
administrative positions, the equity between schools 
needs to be re-evaluated. Much of our administra-
tion has to account for more students and more 
services given the large student body at LGHS. With 
extra funding from the district, LGHS could provide 
positions for an additional guidance counselor, vice 
principal, and athletic director, thus making their 
workload more manageable and their schedules more 
flexible for students.
(Sources: 2018-2019 Adoption Budget, 2017-2018 
Unaudited Actual Financial Report, Los Gatos High 
School website, Saratoga High School website, 
LGSUHSD website).

and the other 0.6 is dedicated to 
the other roles he has at the school. 
In addition to the uneven number 
of guidance counselors, there is 
also an imbalance in other areas of 
administration. Even though LGHS 
has a larger student body than 
SHS, both schools have three vice 
principals. This requires the LGHS vice 
principals to be in charge of roughly 710 
students each; whereas SHS vice principals 
only cover about 446.

Not only is there inequity in regards 
to vice principals and guidance coun-
selors, but there is an inequity in the 
work required of both schools’ ath-
letic directors. Both Saratoga and Los 
Gatos have one athletic director. Each 
school is allocated coaching staff 
and administration based on the 
number of teams. Pottage explained, 
“From the district’s point of view, 
there’s one varsity soccer team, 
one varsity football team, one JV 
team, so they’re the same at each 
site. There may be more participants, but they’re  
the same teams, so we provide coaching stipends for 
the teams.” Though both athletic directors manage 
the same number of teams and coaching stipends, 
the LGHS athletic department has a larger number 
of student athletes. This requires Ken Perotti, the 
LGHS athletic director, to manage a much larger 
group of students, not to mention much longer 
seasons for each team, as most go on to play in CCS. 
Additionally, there must be staff present at every 
game, so our longer seasons require more assembly 
and chaperone services. 

Because LGHS has a much larger student body 
than Saratoga, but roughly similar numbers of 

by Erin Grasty
Editor-in-Chief

In a two-high school district like the Los Gatos-
Saratoga Union High School District, people easily 
draw direct comparisons and make presumptions 
about the two schools. Sometimes these compari-
sons can yield questions that are rather competitive 
in nature. For example, one might ask, “Which 
high school, Los Gatos or Saratoga, is smarter?” 
or “Which school is more athletic?” and so forth.

Other questions asked about the two schools 
require data analysis to formulate an accurate 
answer. For instance, “Are both schools funded 
equitably?” and “Do the two public high schools 
receive equitable resources?” Though the 
schools are accounted for fairly in most 
areas, there are still certain circumstances 
where inequities in funding and resources 
negatively affect the schools.

Contrary to popular belief, the assets 
for both LGHS and SHS are not split 50/50. 
An interview with Rosemarie Pottage, the 
Chief Business Officer of the LGSUHSD, 
answered some pressing questions regard-
ing equitability and distribution of teach-
ing staff, administration, funds, and more.

First, the district provides each school 
with 115 dollars per student, plus addi-
tional funding for fundamental materials 
and services: textbooks, maintenance, sub-
stitutes, etc. Additionally, LGHS and SHS are 
assigned teachers following an allocation formula 
that takes into account the total number of students 
at each school and the average number of courses 
a student requests. LGHS has more teachers than 
SHS has, in large part due to the fact that we have 
many more students than SHS does. Per pupil, SHS 
has more courses allocated to each student because 
they tend to sign up for more classes than Los Gatos 
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LGSUHSD needs to equally divide resources and funds 
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students do. Calculations show that the current 
average class size as LGHS is 27.5 and the current 
class size average at SHS is 28.5. However, many 
classes find that the desks are often overflowing 
with students because at the beginning of the year 
students switch their class periods significantly to 
get the most desired schedule. Overall the average 
class size is close between both schools; however, 
many classes at LGHS are too packed and could use 
extra staffing. Similar to the need for additional 
teachers, other areas lack equal distribution – pri-
marily in the number of administrative positions.

The student population at LGHS has steadily 
increased over recent years, whereas the student 
population at SHS has not. The current LGHS 

student population is 2132, the high-
est it has been in the past two decades. 
The current SHS student population is 
roughly 1340. With the increasing stu-
dent population at LGHS, the distribution 
of resources doesn’t adequately  support 

the growth of our school.
Due to our increasing student 

body, many of the administrators 
at LGHS are typically overworked. 
Students find it challenging to meet 
with their guidance counselors 
during certain points in the year 

as the counselors are often swamped 
with seniors planning for college and 

juniors preparing for the testing season. 
Compared to the four employed guidance counselors 
at Saratoga, LGHS has only 5.4 guidance counselors. 
Technically we have six, but guidance counselor 
Louis Rich manages both data and the assembly of 
the masters schedule; a process completed over the 
summer that involves assigning teachers and classes 
to certain periods. This entails that only part of his 
contract is assigned to being a guidance counselor 
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