Roe v. Wade to be settled law.  

Kavanaugh also expressed in a 2017 dissent that 
he believes Obama-era net neutrality regulations were 
“unlawful.” These rules, approved by the Federal Com-
munications Commision in 2015, were made to create 
equal opportunity for internet speeds, providers, and 
access to websites. Kavanaugh wrote in his dissent 
that the Obama-era regulations were consequential 
and “impermissibly [infringe] on the Internet service 
providers’ editorial discretion.”

Unlike Trump’s previous nominee, Justice Neil 
Gorsuch, Kavanaugh has expressed that he will not be 
influenced by the President’s own opinions. Kavanaugh 
refuses to disclose his opinions on executive power or 
protections for a president facing an investigation or 
impeachment. He even declined to criticize Trump for 
his many clear attempts to undermine the integrity of 
the Supreme Court.

Republican leaders are hurriedly trying to confirm 
Kavanaugh’s seat on the court before the Supreme Court’s 
next session begins on Oct. 1. However, Democrats are 
expected to use a committee rule to delay the vote 
until Sept. 20 or 27, possibly lengthening the time until 
Kavanaugh is instated.
(Sources: CNN, Fox, USA Today, Politico, NBC)
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•Hurrican
  Florence hits
  east coast 
•McCain passes 

by Sasha Ryu
Media Production Editor

On Sept. 9, North and South Carolina were hit by the first major 
hurricane of 2018. Hurricane Florence crashed into the Carolina coasts, 
commencing what would be well over a week of destruction. Within 
hours of the storm making landfall, it had already become a statewide 
catastrophe. At 350 miles wide, Florence was a slow-moving, but lethal 
threat. “If the storm hasn’t reached you yet, it’s coming,” stated North 
Carolina’s governor, Roy Cooper, warning citizens to prepare for the 
worst. As Florence crept its way across North Carolina from Wilmington 
to Raleigh, the hurricane peaked at a category four out of five on 
the Simpson scale, leaving behind hundreds of miles of devastation. 

In the aftermath of the storm, tens of thousands of homes have 
been destroyed-many completely swept away by the violent winds and 
trillions of gallons of floodwater. Countless citizens are still awaiting 
rescue, trapped in their own homes by fallen trees and other debris 
from the storm. Record-breaking rains continue to sustain the flood-
waters that have engulfed hundreds of miles of the state. The water 
began seeping into the homes of residents who currently have no 
way of escaping their houses, making their rescue even more urgent.      
Unfortunately, Florence has already had tragic consequences. This 
past Monday, the death toll went up to twenty-four when the body 
of one-year-old Kaiden Lee-Welch was found the night after a rush of 
floodwater swept him out of his mother’s arms.  With powerful winds 
reaching one hundred miles per hour, roughly one million residents 

Hurricane Florence wreaks havoc on coastal communities

lost their electricity after power lines across the state were snapped 
and ripped from the ground. Currently, over three hundred thousand 
people are still waiting for their power to be restored. Experts have 
estimated that up to twenty-two billion dollars will be lost in economic 
output and property damage. 

President Trump is expected to make an appearance in the 
areas impacted by the storm once officials determine the safest 
way for him to enter the state. Currently, all major highways 
are closed off to prevent people from entering the Carolinas.  
    Over four hundred and fifty flights have also been cancelled to pre-
vent any more people from entering North Carolina which is, according 
to officials, the “most dangerous it’s ever been.” Although the hurricane 
itself came to an end, the destruction it caused left behind danger at 

by Caroline Wagner
Media Production Editor

Elon Musk’s personal reputation has 
taken a hard hit in the past month, decreas-
ing stocks and causing public controversy 
due to Musk’s impulsive actions involving 
marijuana consumption, as well as a clash 
between Musk and one of the cave divers 
involved in the Thai cave rescue. 

During an interview on The Joe Rogan 
Experience released on September 7, Musk 
smoked marijuana; this public act caused 
Tesla stock to drop and resulted in the 
resignation of Tesla executives.

Tesla tumbles like a weed Trump nominates court pick

Justice Kennedy was a swing vote in favor of abortion 
rights, but with his departure from the court, Kavanaugh 
now holds the power to overturn Roe v. Wade. Moreover, 
Trump has long vowed that he would appoint a justice 
who would reverse the Roe v. Wade ruling, leaving it to 
states to determine whether abortion is legal or not.

Senator John McCain of Arizona loses struggle with cancer  
by Andy Braham
National Editor

 Arizona senator John McCain passed away in his Cornville home on 
Aug. 24 after serving his state for thirty-one years. The senator, one 
of the most recognizable and respected US politicians of this century, 
suffered from an aggressive brain cancer known as Glioblastoma, which 
he was diagnosed with in July of last year. 

Born in 1936 in Panama to a prominent navy admiral, John S. 
McCain Jr., McCain descended from a long lineage of military men. He 
attended the United States Naval Academy and enlisted in the Navy 
shortly after graduation. McCain famously served as a naval pilot in 
Vietnam, where he was shot down over the capital city of Hanoi by 
anti-aircraft missiles. Upon crashing, McCain broke both of his arms 
and was captured by North Vietnamese soldiers. McCain served five 
years in a prisoner of war camp, where he endured extensive torture 
at the hands of his Vietnamese captors before being released in 1972. 

After returning to the US and receiving numerous military awards, 
including a Silver Star and Purple Heart, McCain considered the possi-
bility of joining politics. McCain moved to the state of Arizona after the 
opening of a Senate seat by a three decade incumbent. Winning the 
election in 1987 as a Republican, the media noted his honest, down-
to-earth temperament. McCain also pushed for numerous economic 
and social policies that were later adopted by both the Republican 
and Democratic establishments. Often voting independently from his 
party, McCain was the deciding vote in numerous pieces of legislation. 

In 2000, McCain ran for the presidency on the Republican ticket 
against the eventual nominee, George W. Bush. Bush and McCain both 
implemented fiercely aggressive campaigns which included personal, 
low brow attacks regarding sensitive issues like McCain’s adopted, 
non-white daughter and Bush’s poor military record. McCain ran for 
president on the republican ticket again in 2008, receiving the nom-
ination and ultimately losing to Democrat Barack Obama in another 
fierce political run. 

Since the early 90’s, McCain advocated a theory of preemptive 
war and foreign intervention. An enthusiastic supporter of the war 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Somalia, and the general global “War 
on Terror.” McCain has garnered the reputation of being a “hawk.” 
 Even in his last months, McCain still made an effort to voice concern on 

every turn. The clouds may have passed and the sun is out again, but 
the Carolinas are still far from safe. 
(Sources: NYT, CNN, NPR, National Geographic)

OUTTA HERE: Justice Anthony Kennedy retires from the court.

 In the interview, Rogan offered marijua-
na-laced cigarette, but asked, “You probably 
can’t because of stockholders, right?” to 
which Musk answered, “I mean it’s legal, 
right?” before taking a hit. The interview 
took place about a month after Musk landed 
in hot water after tweeting that he was 
considering taking the car company private 
at $420 per share. Tesla stock rose, but 
Musk’s proposal led to an investigation, 
and shareholders were angered after he 
withdrew his statement. Since then, Tesla 
stock has declined. Around 30 executives 
have resigned since June, including the 
vice president of worldwide finance and 
operations, chief accounting officer, head of 
HR, and vice president of communications. 

In addition, Musk was involved in a 
public feud with a British cave diver, Vern 
Unsworth, who was considered a crucial 
part of the operation involving the rescue 
of a kids’ soccer team from a Thai cave. 
Musk called the diver a “pedo guy” and 
claimed he went to Chiang Rai to find a child 
bride. The accusations came after Unsworth 
insulted Musk for sending a submarine to 
aid in the cave rescue, calling it a PR stunt. 
Unsworth’s lawyer asserts that Musk will be 
sued for his inappropriate comments about 
Unsworth’s character. 

With reports of heavy spending coupled 
with questionable revenue reports, Tesla’s 
future is uncertain regarding its profits, and 
all eyes are on Musk to see if he is able to 
keep his company above water. 
(Sources: Vox, CNN, DW)BAD PRESS: Musk’s choices hurt Tesla stock prices. 

WARRIOR CLASS: McCain came from a line of military men which he was proud of.

BIG SHOES TO FILL: Kavanaugh may fill Kennedy’s important role.

MAKING LANDFALL: The wide hurricane has touched down on the east coast.
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the Trump administration’s relationship with Russia, the delegitimiza-
tion of NATO, and reiterated support for further intervention in Syria. 

During his campaign, President Trump once criticized McCain for 
being captured during the Vietnam war, explaining that he preferred 
fighters who were not captured and claiming that McCain was not a 
war hero. This sparked a series of public exchanges between the two. 

Upon McCain’s death, hundreds of Congressional and executive 
members from the last five presidential administrations expressed their 
condolences. Almost every politician from both parties gave comments 
professing sadness at the senators passing. McCain’s body lay in the 
capitol building for a day before being transferred to  Arizona for burial. 
At his funeral, both George W. Bush and Barack Obama gave eulogies. 
(Source: CNN, NYT, Reason, National Review)

BEYOND HIGH TIDE: Beach-front properties brace for a substantial storm surge.

EMOTIONAL MOMENT: Many shed tears for the Senator, including his daughter. 


